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Aaticce I. 


The Hiftory of Ireland from the Invafion of ree Ih. With a 
- Preliminary Diftourfe on the Antient State of that Kingdom, » By 
Thomas Leland, D D. Sexior Fellow of Trinity College; and 


Prebendary of St. Patrick's, Dublin. 3 Vols. 4fo. 2k, 128064) — 


seh 


Vol. I. Nourfe, Longman; Robinfon; Jobnfon._ 


| General hiftory of Ireland, civefted of fabulous narra. 
A tion, undertaken to gratify no private prejudices, per- 
{picuous without prolixity, and compofed in an. accarate, and 
elegant ftyle, is a work which has long been the obje& of de- 
fire in the republic of letters, and is happily accomplifhed. by 
the learned author whofe labours now lie before uss Though, 
in feveral inftances, Dr. Leland may have delivered an account 
of fa&s different from ‘fuch writers as are feputed authentic 

yet we cannot entertain the fmalleft, doubt of the validity of 
the reafons for which he has deviated from their opiaions, — It 


muft be fufficient for the fatisfaGion of the .moft. fcrupulous 


reader, that the author has attentively examined the different 
evidence, that he has carefully ufed his private judgment in 
inveftigating the truth, and that he exhibits the authorities he 
chofe to follow, without {welling his work to an, ehormous 


fize, either with a refutation-of other hiftorians,| ora juttificas 


tion .of his own narrative. Thefe are privileges-univerfally 
allowed to every writer of hiftory, and we ¢ know none to whofe 
authority more unreferved sna tice is. ‘ad, than to that 
of Dr. Leland, _ Seomuphey ty 
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It is @ circumftance much in the favour of any hiftory, when 
the author has had accefs to information which had not come - 
to the Knowledge of preceding writers. By this means coun- 
fels are difclofed, and tranfaétions accurately aftertained, that 
had before been involved in the obfcurity of imperfe& repre- 
fentation, and contemplated by hiftorians through the fallaci- 
ous medium of unauthorized conjecture, or inauthenticated 
furmife. In this point of view, the prefent work appears to 
confiderable advantage ; and- by the lights derived from the 
manulcripts which have fallen under the author’s perufal, he 
has greatly extended the limits of information refpetting the 
Irifh hiftory. 

Dr. Leland has rendered his judgment and impartiality con- 
fpicuous, not only by the general tenor of his narration, but 
likewife by the moderate and concife manner in which he has 
treated of Irith affairs, previous to the invafion of Henry If. 
He admits it to be inconteftible, that no literary monuments 
have yet been difcovered in Ireland of an earlier date than the 
zra of the introduction of chriftianity into that country. The 
affertion of the more, moderate among the antiquarians, rela- 
tive to the remote hiftory of Ireland, is, that about -five hun- 
dred years before the abovementioned period, a colony of Scy- 
thians, immediately from Spain,. fettled in Ireland, and intro- 
duced into that country the Pheenician language and letters. 
The ifland is faid to have been for fome time divided into five 
provincial kingdoms, tributary to one monarch ; when, in order 
to terminate the commotions which arofe, from the power and 
ambition of the four fubordinate princes, the country was ci- 
vided by Hugony into twenty- five dynafties, the rulers of which 
were bound by oath to acknowledge no other monarch but 
one of his own family. This expedient, however, appears to 
have proved fo unfuccefsful, that Hugony himfelf and his fuc- 
ceffors, for ages, were removed by violent deaths, ‘till the 
pentarchal government was reftored about a century before 
the Chriftian epoch ; foon after which event, another. impor- 
tant revolution is related to have taken place in the govern- 
ment of the country. ‘The difpenfation of the laws had for 
feveral generations been vefted in the Irith fileas or bards, who, 
the better to eftablifh their authority, rendered their ordinances 
fo obfcure, that they could be interpreted only by themfelves. 
The grievances arifing from this uncontrouled privilege, joined 
to their partial and unjuft decifions, inflamed the people to 
fuch a degree of refentment, that they threatened to exterti- 
nate the whole order. In this extremity the baids fled to 
Concovar-mac-Nefla; the reigning monarch, who, on promifeé 
of reformation, agrced to protect them from the impending 
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ruin. In the mean time, however, he employed the ‘moft 
eminent among them to compile a clear and equitable body of 
laws, which are faid to have been received with demonftrations 
of the greateft joy. and called, ‘in the hyperbolical language of 
thofe times, Celeftial Decifions. Sion Signi. 
After a fummary recital of fucceeding princes mentioned by 
the annalifts, our author prefents us with the following gene- 
ral view of the ancient Irifh hiftory. : 


‘ From the poetical annals that furnith this: catalogne of mo 
narchs, we have a lively picture of manners, more worthy of at- 
tention than the events which they deliver, with fo profufe a mix- 
ture of giants, necromancers, obicure allegories and extravagant 
fables. They defcribe a brave people, driven from. their native 
land in fearch of new fettlements, eftablifhing themfelves by their 
valour in a fair and fertile ifland: the chieftains parcelling out 
lands to their attendants, and the whole collection of adventurers, 
from the moment of their peaceable eftablifhment, devifing means 
to give ftability to their acquifitions. From one family ‘more difs 
tinguifhed and reverenced than the reft, they chufe a,monarch, 
not with that regard to primogeniture fuited to times’ more come 
poled, but the ableft and braveit of the particular race, as the man 
moft likely to protect or to avenge them. To guard againft the 
confufion of fudden accidents in a time ofiviolence, a’ fucceflor .is 
appointed to this monarch during his life, who on his demife is 
inftantly to take the reins of government. But the. power of the 
monarch is confiderably limited, His affociates in adventure, con- 
fcious of their own merit, claim a fhare of dignity as well as of 
emolument, They pay their tributes to that provincial king whom 
they chufe monarch of the ifland. Inthe other provinces they ex- 
ercife all regal authority by virtue of a fimilar election. They 
have their rights independent of the monarch, and frequently vine 
dicate them by arms againft his invafions. The monarch, fenhble 
of the danger arifing from their: turbulent f{pirit of freedom, ene 
deavours to fecure his authority, fometimes by dividing their power, 
fometimes by uniting the various independent ftates.into one gene- 
ral ‘intereft by national conventions. In_ this ftate of things, a 
robuft frame of body, a vehemence of paffion, an elevated imagi- 
nation were the charaéteriftics of the people. Noble inftances of 
valour, generous effufions of benevolence, ardent refentments, 
cefperate and vindittive outrages abound in their annals,, To 
verfe and mufic they are peculiarly addicted. They who,are pof- 





fefled of any fuperior degree of knowledge, they who operate on -"— 


their fancies and paflions by the livelieft ftrains of poetry, are held 
in extraordinary veneration: the minifters of their religion are ace; 
counted more than human. ‘To/all thefe they (ubmit their cone 
tefts; they confult them as oracles of law and policy. . But reflec- 
tion and the gradual progrefs of refinement convince them of the 
neceffity of fettled Jaws. The principles-of equity and.independ- 
ence implanted in the human bieatt receive them wath delight; bat 
the violence of paffion ftill proves fuperior.to their reiraint«. Pri- 
vate injuries are revenged by force; and infoleat. and ambitious 
chieftains fill recur to arms... +h 
‘ They who compare this account with the progrefs of fociety in 
other European fettlements, may decide on the juitaels of this co= 
Y2 . louring. 
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louring. The Irifh antiquarian deduces from it an intrinfic proof 
of the general authenticity of his favourite annals.’ 


Dr, Leland leaves it to the antiquarjans to eftablith the truth . 
of this hiftory, and only judicioufly obferves, that if we fup- 
pofe the old bards invented the feries of incidents fo circum- 
ftantially related, ftill they muft have drawn their piure from 
that government and thofe manners, which fubfitted in their - 
own days, or were remembered by their fathers. From whence 
he infers, as probable, that the ftate of Ireland, for fevera} 
centuries at Jeaft before the introductiom of the Englith power, 
was fuch as they defcribe it im thefe early periods, 

- The next fabje& treated of by our author in the Prelimi- 
nary Difcourfe is, the eftablithment of Chriftianity in Ireland, 
and the confequences of that event; a period from which its 
hiftory becomes more authentic, though {till intermixed with 
legendary and poetical fiGiions, It may well be fuppofed, that 
the introduétion of the Chriftian. faith could not immediately 
operate ia producing a total alteration of manners among a 
people Tong accuftomed to violence and licentioufnels ; and 
accordingly we find, that their annals continue to be ftained 
with feveral.atrocious acis of perfidy, and the uncontrouled in- 
dulgence of paffion. The ftate of the ancient Iriff is de- 


feribed with candour and fidelity in the following extra& from 
our author's Preliminary Difcourfe. 


_ It appears from all their legal inftitutions yet dif 
covered, that the Irith, in their ftate of greateft compofure, were 
indeed by no means barbarous, but far from that perfec civility 
which their enthufialtic admirers fometimes deferibe as their pecu- 
iar charatteriftic. They cultivated thofe arts of peace which fub- 
fit among a people ftrangers to extenfive commerce, or the refine- 
ments of an opulent and luxurious age. Rights were accwrately 
defined in their focieties, and the people might have been imprefled 
with an habitual love of juttice; but their fenfe of injuries was, in 
proportion, lively ; and their paffions irritable. Redrefs, in many 
éales, was oly to be obtained by foree; and to force they perpe- 
tually recurred. Their boafted triennial aflemblies do not appear 
to have ever ferved the purpofe of a ftriét and peaceable connec- 
tion between the different inhabitants of a country, which for many 
ages had full leifure for improvement. The influence of their 
monarchs was weak; their power negleéted, controuled, and re- 
fitted. The provinces, and even the inferiour fepts into which the 
ifland was parcelled, lived in a kind of federat union with each 
other ; which the pride, the injuftice, the ambition, the avarice, 
the revenge of different chieftains were ever ready to interrupt. 
Their hiftories record the etfeéts of thefe dangerous paffions: the 
virtues of private life are not generally the fubjeé&t of hiftory. An 
impartiat and unprejudiced enquirer may ftill difcover many traces 
of the equity, the reétitude, the benevolence, and generofity of the 
ancient Irish in their different fepts. But men of other countries 
fometimes judge of them precipitately, from a flight infpeétion of 
their futile hiftorians, or from carelefs or malicious mifreprefentae 


tion.” 
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The invafion of. the Danes, and the perpetual. contention 
for fuperiority among the dynafties of the kingdom, rendered 
ireland, during feveral ages, a fcene of fach defolation and 
anarchy, as greatly favoured the reduétion of the country by 
any enterprifing power. Our author jufily. obferves, however, 
that in the eleventh, and ithe beginning of :the »twelfth cen- 
tury, the circumftances of the neighbouring. kingdoms could 
by no means prompt them to fach an attempt. The defiga 
was firft conceived by Henry JI. probably from the motive af 
ambitien; and a pretence was ealily found to give fome colour 


of juftice to the enterprize. 

‘ It was affirmed, fays our author, by thofe who ventured to 
dictate to an ignorant people, that the Irth had originally poffe 
themlelves of their country by permiihon of Gurguntius, a Bri- 
tifh king, and that, as defcendants of the Britons, eg: § were the 
natural and rightful fubjeéts of the Englifh monarch. Tt was urg- 
ed that the renowned Arthur, Egfrid the Northumbrian, Edgar 
the illyftrious Saxon prince, had all led their armies into Ireland, 
and there made valuable acquifitions, which their fucceffor was in 
honour bound to recover and maintain. It was fuggefted that 
Englifhmen had frequently been fold as flaves in this ifland; an 
inftance of cruelty and barbarifm, which gave him full right to in- 
vade and fubdue it. But the forged or fufpicious bhiftories of an- 
cient times, the obflete claims of Saxon or Britifh princes, how- 
ever they might influence the vulgar, yet were not deemed fuffi- 
cient for that fair and plaufible colouring which might conceal the 
iniquity of an attempt againft an unoffcnding people. And as to 
the crime of trafficking in flaves, both nstions, it was well known, 
had been equally involved in it. If the Irith had purchafed, the 
Saxons had freely offered themfelves and their children to flavery 
for an infignificant price: if the Irifh were lef$ fordid and unnatu- 
ral, yet the prifoners taken on their unfuccefsful inroads in the 
reign of William the Conqueror, had been foid in great numbers, 
fo that the Englith-clergy were obliged to remonfirate againi this 
practice, which they pronounced utterly unchrittian, and with dif- 
ficulty prevailed on the king to relinquifh his ungodly gain. . 

‘ But the fagacity of Henry, or the fugzgeftions of an interefted 
and fubtile ecclefiattic, foon fupplie! the neceflary pretence for a 
free indulgence of his ambition. ‘The papal power was gradually 
advancing to a formidable height, and extending its influence even 
to the extremity of the Britifh iflands. Not contented with’affom- 
ing a dominion in the ecclefiaftical fyftem, it had already diétated 
to kings and nations in their fecular concerns. It had efpoufed the 
caufe of William the Norman, made a foleinn decifion in favour of 
his claims, and denounced its fpiritual vengeance againft all thofe 
who fhould prefume to refift a prince, whom the fovereign pontiff 
declared rightful and lawful inheritor of the crown of England. 
The ufurper Stephen had obtained a ratification of his title from 
the fame authority. To this power Henry now determined. to re- 
fort, and by the folemnity of a papal decree to fanétify his intend- ~ 
ed enterprize againft Ireland. John Salifbury, his chaplain, was 
made the agent in this important negociation, and acted with -the 
zeal and diligence of a man, confcious that his fuccefs wou'd re- 
commend him equally to his royal mafter and his {piritual fove- 

; ee reign. - 
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reign. He reprefented to Adrian, the reigning pope, that the in 
‘habitants of ‘Ireland were funk in the moft wretched ftate of -cor- 
ruption, with refpect both to. morals:and religion ; that Henry, 
izealous for the honour and enlargement: of God's kingdom, had 
conceived the pious defign of erecting it in this unhappy country ; 
was ready to devote himfelf and all his powers to this meritorious 
fervice; imploring the benediétion of the’ pontiff, and requefting 
his permiffion ‘and authority to enteriIreland, to reduce the difobe- 
‘dient and corrupt, to eradicate all fin and wickednefs, to inftru& 
the ignorant, aud fpread the blefled influence of the gofpel in its 
purity and perfection; promifing at the fame time to pay a yearly 
tribute to St. Peter from the land thus to’be reduced to his obedi- 
ence and that of the holy fee. Habituated as we may be to the 
depravity of mankind, one cannot ferioufly -refle& upon the pro- 
fane bypocrify of this tranfaction without the utmoft horror. Lit- 
tle did Henry forefee, in the blindnefs of his ambition, the per- 
plexities he was to experience from that power he now contributed 
to agerandize, or the heavy weight of oppreffion with which it was 
to fall upon his own head. | 

_ Adrian fecretly exulted in an application which favoured his 
enormous claims, and recognized his authority ; nor was he dif- 
pleafed to gratify his countryman, a prince of exalted character, 
Jately raifed to the throne, and who had not yet difcovered his dif- 
pofitions to the hierarchy. Rome had long contended for exténfive 
‘powers in England ; Iveland had but lately been difpofed to ac- 
knowledge its fupremacy, All ecclefiaftical authority had, till 
about four years before the acceffion of Henry II. been exercifed by 
her own prelates; nor had the ceremonies and difcipline of her 
church, points of the greateft moment in this age, been conform. 
_able to thofe of Rome., The pontificate, however, by the inte- 
yefted zeal of its numerous and active emiffaries, had at length con- 
‘trived to extend its influence even to this remote ifland ; had alarm- 
ed the Irith clergy with fears of the irregularity of their ecclefiafti- 
cal conititution, and perfuaded them to fubmit to a reform model- 
led and dictated by Rome. Cardinal Paparon was, in the year 
eleven hundred and fifty two, admitted into Ireland with a legan- 
tine commiffion : three thoufand ecclefiaitics aflembled by his di- 
re€tion in the town of Drogheda : four palis were folemnly received 
from the pope by the prelates of Armagh, Dublin, Cafhel, and 
Tuam : the celebration of Eafter was adjulted according to the Ro- 
mith decifions; and for the further reformation of the church, the 
celibacy of the clergy was enforced, and their privileges and pro- 
perties fecured by various canons. Thus was the correfpondence 
opened with the church of Ireland, and the pre-eminence of Rome 
formally acknowledged. It remained therefore for the pope to im- 
prove thefe favourable beginnings, to embrace the occafion of ex- 
tending his new dominion in Ireland, as well as to conciliate the 
friendthip of Henry, A bull was framed without delay, fully con- 
formable to the wifhes and purpofes of the king. 


The bull is inferted in the Hiftory, and.affords a ftriking 
inftance of the artifices which were ufed to fanctify papal ufur- 
pation. It was prefented to Henry, together with a ring, the 
token of his invelliiure, as rightful fovercign of Ireland. 

Dr. Leland produces the authority of ancient manufcripts to 
inform us, that from the cate of the pope’s bull, the fynods 
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in Ireland multiplied, and their regulations were enforced,. as 
it were, with an affected folicitude to take away the reproach 
of their church. They are faid to have made’ the moft falu- 

tary ordinances, not only for the prefervation of clerical difci- 

pline, but for the reformation of manners: and, (as our au- 

thor remarks, what befpeaks.neither barbarifin nor ignorance) 

they provided for the regular inftru@tion of their’ dlergy. But 

whether the zeal and folicitude they teftified on this occafion 

were merely accidental, or purpofely intended to demenftrate 

that the reformation of their church did not require the inter 
ference of a foreign prince, we muft acknowledge with Dr. 

Leland, that had ccncert or policy fubfifted in Ircland, the in- 

habitants cought to have united in the moft vigorous meafures 

to oppofe the projected invafion,, Such a negleé& certainly ;af- 

forces {trong reafon to conclnde, that Ireland was at this period 

in a very diftracled fituation ; and that in fa& it was fo, ‘evi. 

dently eppears from its annals. The monarch was, at this 

time little more than. nominal, poffefling but a fmall fhare of 
influence, and fcarce any poweriin the kingdom. -The ifland 

was divided into different fattions, and in every quarter, the 

chieftains affumed the title, and exercifed the authurity of fo- 

vereigns. Such was the, ftate of the country, when Dermod, 

infligated by revenge and,,ambition, folicited the affiftance of 
the Englfh to regain his‘\dominions, of which he had been de- 

prived by the fuperior force of his rivals; promifing t» ac- 

knowledge Henry as his liege lord, and hold his territories in 

waffulage to the crown vf England. We thall. prefent our rea- 

ders with the author’s account of his firft expedition, which laid 

the foundation of the Englith power in Treland. 

‘ — the period at length arrived, when Dern.o! was to difcover 
his infincerity, and, to alfert, at the head of an zrmy, the rights he 
had fo folemnly relinquified. Robert Fitz-Stephen had colleéted his 
forces, confitting of thirty knights, fixty men in armour, and three 
hundred archers, all chofen meu cf Wales, and-embarking in three. 
fhips about the beginning of the month of May, in the year eleven 
hundred and feventy, arsived at a creek called the Bann, near the 
city of Wexford. With thefe came Hervey of Mountmories, not 
mith any military train, but as the emulary of his nephew the earl 
of Chepiiow, te survey the coumtry, aad to report its fate and cir- 
cunitaaces to Richard, fo as to dwe& him im his intended enter- 
prize. This troop was the very next day reinferced by Maurice of 
Pendergait, a valiant We:chinan, at the head of ten knights and 
two bundred archers. The commotion which was, naturally pro- 
duced through the adjacent country by. the landing of @ foreign 
force, ferved to alarm the Britons, who, before they, adventured 
to march forward, fent immediately to Dermod to,notify. their ar- 
rival, and to demand his affiitaace.. The Irith prince,was filled 
with the utmoit exultation. Numbers of his fubjecis, who had 
abandoned him in his diltrefs, confidered this event .as.a certain 
ailurance of his fpeedy reitoration, and now crowded.eagerlyto. bis 
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ftandard. He inftantly fent five hundred men,.headed by his nas 
tural fon Donald, a youth of diftinguifhed bravery, to join the in- 
vaders. He himfelf feon followed, received his foreign allies with 
every expreflion of joy and affection, renewed thofe promifes he 
had made in England; and their mutual ftipulations being ad- 
jufted, and ratified with all due folemnity, they proceeded to con- 
cert the operations of war, and the. meafures moft effectual for 
their own interefis and the fervice of the prince of Leinfter. 

« It was refolved to march to Wexford, a city about twelve miles 
diftant from their place of landing, the reduétion of which was 
an object of great importance, and of which Fitz Stephen was 
by treaty to become pofleffor. It was garrifoned by a body of Irith 
and Oftmen, as they were called, men of violent and undifciplined 
bravery, who marched out boldly to meet their affailants. But 
when they came to view the Britith forces, whofe numbers they 
had defpifed, they found au enemy quite different froni thofe they 
liad hitherto encountered ; no difordered crowd, but a regular and 
well-appointed body, whofe barbed horfes, fhining armour, regi 
lar difcipline, and compofure, formed a new and terrifying f{pec- 
tacle ta thefe natives. They declined the engagement ; yet {till re- 
folving to defend their city even to the laft extremity, then fet fire 
to the fuburbs and adjacent villages, and retired within their walls. 

* Fitz-Stephen and his affociates, encouraged by this retreat, ad- 
vanced with the greater confidence, led up their forces to the walls, 
and making the neceflary difpofitions, proceeded to a vigorous af- 
fault, aflured of immediate viétory. But the garrifon, on their 

art, made an obftinate defence: and-after many efforts of valour, 
the Britons had the mortification to find themfelves obliged to re- 
tire with the lofs of eighteen of their'number. Their Lith allies 
were confounded at the ill fuccefs of this firft attempt: but the fpi- 
rit of Fitz-Stephen was not fo eafily fubdued. He drew off his 
men to the fea-fhore, and to convince them that their fole reliance 
muftsbe upon their valour, he fet fire to his own tranfports amon 
other veflels which lay at anchor; and the next day, having firlt 
ordered divine fervice to be performed in his camp, with ail fo 
lemnity, he difpofed his forces with greater care and circuntIpec- 
tion, and again led them to the affaulr, animated by devotion, im- 
patient of their late difgrace, and convinced of the neceffity of 
conquering. 
_ € ‘Their motions had not been unobferved by the garrifon. Thefe 
*men, who were accuftomed to fee contefts finally decided by, the 
fuccefs of one vigorous impreffion, were aftonifhed at this perfever- 
ing refolution. ‘The clergy in particular were terrified, and made 
the moft paflionate remonftrances againft an oppofition whioh muft 
prove fatal to all within the walls. It was at length agreed to treat 
with the befiegers ; and a deputation of the principal inhabitants, 
with two reverend bifhops at their head, were fent to: fettle the 
terms of capitulation. They propofed that Wexford fhould be 
furrendered to Dermod; that all the inhabitants fhould acknow- 
Jedge him as their fovereign, be admitted to renew their oaths of 
allegiance, and received into his fervice; and that four principal 
citizens thould become hoftages for the peaceable fubmiffion and 
fidelity of the Wexfordians. The infolence, refentment, and fuf- 
picions of Dermod protraéted this treaty for three days ; when the 
authority of his prelates, and the advice of his foreign allies at 
length prevailed. He accepted the fubmiffion of his repenting fub- 


jects, and entered Wexford in ‘triumph. And now to demonftrate 
his 
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his gratitude and good faith, Fitz-Stephen and Fits Genie what 
fpeedy arrival was expected, wefe jointly invefted with ‘the lord- 
thip of. this city and its domain, rvey of Mountmorres alfo.was 
declared lord of two confilerable diftri€&ts on the co; , betw | 
Wexford arid Waterford, in order to. gratify his nephew earl | Rich- 
ard, and to convince him of the advantages to be gained in the 
fervice of the prince of Leinfter. Here then was the firft colony 
Britith inhabitants planted by thefe'‘lords ; and here they remained 
for many yeats diftinguifhed from the natives, in their manners 
and language; nor even at this day, after fo many various changes 
and revolutions, are they completely blended with the original in- 
habitants.’ iG. 


Dr. Leland produces very ftrong arguments in refutation’ of 
the affertion, ‘ that the Irith made no terms ‘for’ their own 
form of government, but wholly abolifhing their own,” they 
confented to receive the Englith laws, and fubmitted en- 
tirely to the Englifh government,’ He thinks it. fearcely 
conceivable, that a whole people fhould at once be cither 
forced or perfuaded into fo extraordinary a revolition,. vinlefs 
we can fuppofe the Irifh ‘alone to have been entirely deftitute 
of the natural attachment to their laws and cuftoms, fo gnis 
verfally confpicuous among the inhabitants of every nation. 
He likewife confiders it as highly improbable, that a politic 
and fagacious prince, fuch as Henry, fhould form a fcheme ig 
his preient firuation fo extravagant, becaufe of all others the 
moft dangerous to attempt, and the moft difficult. toveffea, 
that of obtruding in a moment an entire new fyftvm of Laws 
and polity upon a number of communities, none of which he 
had a@ually fubdued. But that no fuch defign was either at- 
tempted or effeéted, there is certainly reafon to conclude from 
many circumftances mentioned in the fequel of this -hiftory. 
It may be fufficient to fpecify one of the arguments produced 
by our author on this fubjed, aa 

‘ We have obferved that by an ordinance of the fynod of .Cathel 
it was provided, that the clergy thould for the future -be free from 
poe nrg exactions. Here it 1s neceflary to produce this ordinance 

t jarge. 
; ss All the ecclefiaftical lands and pofleffions thall be entirely free 
from every exaction of fecular men, And efpecially no petty kin 
or lords, or any potentates of lveland, nor their children or fami- 
lies, thall for the future exact maintenance or entertainment, ac- 
cording to cuftom, in the ecclefiaftical | territories, or \prefume to 
extort them by violence. And that deteftable entertainment, which 
is four times a year required by neighbouring lords, thall not for 
the future be demanded from the ecclefiaftical towns..-And more- 
over, in all cafes of homicide committed by the laity, as often: as 
they fhali compound for the fame with their adverfaries; the 
who are their relations fhall pay nothing on this account ; but as 
they had no part in the perpetration of the homicide, :fo thal) they 
be free from. contributing to the fine.” trey, et 

« It cannot be fuppofed that the execution’of the Irith laws thould - 
be thus regulated, if thefe laws were entirely abolifhed, the 

Clergy 
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clergy were to be exempt, from, Coyn, Cofhering, and other like 
exactions, it is evident that the petty kings and lords were {ftill to 
demand them from others. If the clergy were not to contribute 
to the Eric in cafes of murder, it follows thar this compenfation 
was ftill to be paid by the laity ; and of confequence that the old 
Trith polity was not only to fubfilt, but warranted, fecured, and 
regulated, in an aflembly, convened by the authority of Henry. 
Heré then, were there no other, we havea direct proof of a regu- 
Jar compact between this monarch and the Irifh chieftains. They 
ftipulated to become his vaffals and tributaries. Se was to protect 
them in the adminiffration of their petty governments according to 
their own model: and thus we fhall find that their governments were 
actually adminiftered.—** They governed their people,” faith Sir 
John Davies, * by the Brehon Jaw; they made their own magi- 
ftrates and officers ;, they pardoned and punifhed all maiefactours 
within their feverall countries; they made warre and peace one 
with another without controulinent ;, and this they did not onely 
during the raigne of Henry II, but afterwardes in ali times, even 
untill the ‘raigne of queen Elizabeth."—Not originally by the con- 
nivance.of their new fovertign, or in oppolition to his authority, 
but by his fanction and allowance, as appears from the acts of aa 
aflembly which derived their authority from his ratification. 

It is in the next place obfervable, tliat the conceffions of the 
Irith lords were uniformly made to Henry and bis heirs. .And-as 
England was now confeffedly the firit and capital member of his do- 
minions, by his heirs we malt underfiand his lawful fucceffors to the 
crown of England. , So that the intention of bis treaties with the 
Irifh chieftains appears to bé, that the kings of England fhould for 
ever become lords paramount of the territories which thefe chicf- 
tains retained, and inheritours of thofe which they abfolytely re- 
figned: not'that Henry fhould be warranted to grant, or .tvansfer 
his Irifh dominions, or to. fell bis lrith vailals as villains of the foil, 
but that the fipulated obsdience fhould be paid tothe kings of 
England in Jawful fucceffion ; and the territories refigned fhould 
remain for ever annexed to this kingdom, and appendent on) this 
dignity. Or, to exprefs.it in the language of ‘the patent of Hensy 
Ill. to his fon Edward, that they fhould not be feparated from the 
Crown, but wholly remain to the Kiags of Eagland for ever. 

‘ By his tranfactions both with the natives and the original ad- 
venturers, Henry had now acquired the abfolute dominion of feve- 
ral maritime cities, and- ther: dependencies. The. province of 
Leintter was. claimed by Strongbow, as the heir of king Dermod, 
and he confented to hold it of the king and his heirs. ‘he acqui- 
fitions in Meath appear a!{o to have been ceded to the king; nor 
did the Englith acknowledge any righ ful fovereign of this diftriét 
fince the death of M‘Laghlin; fo that Henry bad now a confider- 
able:territory, and a number of fubjeétsiin the ifland,; and had the 
utmott ireafon. to expect a fpeedy encreafe of both And to thefe 
his fubjeéts, he indeed granted the Englith laws, according to the 
teftimony of Matthew Paris, not: as a model whereby they might 
govern them/elves; and frame their own polity; for then they had 
no need to exprefs their gratitude to the king for wnat they unight 
have adopted themieives, ‘if, by their change.of fipuation, they 
had lof the privileges of Englifh fubjects: neither> in this cale was 
there'any propriety or necefliny for an oath tothe king, whereby 
they were bound to the oblervance of thefe laws.) On the comrary, 
it. was declared by thisitrenfuttion,: by their grateful acceprance of 
the Enghith laws, and the: fo.ema engagemcnistoebey them, that, 
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s they refigned their Irith acquifitions, and renewed their-allegi 
ae te che Kite, he, on his part, confented that they fhould ill 
be confidered as the fubjeéts of this realm, and ftill retain the ad. 
‘vantages of that conftitution which, as fubjects, sf formerly en- 
joyed, and which he gracioufly declared that they fhould retain in 
the fame capacity, without any diminution of their ae » OF apy 
change in their relation to the king. Hence the neceffity of a new 
‘oath, whereby they were bound in due allegiance to. and 
his heirs, and to the faithful obfervance of the laws of his realm in 
their new fetrlements, thus made a part and member of this realm, 

infeparably conneéted, and intimately confolidated with it.’ 


Hiftorians have much contefted, whether the grant made 
by Henry II. to his fn John, of the lordthip of Ireland, con- 
tained an abfolute renunciation of the. fovereignty, of. that 
country to him and his heirs for ever, or was only meant to 
convey the right of exercifing a delegated power. | There are 
circumftances that favour a determination on either fide of 
the queftion; bat fubfequent events. precluded the difputes 
which might have been the confequence.of the ambiguous in- 
terpretation.of the grant, and a-difcuffion of the point, there- 
fore, was never of any importance to hiftory. . Though a le- 
gate was fent to England from the pope, with an offer of per- 
forming the ceremony of John’s coronation in Ireland ; pre- 
fenting him, at. the fame time, with a-curious diadem of pea- 
cock’s feathers, hallowed by’ the benediétion of the Roman 
pontiff ; yet Henry, whether difliking, as our author imagines, 
this officisus interference of the pope, when it. was not necef- 
fary to his purpofes, or apprehending that too great exaltation 
might encourage his fon to fuch aés of difobedience as he had 
already experienced in his family, declined this gracious offer, 
and fent John to his government without any additional.,titie 
or ceremonial, but with a confiderable force, and a magnifi- 
cent attendance, .They embarked in ‘a fleet of fixty fhips, 
and !anded at Waterford. We fhall prefent our readers with 
this author’s lively and entertaining account of the progrefs of 
this expedition. | 

‘ The fame of this embarkation had. a happy influence, upon 
the Irith chieftains, of whom {feveral, the moft refractory, now 
determined to 40 homage to the king’s fon, terrified by the mag- 
nificent reprefentations of his force, and reconciled to fubmiffion 
by the dignity of his birth and ftation. But thofe native Jords of 

- Leiniter, who had ever adhered to the Englifh government, were 
the firit to pay their duty to rhe prince, and to congratulate his are 
rival. They quickly flocked to Waterford, and exhibited a fpec- 
tacle to the Norman courtiers, which could not fail to provoke 
their contempt and:ridicule. They faw men cloathed in a manner 
totally different from ‘their own, with hair of a different form, 
buthy beards, and all the marks of what they. readily pronounced 
to be rudenefs and barbarilm. Tele unfathionable figures, who 
neither fpake their language, nor were acquainted with: their man- 
ners, advanced with great eafe through the glittering circle, and, 
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according to their own cuftoms and notions of refpect, attempted 
to‘kifg the young prince. His attendants ftepped in, and prevent- 
ed ‘this horrid violation of decorum, by rndely thrufting away the 
Irith Jords. The whole aflembly burit into peals of laughter, pluck- 
ed ‘the beards, and committed various perfonal indignities upon 
their guefts and allies, to demonitrate their own fuperiour elegance 
of manners, and gratify the childifh petulance of their mafter. 
Such ‘were the tempers and underftandings that were to regulate 
the affairs of a difordered kingdom, to protec their adherents, to 
conciliate the unfriendly, and to reduce the difobedient. 

* The Frith lords, amidft all this difgulting plainnefs and novelty 
of appearance, were fpirited and proud ; tenacious of their fiate, 
and of all men moft impatient of the dighteft mark of contempt. 
‘They turned their backs upon the court, boiling with indignation ; 
they met others of their countrymen haftening to the prince ; they 
related the manner of their own reception ; they enflamed them to 
the higheft pitch of refentment ; they returned to their habitations, 
collegied their families and fubftance, and repairing, fome to the 
chiefs of Connaught, others to thofe of Thomond and Defmond, 
enlarged on the indignities they bad fuftained, expreffed their own 
determined purpole of revenge, entreated the more powerful lords 
to unite bravely againft an enemy pofleffled with an obftinate and 
implacable averfion to their whole nation, in defpite of every con- 
-ceffion or fubmiflion ; requefting them ferioufly to confider what 
treatment they were to expect who had difcovered any reluétance 
in yielding to the Englith invaders, when thofe who had been the 
firfi to fubmit, found their fervices repaid with contemptuous in- 
folence and outrage. The flame was readily caught.- The chief- 
trains agreed, inftead of proceedifg to do homage to prince John, 


to forget their private animofities, to unite in fupport of their in- 
dependence, and to bind themfelves in folemn Jeague to exert their 
utmoit endeavours to free their country from thefe imperious fo- 
reigners, | 

‘ To enflame this dangerous {pirit yet further, the attendants of 
prince John thought themfelves every where privileged to harrafs 


and opprefs. Even in the maritime towns, which king Henry had 
peculiarly referved to himfelf, new grants were pretended, and new 
claims advanced againf the citizens, to deprive them of their pof- 
feffions ; fo that, inftead of doing martial fervice, thefe veterans 
were wholly engaged in vexatious litigation, to. guard againit the 
attempts of rapacioufnefs and fraud. ‘The Irifhinen who had peace- 
ably fubmitted to live under Fnglith lords, and held the Jands af- 
figned to thei for their fervices by Englith tenures, were treated 
with ftill lefs referve. They. were at once driven from their fetrle- 
ments with the moft difdainful infolence, to make way for thefe 
luxurious courtiers, or their minions. They fled to the enemy 
with the moft rancorous averfion to their oppreflors; informed them 
of the fituation and circumftances of the Englith fettlements ; taught 
them thofe arts of war, which tbey had learned by a long intercourfe 
with the foreigners, and direéted where their attacks might be mot 
effectual and diftreffing. 

‘ While the ftorm of war was thus colleéting, John kept his ftate 
in idle pomp, and his attendants indulged in their ufual excefles.” 

*‘ —Eight months of. diforder had elapfed, before Henry was 
fully informed of the dangerous fituation of his Irith interetts, and 
dgtermined to recal young John from a government fo weakly and 
wantonly adminiftered. Ihe king had about this time been un- 


happily deprived of the fervices of Hugh de Lacy. The late in- 
curfions 
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€tirfions into Meath had not been repelled: without confiderable dae 
mage to his lands, which, when the: country had :beem oncé'com+ 
pofed, he was indefatigable in repairing. He proceeded» without 
delay to rebuild the old, and to ere. new forts,. incevery: fituation . 
which required ftrength. Earneftly intent on. thefe; important 
works, his cuftom was to overfee the labourers, among whom) were 
many of his Irifh tenants, to point out their: bul and, often- 
times to labour in the trenches with his own hands, for.their. greater 
encouragement and direétion. One of thefe forts bé was »proceed- 
ing to ereét at. Dorrowe, or Derwarth, as the shiftorians ¢all, the 
place, upon the fite of a venerable.abbey. ‘The: Ivith-were,thocked 
at fuch profanation. of this antient feat of devotion, a’ refidence of 
one of their moft renowned faints; and the hatred of their inva~- 
der, enflamed by this fuperftition, operated upon onesof; the work, 
men. even. to. a degsee of phrenfy. _ He feized the moment whea 
Lacy was. employed in the trenches; and as he ftooped downite 
explain his orders, drew out his battle-axe, which had been: con- 
cealed under his long mantle, and at one vigorous blow fmote.off 
his head. He was too much favoured by his countrymen, not. te 
effect his efcape. The flame of infurrection was infantly rerkindled 
in Meath. he news of Lacy’s death was eagerly fpread abroad, 
and joyfully received. The ignorant clergy reprefanted it avan adt 
of vengeance executed by the holy Kolomb-kill on this facrilegious 
ufurper of his abbey, and ravager of Irith churches. The: peagie 
were thus taught to exult and triumph ip. this treacherous affaili- 
nation; and the Irith infurgents of all. parts were confirmed’ and 
encouraged in their boftile purpofes. As the rebuff and’ boilterous 
valour of. de Courcy feemed to be Henry’s beft refource in this dan- 
gerous fituation of affairs, he was:entrufted with the, Irith govern- 
ment ; and John returned to England with his giddy train, who 
_ feemed pleafed to efcape from a country of tufbulende and danger.” 
This difafter was followed by a new feene: of coafufion. in 
Ireland, and the death of Henry Ify Dr. Leland» obferves, 
that fome writers have been at confiderable pains to defend 
the invafian of Ireland upon .the principles of juice 5, bur 
Henry himfclf, he thinks,. was too difcerning ferioufly:to.,cone - 
fider as valid any of the ctaims’he alledged-to-the fovereignty: of 
that country, and ufed them only as a pretext; to give fome 
degree of plauftbility to his enterprize. Whatever, might be 
the private fentiments.of Heory. on, this head, our author, ftates 
the origin of the Englith power im Ireland ima fair,and:impar- 
tial manner, S) SES SST 2 
‘ Some Englifh lords, fays he, with their vaflals, engaged in the 
fervice of an exiled. prince in ong.,of.the Irifh provinces. _ They 
have towns.and lands afligned to them, for their fervice, in aihfing 
him to recover his, dominions, ,, They refiga their acquiftions to 
Henry, and are again invefted with mof pe gs berg which they. cone 
* fent to bold as his liege fubjects,.by the ufual.Englith tenures. 
Henry, on bis part, promifing that thefe, his fubjedts, in. their new 
fettlement, fhall, with all their dependencies, enjoy the advantage 
of their old conftitution, and be governed by the laws of England. - 
Several of the [rith chiefs alfo fubroit to pay homage and tribute - 
- to Henry; and in confequence of. their ceffions receive bis promife 
to enjoy their other rights and privileges. Roderic, who ~ 
> i upe- 
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fuperiority over the others, after having bidden defiance to the 
Englith monarch for a while, at-length, by a treaty regularly con- 
duéted and’ executed, engages on his part to become his liege- 
man, and to pay him tribute; on which condition it is. exprefly 
ftipulated that he thall enjoy his rights, lands, and fovereignties, 
as fully as before the king of England ever appeared, or interfered 
in Ireland. _No contracts could be more explicitly or precifely af 
certained. Accordingly, the Englith adventurers govern their dif- 
tri&t by their dwn model ; the native chiefs, through far the greater 
part of Ireland, act independently of the Englith: government 5 
make war and peace, enter into leagues and treaties amongit each 
other; punith malefaétors, and govern by their own antient laws 
and cuftoms. It requires but a moderate attention to the records 
of thefe times, to know what — of real power Henry ac- 
quired in Ireland ; and. but a moderate. fkill.in politics. to decide 
what rights he acquired either over the Englith adventurers, or 
the native Irith, by his federal tranfactions with each ; whether we 
confider the grounds of his invafion, or the natare and extent of 
their fubmiffions,. or the purport of his ftipulations.’ 


_ This learned writer gives an accurate account of the fituation of 
Trith affairs at the acceflion of every fucceeding monarch ; and 
from the whole it appears, that tho’ from the time of Henry II. 
the kings. of England affe&ted to govern Ireland by their depu- 
ties, it'was not till after many ages that the inveterate conten- 
tions among the chieftains in that country were extinzuifhed ; 
and that either the poffeffion of the ifland became fecure, or much 
advantage was derived from it to the Englith power. 


* It was the perverfe fate of Ireland, fays the hiftorian, to fuffer 
more from the mott renowned than the weakeft of Englith mo- 
narchs. Kings poffefied with vaft fchemes of foreign conqueft, 
had little a:tention to thofe complicated diforders which required 
the utmoft circumfpection to compofe, and little leifure to apply 
the necefiary remedies. Their Irith deputies, far from being equal 
to the momentous defign, were generally too weak to fubdue, and 
too prejudiced to conciliate the moft offenfive difturbers of the 
public peace. The perpetual hoftility in which the different par- 
ties lived, effectually prevented .the introduction of tirofe arts, 
which contribute to the comfort and refinement of mankind. Even 
foreign merchants could not venture into fo dangerous a country, 
without ‘particular letters of ‘protection from the throne. The 
perpetual fucceffion of new adventurers from England, led by in- 
tereft er neceffity, ferved only to enflame diffenfion, inftead of im- 
troducing any effential improvement. Lawyers fent from England 
were notorioufly infufficient, if not corrupt; and ‘as fuch, had 
frequeritly ‘been ‘the objeéts of complaint. The meannefs of the 
Englith clergy was only redeemed by their implicit attachment to 
the crown. Even prelates were commonly made the inferiour agents 
of government in collecting forces, and raifing war againft the frith. 
enemy; but were not tobe enticed into this fervice, unlefs by 
remittances fiom the exchequer. Attendance in parliament they 
dreaded‘ as the greateft hardthip ; and either recurred to mean ex- 
cufes to avert the penalty of abfence, or fued to the king to be ex- 
empted by’ patent from contributing or aflenting to thoie laws, by 
which they were to be governed.” 

Dr. 
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Dr. Leland, with:his ufual judgment, invalidates tlie credibi- 
lity of the anetdote relative to’ thé éxttaordinary bi en 
John De Courcy, fo famous in the annals of Ireland. — 
proceeds his, narrative becomes more foterelting, 9a ad 
his genius to rife-in proportion to the importance of the fabj 
-uBerwomut fufpend our account : tof this truly valuable bit. 
tory, till our next Review. Ae ae 
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I], Midical Confultations on various Difeafes: sublileod pgm 
Letters of Thomas ‘Thompfon, M. Dy Phyfician to: bis late 
Royal Highnefi Frederic Prince of Wales. 8ve, 54s) Hawes." 


]* the Preface to, thefe Confultations we. are informed,, that, 
many of them are publifhed from the original Letters of’ 
Dr. Thompfon to the editor, who knowing: other’ perfons’ of 
the faculty with whoin likewife the do@tor correfpond x 1, Pto~ 
cured (rom them copies of the remaining Confultations in,this 
colleGiion. . : The <ditor facther informs mus; that hiss ondy: mo-. 
tive to the publication. was an opinion, that. the work? wotild’ 
be ufeful to, young phyficians ; as it contains almoft a complete. 
We enfirely acquiefce in abe feiitiments. of, this gentleman Tel 
peGing the utility oft the work; :and:we may add:inits faveur;” 
that it correfponds:with the idea weventertain: of the medical 
abilitits of the late’ Dr. Thompfon,’ Excepting. a’ few of the 
Letiers. which are addreffed to perfons. of quality, the, author. 
has invefligated the,.cafes of the: feveral patients swith: great. 
precifion. Iv forming his opinion of the nature of’ each*com+: 
plaint, as well_aS in drawing thé proprioftic, he has been’ in-' 
variably guided By the principles of reafon and experience... 
His prefcriptions are, equally {imple aud, efficacions.; and’ the 
whole Confultations are written inian accurate:and per{picuous, , 
yet an eafy and familiar ftyle. -After‘thefé general “renparks,’ 
it willbe fufficient to lay before our readers a {pecimen ‘of the, 
work, sor isaroler.t 
© Of an ‘Obftruation ‘of. the, Menfes, : 

‘ Lam not fatisfied.that the vomitin zy, and head.ach,.: ‘of ptbichs: 
your patient, Mis complains, is owing to the-caufe fo, cone, 
tidently afcribed by her relations; namely, her haying) fink tant 
dithes of bad tea at the afiembly.. -. got ors 

‘ In the firft place, it would appears, that, her. pte ee enh ~ 
filters, befides feveral other ladies, partook, of the famevteas andi 
probably in much the fame quantity, withont experi¢neing any 
bad effect. Lam very,ready.to make an allowance. for .the :differ- 
ence of conftitutions, and the peculiar, circumitances. of, individa- 


als, as practice every day affords fubject for obfervations of, that 
kind ; but at the fame time we ought to be cautious of i gushee of 








to'any particular caufe, what is moré probably the confequence of 
another, efpecially in ‘cafes where the method of cure mult be 
greatly varied Jby ‘that determination, . Ia judging of the opeoca-! 
tactic caule of a difeafe, where it feems to be equivocal, 1 have 
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always made it a rule to be guided in my opinion by 4 view of 
_-the natural conformity of the fuppofed caufe to the circumftanceg: 
of the conftitution, and the effeéts produced in it: nor do 1 know 
be Mk other criterion we can rationally decide on the fubject, 

“Gt'fo often happens in phyfic, that two or more caufes, appa- 
rently coincide, to which a difeafe ‘may be referred, that without 
fucly an-examination of their refpective claims. to fuperiority, our 
ideas of the nature of difeafes, as depending om particular caufes,, 
muft be for ever involved in obfcurity. 

“© Tt appears from your reprefentation of the cafe of this young 
lady, ‘that her menfes have been greatly obftruéted for three months 
mor’ A head:ache, therefore, and ficknefs at the ftomach, are no 
unufual, fymptoms in that, fituation ; and though they 4eem not to 
have fupervened till the night of the afflembly, there is the ftrong- 
eft réafon for admitting them to be the confequence of a diforder 
which:is always attended with a difpofition to produce fuch effeéts. 

* In. what I-have above advanced, towards afcertaining the ge- 
nuine nature of Mifs ——-—'s complaint, I have refted the argu- 
ment'chiefly on the infufficiency of the caufe alledged by her re- 
lations, and the probability of its being ultimately derived from a 
more remote‘origin, But may it not be farther urged in refutation 
of ‘their opingony that bad the diforder been,occafioned: merely by: 
drinking badtea, why fhould.it.continue for the fpace of almoft a 
fortnight ? we feldom find that any irritation fo long furvives the 
difcharge of the caufe which produced it. é, 

* L am therefore of opinion that the young lady’s complaint pro- 
ceeds originally from an obftruétion of the menfes, and that the! 
cure of it is not to,be attempted by perfevering any longer in the 
ufe of vomits, which, though frequently of advantage in removing 
that diforder, when the indication is to communicate a greater im-. 
pulfe to the fluids, might prove of dangerous confequence in a cafe 
where the patient is fo plethoric.as the is reprefented tobe. The 
firt ftep we ought to takes bleeding, in order to diminifh the ful- 
nefg of the veflels ; and I think. it would be proper to draw a few 
ounces from the arm, according to the practice of Riverius, pre- 
vious to opening a Vein in the foot. The diforder may foon, per- 
haps be: removed-by this operation ; or if it fhould continue a lon- 

er time, I make no doubt of its. being completely cured by pro~ 
ecuting the other common methods of cure. The medicines, 
which “promife to be moft beneficial in the prefent cafe are, leni- 
tive cathartics, and the pilule Rufi, to which two or three grains 
of calomel may fometimes be added. The tinétura helleb. nig. is 
much ufed by my learned friend Dr. Mead, for obftruétions in fan- 
guine-conttitutions; but it feems to me to be more fuccefsful in 

oting the firft menftruation in young girls when that is attend- 
ed. with difficulty, than in removing future obftractions. I enter- 
tain the hope of being foon informed that the young lady is reftored’ 
to perfe& health, and am, &c. 
P.S: Lhave not mentioned any topical applications, as it is proba- 

\ ble that'the ufe ‘of the Pediluvia has already been advifed, which 

I think extremely proper. Even the Semicupium might be ufed 

- with great advantage. As‘to any other, if -you except cupping-’ 

giafles; they feem to me unneceffary.* 


The volume contains feventy-three cafes chiefly on different. 
diforders ;. and the editor has:mentioned, at the end of each let~ 
ter, the iflac of fuch of the cafes as fell within his knowledge. 

, ” Ill, Ob- 
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int. Ob/enssation on Epidemic Diforders, awit Remairks on Nervous 
and Malignant Fevers. By James: Sims, M. D. Se. 58 
Johnfon. 


1X the Preface to this work, tHe rdiboe:' amidft fever juft 
* animadyerfions on the conduct, of medical writers, informs 
us, that be has.endeavcured to recover the old tra& of careful 
obfervation, which he thinks has been too much forfaken fince 
the days. of Sydenham. Withowt paying Dr. Sims any un- 
merited compliment, we. are ready to acknowledge his having 
fuccefsfully trod in the fteps of that celebrated pra@ical phyfi. 
cian, whofe attention to nature in the progr refs of difeafes will 
for ever render his name diftingnifhedin the annals of phyfic. 
It affords us additional fatisfaQion to underftand, that, our aue ’ 
thor has not confined his abfervations to his own p radlice only, 
but that he has been equally attentive to the call e of other 
phyficians who bordered upon him, where he had an oppor- 
tunity of feeing it. For we join with him in opinion, that 
the phyfician who obferves difeafes within the circle of his 
own management exclufively,. will be liable to miftake for the 
natural fymptoms of a difeafe,thofe which are merely the con- 
fequences of his particular method ‘of treating it, But whilft 
we approve of this induftrious method of collefting obfer- 
yations, ,we are not infenfible that by men who are des 
flitute- of candor, it may be practifed to. the perverfion of 
truth, and the detriment of medical knowledge ; though we 
are confcious that not the moft diftant charge of fach illiberal 
condué can be in the fmalleft degree applicable to’ the judici- 
ous author now before is, who fo far from infinuating cenfure 
againft the pragtice of others, delivers his remarks without 
mentioning the fources from whence they were drawn, 

Thefe.obfervations were made chiefly in the county of Ty- 
rone in Ireland, from the year 1765, to 1770 inclufive, Dr. 
Sims divides this period into four conftitutions, in each where- 
of he accurately relates the, ftate of. the wéather, the difeafes 
which prevailed, and the fuccefsful method of cure. Among 
his ufeful obferyations on the firft of. the above conftitutions, 
the following, relative to ae in the bilious colic, are 
worthy of attention, 

‘ When the bilious ftuff lodged i in ‘or near the ftomach, the 
pulfe was finall and intermitting; .but when the peccant caufe 
had paffed farther onward, became much fuller and ftronger. 
Ta both.cafes the patient bore bleeding well ; and in the Jatt a 
repetition of if was often meceflary, The former. of thefe. 
cafes, I think, as well as fome of an ihiae pafon which I had 
the misfortune to fee, attended with a low pulf., fhould make 
You. XXXV. May, 1773, a "Us 
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us cautious of allowing a weak pulfe to deter us from drawi 
blood in thefe complaints. Wherever there is the fmalleft ap- 
prehenfion of inflammation, either prefent or future, it fhould 
not be omitted. Nor have I ever failed to dire& it in fuch, 
cafes, without reafon to repent it afterwards. . Thefe diforders 
of the ftomach and bowels are too rapid to admit long time 
for deliberation, and whatever is to be performed, meft be 
done immediately. As to a fecond bleeding, the eale is 
otherwife. The firft, tf judicioufly applied, and followed by 
proper medicines, generally abates the danger of mortification, 
’ whiehvin thefe parts of the human body, always treads Cclofe 
npon the heels of inflammation, . And here [ cannot help 
‘mentioning with regret, my having heard it inculcated by a 
very old profeffor of medicine, in conformity with Boerhaave’s 
g51ft and 962nd aphorifms, that a bard full pulfe was the 
only true mark of inflammation in the ffomach and bowels. 
This doétrine, if generally received, might, I apprehend, be 
prodaftive of much mifchief, as I can fafely affert, that mofk 
of thofe cafes which have fallen under my imfpection, were 
attended with a weak quick and unequal one, efpecially where 
the ftomach was principally concerned.” 

On account of the frequent inefficacy of every ufual method 
for curing the iliae paffion, our author appears to entertain 
an opinion, that a deviation from them would not ‘be unjufti- 
fiable. On this fubject alfo we entirely accede ‘to his fenti- 
ments, when, as in the prefent cafe, the innovation proceeds 
from a phyfician of eminent abilities and experience, and one 
who feems not difpofed to. fubmit inrplicitly to the angenious 
fuggeftions of theory. For this reafon we fhall prefent our 
readers with the author’s propofal for the treatment of the 
iliac paflion. 

‘ The way which f would propofe ts, after a Sufficient 
quantity of blood has been drawn, by a great load of bed- 
cloaths to endeavour forcing a profafe fweat. In this cafe ft 
have no doubt of the pain abating confiderably ; and the fto- 
mach during its continuance would moft probably retain what- 
ever medicines were prefcribed, agreeable to what Sydenham 
remarks in the peftilential fever, which was attended with the 
greateft vomitings: This. fweat might of itf!f do much to- 
wards completing the cure ; but although it did not, we fhould 
{till gain time by it, to a hinaiter jaxhtivey’: in a mach fafer 
way than can be procured by opium, which fo greatly coun- 
teradts their operation. The fuccels of fweating in the pleu- 
rify, and other inflammatory cafes, may give greater expecta- 
tion to. this method. This propofal muft be underftood only 


to refer to thofe iliac paflions which do not arife from a ftran- 
3 gulation 
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‘gulation of the inteftines by any mechanical caufe. Hernia I 
am convificed, very, often bring on this diforder, great care 
fhould therefore be taken to enquire into this circumfiance, aS 
nothing can obviate the complaint, and fave the patient's life, 
but their redudion.’ | : 

In our author’s account of his fecond conititution, we meet 
with a remark of much utility in pra@tice. It is, that in the 
acute rheumatilm, as wcll as moft other feverith diforders, 
where Dr. Sims has feen the bark fuccefsfully tried, it has ap» 
peared at firft to produce an“unfavourable effe&. The pains 
have been augmented for a night or two: in the thedlig fever, 
the fweats, inftead of being checked, were encreafed for a fhort 
time ; and in remittent fevers the fucceeding paroxy{m_has been 
rendered fo violent as to alarm thoie who were unacquainted 
with the operation of the medicine. 
_ The method recommended by Dr. Sims for the cure of a 

low fever, which bore a very near refemblance in all its fymp- 
toms to the nervous one defcribed by Drs, Huxham and Gil- 
‘chrift, being almoft entirely oppofite to what is advifid by 
thefe authors, we fliall fele€ it for the perufal of our readers. 

‘ An accurate confideration of the fymptoms which all 
tended to thew a collection of fome depraved humours in. the 
prime vie, together with a juft attention to the reigning epi- 
demic, which was the dyfentery, fufficientiy pointed out the 
method of cure proper in this difeafe. But though emetics 
and purgatives feemed ftrongly indicated, yet great care was 
requifite in their exhibition, None but the mildeft vomits 
could be fuffered, and even they fometimes had their incon- 
veniencies, the confuficn of the head being very readily in- 
creafed by them. ‘This’ was the more troubkfome, as when 
any advantage was expected, a frequent repetition of them be- 
came neceflary. Harfh ftrong purgatives were likewife inju- 
tious, bringing on amazing faintnefs and weaknefs, yet a long 
continuation of gentle laxatives feemed to be the true method 
of treatment. I have ever obferved that when a diftemper be= 
gan flowly, our attempts to get rid of it fhould be by flow and 
cautious means, fwiltly operating medicines only wafte the 
ftrength in fuch cafes, without procuring adequate relief: thus 
in chronic diforders we pruden'ly change the rapid emetic and 
purgative mercurials into creeping alteratives; thus a!fo I al- 
' ways found ftrong antimonials hurtful in this kind of fever. 
We are for this reafon to have great refpe& 10 the age of our 
patient. People when advanced in years find the effeéts of 
any offending caufe, and throw it off much more flowly than 
they did in the vigourof youth. Several elderly gentlemen 


have aflured me that for twenty-four or thirty- -fix hours afier 
“as catch 
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catching cold they were always ftronger, I found their facultieg: 
more alert, and would have thought themfelves in better 
health, had not frequent experience taught them to fufpec& a: 
latent malady ; but that at laft when it began to thew itfelf, 
the very fame diforder which formerly they would have fhaken 
off in two or three days, now remained upon them as many. 
weeks, norwithftanding their greater care and attention. 

* Lenitive ele@ary, foluble tartar, fal de Rochelle or Glauber’s.. 
falt were the laxatives moftly given in. this fever, and with one 
or another of thefe the Jax was fupported many days.. At firft 
little apparent advantage was perceived from them, exceptin 
that the patient did not grow worfe; and to thofe who mutt 
fhew their clevernefs by always making a fpeedy cure, this was. 
a fufficient objection ; the careful phyfician however, who had 
patience to wait for their flow but certain benefit, ever found: 
reafon to be fatisfied. It is true the fuccefs was not fo bril-: 
liant, his patients feldom having any violent fymptoms, info-. 
much'that I have known many treated in this way, who would: 
not allow that it had been a fever, alledging that it was only a. 
languor from indigeftion. He was likewife in danger of hav. 
ing his motives mifinterpreted, as if attentive to private gain: 
in preventing his patients taking thofe things which feemed, 
though falfely, to promife a fpeedy recovery. ‘To balance 
thefe he had but one comfort, that however a fufficient one, 
drawn from the fatal mifcarriages to which he faw all other 
methods liable. I hope it will not be underftood that I mean 
to recommend that trifling which I am afraid is too often prac- 
tifed in the beginning of moft fevers, Juleps, draughts, faline- 
mixtures, &c. may be of excellent fervice to fwell the apothe- 
cary’s bill, and get his recommendation to other families, but 
in gaining this, time and the patient’s ftrength are often loft 
beyond recovery. In moft fevers which appear in this climate, 
a phyfician fhould be decifive at the very firft, and not wait for 
thofe efforts of nature which feldom happen, or at leaft not . 
whilft the patient has ftrength to bear them. Yet there are 
cafes where prudence requires, not indeed his lying idle, but 
his proceeding in a flow manner, of which the diforder before 
us affords an example, and to thefe every practitioner fhould 
be able Proteus like to adapt himfelf. 

¢ It may appear odd that I have not as yet mentioned wine 
and cordiais, thofe remedies chiefly relied upon in the cure of 
fuch fevers. ‘The truth is I never faw them beneficial in the 
firft ftages of thefe complaints, and I feldom met with the lait 
ftage as deferibed by authors where they had not teen previ- 
cufly ufed, and given great affiltance to its proc ‘udions ‘This 


they effected chiefly in my opinion by preventing that falutary 
jax 
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Jax, to which natore of herfelf was fo prone; whereby the 
fomes of the diforder was retained within the bowels: certain 
J am every medicine became beneficial or hurtful as it promoted 
or checked that difcharge. There was a moderation in the 
taking of cordials required to give rife to this ftage of the dif- 
order, they otherwife killed before the diforder had continued 
fuch a length of time as to be called a nervous fever, which 
perhaps may be the reafon why the antients were unacquainted 
with this complaint. Although I have faid that cordials ferved 
greatly to bring on the laft ftage, yet what may feem very un- 
accountable, when that had once arrived they became abfo- 
lutely requifite; and I much fear that the neceflity of ufing 
them here, and at one other time to be mentioned immediately, 
has been unjuftly transferred to the beginning of the difeafe’ 
when I never faw them ferviceable. Befides, to be over cau- 
tious in prefcribing cordials is erring on much the fafeft fide, as 
I am convinced the being too fpeedy in giving them has killed 
a thoufand times as many perfons as the oppofite excefs.  Al- 
lowing the patient’s firength to fink altogether is without 
doubt improper, yet I have fcarcely ever feen any degree of 
Janguor in the clofé of fevers which could not be recovered 
from, except fuch as had been produced by the intemperate 
and early ufe of thofe fo highly praifed remedies. It may I 
think be ever held a maxim, that in a!l feverifh complaints the 
patient’s weaknefs is not to be computed from his own feel- 
ings nor the pulfe, thefe often only fhewing the greatnefs of 
the diforder, but from the length of the malady compared 
with its violence, and having a juft refpect to any great evacua- 
tions which may have happened: an attention therefore to 
thefe circumftances will be our beft guide in direQing cor- 
dials.’ 

At the clofe of his obfervations Dr. Sims has added a chap- 
ter, containing Remarks on Nervous and Malignant Fevers ; 
where, by ftrong arguments, he endeavours to eftablifh the 
opinion, that thefe fevers derive their origin from the prima 
vie. He fupports this opinion by the hiftory of thele fevers, 
as delivered by Dr. Huxham and Sir John: Pringle, and by 
collating their charafteriltic fymptoms with fuch as are excited 
by putrid, bilious, or acrid fubitances, exifting in the ftomach 
and bowels. In confequence of this. fuppofed origin of thefe 
fevers, he propofes a material alteration from the method of 
treatment advifed by the phyficians abovementioned, which he 
maintains cught not to be founded upoa .any indication of 
expelling a morkid matter from the blood veffels by diaphore- 
tics, but of difcharging the contents of the bowels by emetics- 
and purgatives, ‘This hypotheGs, however well fupported by 
a 3 ~~ the.” 





342 Percival’s Effays Medical and Experimental. Vol. If. 


the author, appears not fufficiently to correfpond with all the’ 
‘caufes, or to account for all the fymptoms’ of the malignant 
fever. Admitting Dr, Sims’s pofition concerning the origin . 
ef thefe fevers to be univerfally juft, it would Ytill feem rea- 
fonable, that where they had continued for fome time, the 
cure ought not to depend entirely on hai evacuation of the 
prima. vie, but that the contamination having reached the 
mats of blood, the aflitance of diaphorétic remédies “would 
alfo become neceffary. In the beginning of fuch fevers, the 
method propofed by our author would probably be highly ad- 
vantageous; in. their farther progrefs that of. Sir an Pringle 
and Dr. Haxham.would be indifpenfible. 

The obferyations contained in this volame appear to have: 
been made with great fidelity and attention, and are fuch as 
will be ufful in prattice. The author has diated no for- 
mulz of medicines, but advifes thofe who defire to fee extem- 
poraneous prefcription in all its prefent elegance, to confult 
The London Prattice of Phyfic, 





IV. Efays Medical and Experimental, To which are added, Sele& 
H flories of Difeafis. By Thomas Percival, M.D. F.R.S. and 
S.4. Vol. Il. 8v0. 5s. Johnfon. 


iS Baas preceding volume of Dr. Percival’s Effays * obtained 

oir approbation, as a work which difcovered ingenuity, 
experimental induftry, and medical learning. What is now 
before us bears witnefs that he continues to profecute the im- 
provement of phyfic upon the fame rational and laudable 
plan. The firft fubjeét in thefe obferyations is the columbo- 
root, a medicine hiiherto not generally known in pradtice, but 
which, from the experience of thofe who have ufed it, appears 
greatly to merit the attention of pliyficians. The account 
wherewith we are favoured of the fuccefsful exhibition of this 
root, is not to be confidered as the detail of an individual, 
partial in extolling the virtues of a favourite remedy ; for Dr. 
Percival infornts us, that he has had the fatisfaQion of receive 
ing the ftrongeft teftimonies of its efficacy in a variety of dif- 
orders, from many ‘learned gentlemen of the faculty, to whom 
he had communicated his own obfervations on. that fubje@. 

In the cholera morbus, it is affitmed the columbo root al- 
leviates the violent tormina, checks the purging and vomiting, 
corrects the putrid. tendency of the bile, quiets the inordinate 
motions of tie bovels, and fpeedily reftores the exhaufied 
ftrength of the patient. Our author tells us, that Mr. John. 





* See Crit, Rev. vol. xxv. p. 105, 
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fon, an eminent furgeon at Chefter, who ferved on board one — 
of “his majefty’s fhips in the Eaft Indies, gave the columbo- 
root in that climate to a great number of patients, often 
twenty in a day, who were feized with the cholera. mor- 
bus. He feldom employed any means to promote the dif- 


. charge of bile, or to cleanfe the ftomach and bowels, previous 
to its exhibition. He generally found that it foan {topped the 
vomiting, which was the moft fatal fymptom, aad thaf the 
purging and other complaints alfo quickly yielded’ to’ its effi- 
cacy. The mortality on board his fhip, after he ‘began’to ule 
this medicine, became remarkably lefs than in thé other vef- 
fels of the fame fleet; and this difference he imputed entirely 
to the good effeéts of the columbo-root. The dofe he gave | 
was from half a drachm to two drachms of ‘the powder, ‘every 
three or four hours, according to the urgency of the fymptomis. 

Though it be not eyident that columbo-root poffeffes -any 
degree of aftringency, yet Dr. Percival informs us, that ‘he has 
often obferved very falutary effeets from its ule, in‘diarrhceas, 
and even in the dyfentery. in the firft flage of thefe diforders, 
when aftringents would prove hurtful, he finds that. this root 
may be prefcribed, with fafety and advantage; for by_ its anti-, 
fpafmodic powers, it correéts the irregular ation of the prime 
vie. But as a cordial, tonic, and antifeptic remedy, it anfwers’ 


better when giyen towards their decline.. 

He has more than once experienced its efficacy in the vo- 
mitings which attend the bilious. colic; and in.fuch cafes 
where an emetic is judged neceflary, after adminiftering a final. 
dofe of ipecacuanha, he adwifes to wafh the ftomach with an ia- 
fufion of columbo-root. We fhall prefent our readers with 
the general account of the remaining cafes, in which Dr. Per- 
cival recommends the ufe of this remedy. 


In bilious fevers, fifteen or twenty grains of this root, with an 
equal or double. quantity of vitriolated tartar, given every four, 
five, or fix hours, produce very beneficial effects. The neutral fale 
abates the ‘febrile heat, alays thirtt) and brings ona gentle fahu- 
tary diarrheea; -whilft the columbo root fupports the firength of 
the patient, obviates the naufea and ficknefs to which he is fo much 
difpofed, and powerfully checks the feptic ferment in the prima 
viz. When the belly is fufficiently foluble, an infufion of it-may 
be direéted, well acidulatéd with'elixir vitriol. dulc. ‘It is not pro- 
bable, that the columbo may be highly ferviceable in the malig- 
nant, yellow) fever of the Weft-Indies ?. This fever is always at- 
tended with, great. ficknefs, violent reachings, and a copious. dif- 
charge of bile. ‘The vomiting recurs at fhort intervals, often be- 
comes almoit inceffant, ‘and an incredible quantity of bile is fome- 
times evacuated, in a few hours. 

4 Children during dentition, are frequently fubjeé& to fevere.vo- 
mitings and diarrhceas. In thefe cafes the columbo root is an ufe~ 


ful semedy ; and I have {een almoft inftant relief procured by it, 
Z4 when 











when other efficacious medicines had been tried in vain. The 
more.effeétually to corré& the acidities which at fuch-times ufually 
prevail, a little chalk or magnéfia may be Combined with it. . 

*. The columbo-root is extremely beneficial in alanguid ftate of 
the ftoniach, attended with want’ of ‘appetite, naufea,:and fatu- 
lence. It. may be given either in: fubftance, with fome grateful 
aromatic, or y fated in Madeira wine, and during the ule of it, - 
gentle dofes of the tinéture of rhubarb, or of any other ‘ftrengthen- 
ing and cordial purgative, fhould occafionally be preferibed. “If the 
bile appear tobe defeétive, a‘ fulficient quantity of of gall, care. 
fully ewaporated to-the confiltence, of .an extract, may be mixed 
with the powder of columbo, and. the mafs seduced ‘into pills, In 
this manner I have frequently takeh the 'columbo root myfelf, and 
have generally found my appetite increafed, and my digeltion im- 
proved by it. es: : 
.>* Habitual vomiting, when it proceeds from a weaknefs or irri- 
tability of the ftomach, from an irregular gout, from acidities, 
from acrimonious bile, or an intreafed*and depraved fecretion of 
the pancreatic juice, are greatly relieved by the ufe of columbo- 
root, in conjunétion with aromatics, chalybeates, or the teftaceous 
powders. But this difeafe often arifes,. when fuch a caule is leaft 
fulpected, from an affection of the kidneys. Under fuch circum: 
ftances, demulcents, and gentle diuretics, are the moft fuccefsful 
remedies ; though I have frequently obferved temporary relief pro 
cured by a light infufion of this root in‘mint water.- 

¢ Such an infufion fucceeds better than any other medicine [ 
have tried, in the naufea and yomitting occalioned by pregnancy. 
But it is fometimes neceflary to premile venzfection, and always 
expedient to keep the patient’s body moderately open with mag2 
nvfia? | . a 2 : 
' After reciting five particular cafes of the advantageous ex- 
hibition of the colymbo root in different diforders, Dr. Percival 
proceeds to relate the experiments which he:made 6n that me=" 
-dicine. From thefe it appears, that though Peruvian bark re- 
fifts the putrefaAion of ficth more powerfully than the columbo- 
root, yet as a prefervative of the bile from putridity, the Jat- 
ter is fuperior to the cortex, \ Columbo-root moderates, with- 
out fufpending the fermentation of alimentary mixtures ; pre- 
* vents them from becoming four ; and neutralifes acidities when 
formed; much more effeciwally than Pesuvian bark, or chamo- 
Mile flowers, ' It does not increafe the quickuefs of . the pulfe : 
for which réafon it may ‘be uféd with propriety in the phrbifis 
pulmonghs; and in he&ica] tafes, to ‘corre& acrimony, and. to 
firengthen the digeftive organs. . In fine, Dr. Percival confiders 
the ¢#lumbo-root as an ufeful. remedy in the cholera morbus ; 
diatrheeas, dyfentery, bilions fevers, a languid ftate of the’ 
flomach, attended with want of appetité, naufea, and indigef- 
tion; in habitual vomitings, proceeding from a_weaknels or 
irritability of the flomach, from an irregular gout, acicities, 
er actimonious humours, ' ta habe 
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The fecond article in this volame is, A Differtation on the 
\rchis Root. This has been publifhed in the Georgical Effays; 
08 it contains fome experiments and obfervations on the 
medicinal qualities, as vi on the culture and preparation 
of this ror, it is here ra inted, with a few corrections and 
additions. “It appears that the orchis root imight be cultivated 
to great advantage in England ; and that falep, which is a pre- 
paration of it, might be afforded at éight- pence, or ‘ten=pence 


per pound ; whereas foreign’ falep is now’ fold at five’ or fix’ 


fhillings per pound. Thefe circumftances, joined to the confi- 
deration that falep is not only wholefome, but one of the moft 
nutritious vegetables, ought’ certainly to encourage the culti- 
vation of the orchis root itt this’ country. From thé experi- 
ments which our author has made on falep, he informs us 
that it retards the acetous fermentation of milk ; whence he 
concludes it to be a good lithing for milk. pottage, efpecially 
in large towns, where the cattle -being fed upon four draft, 
inuft yield acefcent milk. He is’ alfo of opinion that, in a 
certain proportion, it would ‘be an ufeful and profitable ad- 
dition to bread, _ For by abforbing and retaining more water 
than flour alone is capable of, it occafions a confiderable in- 


creafe of weight. We fhould imagine, however, that this cir- 


cumitance would render it advantageous only to the bakers, as 
the water retained by the falep can fcarce be fuppofed to in- 
creafe the nutritious quality of the compofition, 

With refpe& .to Buxton and Matlock waters, Dr: Percival 
found by experiment, that the former, when. drank, renders 
the pulfe conficerably more quick, and’ fometimes occafions 
the head.ach. By the fixed air. which it contains, it readily 
diffolves iron. Matlock water affords no mark of any mineral 
fpirit. “ft is flightly impregnated with felenites, and-contains 
a {mall portion of fea faJr.- * ™ 


- Dr. Percival.informs vs, that he has adminifered fixed gir, 


in more that thirty cafes of the phrbifis pulmonalis,. by direGting 
his patients to infpire the fteams of an effervefcing mixture of 
chalk and vinégar, through the fpout of a’ coffee pot. The 
heGtic fever has, by this means, been confiderably abated in 
feveral inftances, and the matter expeétorared become lefs of- 
fenfive and better digefted.' He acknowledges, however, that 
he. has hot yet effefled 4 cute in, any one cafe, although the 
application of mephitic air has been accompanied with proper 
internal medicines.. But he tells us that Dr. Withéring at Staf- 
ford has been more fuccefsful. . 

Dr Pricftley; in his ** DireRtions for impregnating Water 
with fixed Air,” acquainted the public of Dr. Percival’s hav- 
ing injormed him, that the fanies of cancers had been much 
{weet- 
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fweetened by the applicetion of. fixed air ; the pain mitigated, 
and a better digeftion produced, fo that-a cure.was almoft ex- 
pected. Dr, Percival confirms’ that ‘the pfogref$ of: cancers 
feems to be checked by the fixed pir; but it is to be feared, 
he adds, that a cure will mot be effeéted. We fincerely regret 
the improbabiity of an event which would have been fo be- 
neficial to mankind; but we cannot queftion the validity of 
the progaoitic, not only when it is fupported by the opinion 
of Dr. Percival,..but alfo when, we. are told that. the patients 
on whom the experiments have been: made, are under the care 
of Mr. White at Manchefter, of whofe chirargicad abilities we 
have already had ample teftimony. “We thal’ lay ‘before our 
readers a fhort,extra& from.the author, on the fubje@ of fixed 
air. , ; ag 
‘ In malignant fevers, wines abounding with fixed air, may be 
adminiftered, to check the feptic ferment, and fweeten the putrid 
coliuvies in the prima vie. If the laxative quality of fuch, liquors 
be thought an objeétion to the ufe of them, wines of: a greater age 
may be given, impregaated-with mephitic.air, byoa fimple, but in- 
genious contrivance of my learned friend Dr..Prieftley, which will 
very foon be laid before the public. The patients, common drink 
might alfo be medicated, in the fame way. ‘A ‘putrid diarrhoea fre- 
quently occufs'in the latter ftage of fuch diforders; and itis a 
mot alarming and dangerous fymptom. °If the ng ong 
tiopped by aftringents; a putrid. fomes is retained in the body, 
which aggravates the delirium, and increases the fever. On the 
contrary, if it be fuffered to take its courle, the ftrength of the 
patient muft foon be exhaufted, and death unavoidably’ enfue. 
“The injection of mephitic ait into the inteftines, under thele cir- 
cumitances, bids fair to be highly ferviceable.; And a cafe of this 
deplorable kind, bas, Jately been communicated to me, in which 
the vapour of chalk and oil of vitriol, conveyed into the body, by 
the machine employed for tobacco clyfters, quickly reftrained the 
diarhoea, correéted the’ heat and fetor of the fools; and in two 
days removed every fymptom of danger... A fimilarinftance of the 
Yalutary effets of mephitie air, thus adminifiered, has occurred 
alfo in my own praétice ; the hiftory of which I fhail probably lay 
before the public. May we not prefume that the fame remedy 
would be equaily ufeful in the dyfentery? ‘The experiment is-at leait 
worthy of. trial. | i. 

¢ The use of wort, from, its faccharjne.quality, and difpofition to 
ferment,. bas lately been propofed as. a remedy for the fea fcurvy. 
Water, of otherJiquors atready abounding with: fixed aif ina fe- 
parate fate, thould feem to be better adapted ‘to this purpofe, as 
they will more quickly correct the F tara difpofition of the fluids, 
and at the fame time, by their gentle ftimulus, increafe the powers 
of digéition; and give new ftrength to the whole ff ftem. Dr. 
Prieftley, whofe inventive genius’ {uggefted both the idea, and the 
means of! exeenting it, has, under the fandtion of the College of 
Phyficians, propofed the theme to the lords of the admiralty, who 
have ordered-tuiai to be made of it, on board fome of his majefty’s 
fhips of war. one ‘it not, however, give additional efficacy to 
this remedy, if inilead of fismple water; the infufon of malt were 
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«1 am perfuaded fuch a medicinal drink might be prefcribed 
alfo with great advantage in we ann and other 


diforders in which a general acrimony, Ble the crafis of 
the blood is de * Under fach. fuch " ik nces I have feen vi- 
bices, which fpread over the body, difappear in a few day,’ from 
the ufe of wort. 

« A gentleman; who is-fubjee. toa fcorbutic eruption in. his face, 
for which he has wfed\a variety of remedies with no beneficial 
effe&t, has latel applied t the fumes of chalk oan vail 9 Gf vinnel te to 
the parts affetted. The operation’ o¢c t it 
prickling in the kin}: and fome degree of ere : but evi iaaty 
abates ee ferous difcharge, and \diminithes the eruption.:| This 
patient has feveral fymptoms which indi¢ate ja genuine fcorbutic 
diathefis ; and it is probable that fixed air usa internally would 
be a ufeful medicine in his cafe. 


¢ The faline draughts of Riverius are to’ owe their anti- 
emetic effeéts to the air, which is feparated from the falt of worm- 
wood, during the aét of effervefcence. And the:tenic powers of 
many mineral waters feem to depend on the: fame principle.) But 
I thall exceed my defign by enlarging furtaerson. this fubjedt.,. What 
has been advanced, it is hoped, will fuffice:to:excite, the: attention 
of phyficians to’a remedy, which is capable of being sented to fo 
many important medicinal purpofes.’ 

Dr. Percival next pref nts us\ with experiments on the anti- 
feptic and {weetening powers, and on the. varicties of faditious 
air... From thefe he difcovers, a diverfity i in| the properties and 
effets of different fpecies of faGitious airy:and infers that the 
fixed air of metals is of a kind different from that which is | 
contained in alcalies and calcareous earths. 

In treating of. the noxious vapours of charcoal, our author 
is of opinion that they do not aét upon the body. by producin 
fuffocations but by affeéting the brain and nervous fyftem ; an and 
he fupports this hypothefis by arguments, drawn from’ ure 

From the experiments. he has made . refpeéting, th ¢ feptic 
quality of fea falt, 8c. he finds that. common. falt, in the quan- 
tity of ten grains,’ promotes putrefaétion 5 \the fal catharticus 
amarus in the fame qaantity is yet more féptic'; but bay fale 
in .this quantity. refits putrefa@ion ; and Glauber’s fale ex- 
ceeds in this refpeé even bay falt. Sea-falt, and, the, bitter 
purging falt, though they accelerate putrefaGion, ) PRES, the 
ptogrefs of it beygnd a cértain degree, 
|. After reciting fome experiments on coffee, Dr. Percival thus 


proceeds : : 
* From thefe efervitions we may infer that coffe . is, flightly 
aftringent, and ree aye that it moderates. alimentary ta- 


tion, and is pqwerfully fedatiyg. Its:aétion on, the nervous fyftem 
probably depeniis on the oil it contains 5: which receives its flavour, 
and is rendered mildly empyreumatic by the procefs of roafting. 
Neumann obtained by diftillation from one pound of coffee, five 
ounces, five rachis and a half of water ; fix ounces and half a 
drachm of thick feetid oil, and four ounces and two drachnis of a 
caput mortuum. And it ‘is well known that rye, torrefied _— a 
cw 
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few almonds, which furnith the neceflary proportion of oil, is now 
frequently employed as a fubftitute for thefe berries. ie aiken 
_ £ ‘The medicinal qualities of coffee feemto be derived from the. 
grateful fenfatidn which it produces in the ftamach ; and from the 
jedative powers it exerts on the vis vite. Hence it affifts digeftion, 
and relieves the head-ach ; and is taken in large quantities, with 
peculiar propriety, by the Turks and Arabians, becaufe it counter- 
aéts the narcotic effects of opium, to the ufe of which thofe nations. 


are much addicted. . 
- € In delicate habits it often occafions watchfulnefs, tremors,.and 


many of thofe complaints which are denominated nervous. It has 
even been fufpected of producing palfies, and from my own obfer- 
vation I fhould apprehend, not entirely without fonndation. Slare. 
affirms that be became paralytic by the too liberal ufe of coffee ; 
and that his diforder was removed by abftinence from that liquor. — 
* Coffee berries are faid to be remarkably difpofed to imbibe ex- 

‘ halations from other bodies, and thereby to acquire an adventitious 
and difagreeable flavour. .A bottle of rum placed at fome diftance 
from a canifter of coffee, fo impregnated the berriesin a fhort time 
as to injure their favour. Some years fince a few’bags. of pepper 
were conveyed in a coffee-fhip from India, the effluvia of which 


being abforbed by the coffee, the whole cargo was fpoiled.” 
Having finifked the account of his experiments, the author 
refents us with feleé& hiftories of ‘difeafes, where we meet 
with feveral ufeful obfervatjons. The firft is the hiftory ‘and 
cure of a difficulty of deglutition of long continuance, arifing 
from a fpafmodic affeftion of the efophagus. - In-cafes of this 
nature, ‘Dr. Percival is of opinion that external applications * 
to the fpine are likely to be very fervigeable, from. the cons 
tiguity of that tube to the vertebrx; -and perhaps that nothing 
would be more effeétual than a blifter, applied either to the 
neck or between the fhoulders. This article is fucceeded by 
cafes of dropfies ; a palfy arifing from the effluvia of lead, in 
which. eleétricity was fyccefsfully employed ; obftinate colics, 
cured by the ufe of alum; cafes in which the warm bath 
was fuccefsfully employed; and mifcellaneous cafes and ob- 
fervations. | 
At the clofe of the volume, Dr.:Percival delivers an ac- 
count of propofals which he has drawn up for eftablifhing 
more ‘accurate and -comprehenfive bills of mortality in Man- 
chefter; andit is to be wifhed that fuch a plan were uni- 
verfally adopted, for the fake of the: medical, political, and 
rhaps even mofel advantages which might be derwed from 
it. The following extra& wiil give our readers an idea of the 
p:opofed plan. - 
¢ 4. Let a table of Chriftenings, Marriages, and Burials be kept 
in ewery church, chapel, and place,of religious worthip in the ~ 
town,.and delivered at certain fated timesy to the clerk of the pa- 
rith church, to be formed in one general Bull, atid Quarterly or an- 
nually publithed. It is of importance that the ftill-born children, 


and thole who diz before baptifm, thould alfo be regiftcred 5 and 
tke 
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the midwives fthould be defired to deliver an account of them. 
Perhaps the fextons may affift ia afcertaining their number, as they 
are ufually interred in church yards, or other eget uae eae 


‘ 2. Let the table of Chriftenings ie, the and 

who are baptized ; and the tables of deaths exprefs the | who 
die, under the feveral denominations of children, batchelors; mar- 
ried men, and widowers; the females who die under the corref- 
ponding denominations of children, maidens, married women, 
and widows. An obfervance of thefe diftinGions will determine 
the comparative number of males and females who are born; the 
difference between the fexes in the expectatign of life; and the pro- 
portion which the annual births, deaths, and marriages bear to’ 
each other.” 


‘ —3. Let the ages of the dead under five, be fpecified by fingle 
years; and afterwards, by periods of five or ten years. = 9) 

‘ 4. Let the Bills of Mortality contaiii not only a lift of the dif. , 
eafes of which all die, but alfo exprefs particularly, the number 
dying of each difeafe, in the feveral divifions of lite and different 
feafons of the year. To accomplifh this it will be neceffarv for the 
phyficians of the town, to confider the prefent lift of diffempers; 
to reject all fynonymoys-and obfolete terms; and to give athort 
and eafy explanation of thofe which are retained. And whenever 
a perfon dies, wno has been attended by any of the faculty; the 
phyfician, furgeon, or apothecary, thould’ be defired. to certify iw 
writing the age, and diftemper of the deceafed,” | 

The manner in which the feveral articles in this volume ar® 
treated, correfpends to the favourable opinion we formerly de- 
clared refpe&ting the medical abilities of this ingenious author, 
who appears to be aftuated by an unremitting attention to the 
improvement of the fcience he profeffes. “ 


—— 





V. The Origin of the Englith Drama,, illuftrated im its varieus 
Species, viz. Myftery, Morality, Tragedy, and Comedy, by Spe 
cimens from our earlieft Writers: with explanatory Notes 6 
Thomas Hawkias, M. A. 3 Vols. 8v0. 10s. 6d. Leacroft! 


G Hakefpeare may be confidered as the father of the Boplifh: 
theatre. He was born in the year 45643 but at what 
time he began to wiite for the {tage we are not informed,- Ir,, 
ts probable from a paflage in Ben. Jonfon’s Introdudion ta 
Bartholomew Fair, that the tragedy of T. Andronicus was, 
extant about the year 4589; but then it is fuppofed, thac. 
this play was not written by Shakelpeare. . The firlt and de., 
cond part of King John was printed in 1591, when the, 
author was twenty-feven years of age; Romeo and julict and 
Richard the Third in4597, Love’s Labour Loft in isg8, and 
many others about the year 1600. Shakelpeare dicd in «606, 
‘ It was thought, Yays the editor of thele volumes, that awwark, 
which fhould tend to illuitrate the -beanties, and -exrenuste the 


faults of this great man, the boaft and wonder ot our nation; which 
thould exhibit in adiitinét view the rife and gradual improvements 
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of our drama before his time; which thould contain, as it were, 2 
hiftory of our language and verfification, and bring to light the pro- 
duétions of feveral ingenious men, would not be unacceptable to 
an Englith reader ; and it isin this view principally, that :be edi- 
tor hopes for his-indulgence. He was pérfuaded, that no publi- 
cation, however removed from the refinements of this aslihetnen, 
could be. undeferving of the public attention, if it contained. the 
literary monuments and poetical antiquities of our ifland, and 
made’ us better’ acqnainted with the genius of our anceftor’s ; 
and he remembered, that even Cicero, in the moft refined age . 
of the Roman language, ,was fond of embellithing his rhetori- 
cal pieces with quotations from the old dramatic poets of his 


country. : 

¢ After thefe dbfervations on the nature and intent of the prefent 
publication, the editor will be more concife with regard to bim- 
felf. He begs leave to inform the reader, that; having bad the ho- 
nour of conductinga new edition of Sir Thomas Hanmer’s Shake- 
{peare, under the immediate direction of the, univerfity of Oxford, 
he was naturally thrown into a courfe of reading the produétions 
of our firft dramatic writers, in order to explain and illuftrate the 
ebfolete phrafes and allufions to ancient cuttoms,; which occur in the 
works of our great poet. The beauties, which. he difcovered in 
fome of thefe old plays, being greatly obfcured, by the inaccuracy 
of modern editors, he was induced to make inquiries after the ear- 
lieft and moft corre& impreffions of them: in which purfuit be re- 
ceived afliftance from many perfons of note in the literary-world, 
and particularly from Mr. Garrick, who very politely commu- 
nicated to him the treafures of his large and invaluable col- 


lection. 
‘ In pov fuch pieces as feemed worthy cf the public at- 


\. tention, the editor avoided, in general, giving thofe, which had 
~ already been printed by Mr. Dodfley ; but he could not, confiftently 
with his plan, omit The Spanifh Tragedy, which, as it ftands in 
the prefent collection, cleared of the many grofs errors in the for- 
mer edition, appears almoft a different work. The fame may be 
faid of Ferrex and Porrex, which being printed by Dodfley from a 
furreptitious copy, has hardly a fingle f{peech the fame with the 


ptefent, edition.” 

The firft volume contains the following pieces: 

I, Candlemas-day, or the Killing of the Children of Ifracdl, a 
Myftery. Scriptural pieces: were called myfferies. ‘ No other 
fpecies of the drama was known at Rome and Florence in the 
13th and 14th centuries.’ In Italy, France, Germany, Eng- 
land, &c. the fame fpecies of compofition was continued to a 
much Jater period: It was not then thought any profanation, 
to bring God:thé: Father, Jefus Chrift, and other facred cha- 
raéters'‘upon they ftage.’ This partly proceeded from the low 
ideas)men’ hud cof: thefe things, and partly from their being 
accuftomed to reprefentations in divine fervice. Accordingly, 
a play was only like a fupplement to that fervice, and was fre- 
quently aéted im?! church-yards or burying grounds. The 
Slaughter of the Innocents abovementioned was written in 
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t5tz, by one’ Than Patfre, of whom our biographers are to- 
tally filent... It is ‘preleryeiin. the Bodlei p pare Rone the 
MSS. bequeathed:to.the univerlaty, by Sir Digby. 


In this rude play, ‘the Hebrew foldiers: Se by. Mahound, 
or Mahomet, who was rot‘born till 600 years ‘after’ ‘Herod’s 
meflenger is named Watkin, and the knights are” dire&ted to 
walk about.the ftage, while Mary and. the infant are conveyed 
into Egypt. it a! .pwsdmohiss 

il. Every Man, a Morality. This moral olny was poblithed 
early in the reign of Henry VIE. and is printed*from a black 
letter copy preferved in the library of the church of Lincoln. 

This old-Gmple play reprefents a man at. the point,of. death, 
deferted by thofe on whom he chiefly relied for affiftance, and 
fupported only by his good aétions. God, Dethe, Every-man, 
Felawthip;* Kyndrede, Goodes, Good-dedes, Beaute, Con- 
feffion, &c.; are the dramatis perfonz. 

IIT. \Hycke-feorner,. a Morality,» printed from a black. ietter 
copy in Mr. Garrick’s colte@ion. © RS'bg: 34 

In this pi¢ce'a libertine jaft retarned ‘from his travels, who 
affedis to laugh at virtue and religion, and. thinks that the 
knowledge of mankind confifts:in vice and profligacy, isex- 
pofed and confuted by Pity, Contemplation, and Perfeve- 
rance. 

This play bears no diftant refemblance to comedy. Its 
chief aim feems to be to exhibit charaGters and manners, its 
plot being much lefS regular than that of the foregoing Mo- 
rality. 

LV. Eufly Farventus, a Morality. The editor has been fa- 
voured with two copies of .this moral Iaterlude, as it,is:called ; 
one of which is preferved in ‘the library belonging to Lincoln 
Cathedral, the other is in the poffeffion of Mri Garrick. > It 
was written in the reign’of Edward VI by one’ R» Wever. In 
this piece are difplayed the follies and -weaknefs of a young 
man of pleafure, who is reformed by prudent counfellors, and 
led at laft to virtue. ‘The author’s chief defiga isito: ex- 
pofe the fuperftitions of the: Romith church,and) to’ — 
the reformation. 

Via vighs “pithy, pleafant, and:imerry Comedy,: intitle Caumer 
Garton’ Necdie; This is probably the: firft: dramatic piece in 
our lahguare, which bore the title of Comedy. Tt was:written 
in 5515 andiis:ifaid'in the old ‘title pages \to’be: ** made by 
Mr, S. mafter of arts, and played on the ftage in Chrift’s Col- 
lege, Cambridge. There is.a vein of: ruftic humour’ in this 
play. Gammer Gurton loft hersneedle by the following ac- 
cident, thus related by Tib, the old woman’s maid, to Hodge 
her man fervant ; 

4 My 
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« My gammer fat her down on the pes, and bad me reach thy 


breches, | 
And by and by, a vengeance on it, or the had take two ftitches 


To clout upon thine ars, by chaunce aafide the Jears, | . 
And Gib our cat, in the milk- pan, the {pied over head and ears. 
A, hoor, out, -theefe. fhe cried, aloud, and {wapt the bapeches 


down, . 
Up went her ftaffe, and out leapt Gil’ at door into the town; 


And fince that time was never. wight ‘cold fet theif-eis upon it. 
God's malifor, chave Cocke [G. G’s boy] and | bid twentie times 


light on it.” 

The play concludes: with the difcovery of the needle. 

© When all things were tumbled and clean ont of faftran, 
Whether it were by fortune, or fome other conftellation, 

Sodenlie the needle Hodge found by the pricking, 
And drew out his buttocke, where he found it ftic ing.” 

We can eafily conceive, that comedies of . this fort, replete 
with. ruftic humour, and unmannerly jefts of fools and clowns, 
were fuitable, to the genius of thofe, times, when we confider, 
that the audience was generally compofed of the meaner. fort 
of people, who -had not the leaft fpark of good tafte; and 
that the beft pldy-houfes, ‘even’ in Shakefpeare’s days, were 
‘inns and taverns, the Globe, the Hope, the Fortune, and the 
Red Bull. 

V. A laméntable Tragedy, mixed ful of pleafant Mirth, containing 
the Life of Cambifes King of Perfia, &c, This play.was written 
early in the réign of Elizabeth, according to fome, in 1564, 
by Thomas Prefton, M.A. fellow of King’ s College, and af- 
terwards L. D. and matter of Trinity Hall, in Cambridge. 

The prevailing turn for droliery, fays the.editor, was at firft 
fo ftrong, that in order to gratify it, even in more ferious and 
folemn {cénes, it was necéflary Rill to retain the VICE, OF artful 
buffoon; who, like his coniemporary, the privileged FOOL in 
the courts of princes, and caftles of great men, was to enter 
into the moft ftately aflemblies, and vent his humour without 
reftraint. We have a fpecimen of this charagter in the play 
we are now confidering, where Ambidexter, who is.called the. 
VICE, * enters. with an olde capcafe on his head, an olde pail 
about his hips for harnes, a fcummer and a potlid by. his fide, ' 
in order, as. the author exprefles it, to “ make paitime.”—. 
Shakefpeare’s .clowns are the genuine fucceflors of the old 
vice ; and-punch ftill exhibits the entire charagter. This is 
the play te which Shakefpeare is fuppofed to allude,’ when he 
introduces Falftaff fpeaking -in king Cambyfes’s vein, in the’ 
firft part.of Henry IV. 

The fecond volume contains the following plays, viz: 

I. The Spanifo Tragedy, or the Lamentable End of Don Horatio, 


and Bel-imperia, with the pitiful Death of old Hieronimo, This 
| tia- 
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tragedy was! written about the year 1589, by Thomas Kyd, 
whom Ben Jonfon. ranks with tyly and Marlowe, in a thele 


lines: 
* And tell how far thou did ¢ our Lyly ouit- fhine, 
Or /porting Kyd, or Marlowe’s * mighty line.” 
Verfes to the Memory of Shakefpeare. 
This tragedy is written in blank verfe, intermixed with fome — 
paflages in, rhyme, ng fometimes a’ fmooth aeszaiich not un- 
worthy of Dryden : as, | 


«¢ Where bloody “eit fhake their. whips of fteel, 
And poor Ixion turns an endlefs wheel,” io Ai 


II, The Lowe of King David and fair Bethfabe, with the tra 
gedy of Abjolom. This tragedy was written by George. Peele, 
 ftudent of Chrift'Charch, Oxford, and Mafter of Arts in the 
year 1579. ' Peele was.city poet, and had the ordering of the 
pageants. “He was almoft'as famous for his tricks and merry - 
pranks as ‘Scoggan or Tarleton. - He died @bout the ‘year 
1598. ‘See Wood’s Athen, Oxon, vol. i. p: 300. 

Mr.' Hawkins, the editor of this collection, gives; the fol- 
lowing charaéter of this tragedy :. ‘It abounds in-Taxuriant de- 
{criptions and fine imagety. The author feems to have been 
animated by reading the Prophets and the Song. of Solomon. 
He calls lightning, by a metaphor worthy of Afchylus, ** the 
fpoufe of thunder, with bright and fiery: wings.”’ His des 
{cription of David will be admired as foon as read.: 

* Beauteous and bright heis among the tribes; - 
As when the fun attir’d in glitt’rmg robe, . 
Comes dancing from his oriental gate, 


And bridegyoom-like hurls through the gloomy air 
His radiant beams.’ 


There are many other paflages in.this play, of which Milton’ 
would not have been afhamed, and which perhaps, be had read 
with pleafure ; efpecially the prologue, ‘which 1s oe regular 


exordium of an epic poem.’ 
Ul. Phe Trageay of Scliman and Perfida, anierds is. sbaid open 
Lowe's Gonflancy, Fortune’s Inconflancy, and Death's Triumph. 
The author’s name is not prefixed: to this tragedy ; ;, but Mr. 
Hawkins aferibes it to Mr. Kyd, as -he thinks, it. carries with 
it many internal marks of ‘that, writer’s manner of, compo, 


p= | " -" 
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* Marlowe was a good poet, ‘but a penbohatn libertine, and an 
avowed atheift., He loft, his: life in atray; for, devgtting pis fer- 
vant with his milirefs, he rufhed’ into the ‘room with a.dapger in 
order,to ftab him; but the man warded off the blow’by feizing Mat, 
lowe’s wrift, and turned the dagger into his ‘heady: oMfe languithed 
fone time of the wound, and ‘then died, abdvt the year 1.593. 
A, Woo. a ue 
Vor. XXXV. May, 17726. Aa fition. 
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fition. He obferves, that the chara@er of Bafilifco, a vais 
glorious knight, jis well fupported ; and that, if this "play was 
aéted before Shakefpeare’s Henry the fourth, it was Probably 
the original, of Falitaff, 

IV... 7. be Tragedy of Ferrex and ‘Porrex, or, as it ts ufually called, 
Gordobuc. é 

“This tragedy was compofed for a grand Chriftmas folemnity 
at the Inner-Temple in 1561, by Thomas Sackyille, ‘after. 
wards lord Buckhurft, and Thomas Norton. | It ofight to have 
been placed. the firft in this volume,’ as it is the moft angient. 
The itory of King Gorboduc and his two fons Fertex and 
Porrex sis mentioned by Geoffrey of Monmouth, who makes 
them a little pofterior to king Lear. This play, fays the edi- 
tor, is not wholly void of blemithes; but the langeage of it 
is in general elegant, perfpicuous, and full of dignity. Sir 
Philip rent fpeaks of it in this manner: ‘* Gorbodue is full 
of ftately fpeeches and well founding phrafes, climing to the 
height of Se eneca his ftile, and is full of notable moralitie, 
which it doth moft delightfully teach, and fo obtaine the very 
end of poefie : yet in trath it is verie defe&tious io the circum- 
ftances, which grieves me, becaufe it'might not remaine as an 
exad model of all tragedies. For it is faultie both in place 
and time, the two neceflary companions of all corporal ations.” 
Sydney’s Defence of Poefie. See Rymer’s Short View of Tra- 
gedy. p. 84. | 

We come now to the third volume, which contains four of 
ont early comedies, viz. 

I. Suppofes, a Comedy rcritten in the Italian Tongue by Ariofto, 
Engl ifeed by Geo. Gafeoigne of Gray's Iun, Efquire, and there pre- 
sented in 1566, 

Though this comedy be a tranflation’ from the Suppofiti cf 
the celebrated Ariofto, and not of Englith extradtion, yet it 
comes recommended to us, ‘not only on account of its an- 
tiquity, being the firft play written in profe iv our language, 
but as having laid the foundation for Shakefpeare’s laming 
of the Shrew. Hence, Mr. Farmer obferves, he borrowed 
part of the plot, as well as fome of the phrafeology, though 
Theobald pronounces it his own invention. There hikewife he 
found the quaint name of Petruchio, See Farmer's Effay, &e. 
Mr. Hawkins, “however, is of opinion, that it is not abfo- 
furely certain, that issn te borrowed _ his plot fron Gal: 
coigne, fince’ he alters moft of the names, and changes Sienna 
and Ferrara into Pila and Padua, Philogano into Visieentio, 
‘and Dulippo into Tranio. Jt is, he thinks, more probable, 


that he found the whole ftory, together with that of Cathe- 
s - sine 
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bine and Petruchio, in bean book of novels, “tranilated from 
the Italian. 

George Gafcoigne, e + tranflatoy OF the above pl rf was et 
Effex mati, educated at Both uni verfities, i and a 
fiderable eminetice in the beginning of the reign oF peheitens 

Il. Satire-maftix, or the Untrujfing of the bimorous Poet, by 7 fom 
mas Dekker. ‘This is a fatire upon Ben Jorifon, who had , 
the author a jult provocation in his: Poetalter, prt ed 
dicules. Dekker by the name of Crifpinus. Dekker was a dl 
Juininous writer in the reigns of Elizabeth; James, and Charles 
I. He is faid to have contérided for the bays witht n Jonfon 5 ; 
but, being of fubordinate merit to his anta onitt, ve is handed 
down to pofterity as avery contemptible poet. Tit be no 
unpleafing amufement 10 the reader, to compare the two ‘pro. 
duaions of thefe rival poets. ‘There is certainly, Says our edt 
tor, a great deal of wit in both of them; and perhaps ators 
had the advantage of his’ antagonift’ in the bitternefs of h i8 
farcafins, and the fevetity of ‘his perfonal refleAiots } but the 
principal plot of Jonfon’s comedy is far more diverting than 
that of his adverfary, as the charaéters of the poets, wtio fow- 
rifhed at the court of Auguftus, which are deferibed. with ; great 
learning and accuracy, have fomething in them tebe ins 
rerefting to us than thofe of ‘Sir Quintilian Shorthole, and thé 
courtiers of William Rufus, in whofe reign our’ poet reprsicys 
the difgrace of poor Horate *. é 

lil. 1b¢ Return from Parnoffts, or the Sconrge of Simony. We 
can learn no more of the hiftory of this play, than what the 
title- page gives us, vig. that it was publicly aéted by the ftus 
dents in St. John’s College, Cambridge, in 1606. ‘The dé 
fign of it was to expofe the vices and follies of thé rich in 
thofe days, and’ to fhew that little attention was paid by that 
clafs of men to the learned and ingenious. There is a great 
variety of tharaéters in this play, which are well diftinguithed 
ahd jupported, and a great deal of jwir in fome of the fcenes.. 

IV. A. pleafant Combdy called Wily ‘Beguiled. This comedy, 
which clofes the third volume, brings the comi¢e’ mufe down 
t6 the early part of the feign of James I. | * This, fays the 
prefent editor, is a regular and very pleafing’ comedy ; and; 
if it were judicioafly adapted to the manners of the times, 
would make no contemptible appearance on the modern ftage.’. 

This collection of old plays is calculated to arifwet thefe 
ufeful purpofés,  Firit, it’ exhibits, in a citing * view,” the 
origin, atid gradual improvements of our dtdma, and the ftate 
of the theatre when Shakefpeare arofe. 


“a 4 





° Ben Joafon is lathed undér this charaétet. 
Aa:z See 
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Secondly, it contains, as it were, a hiftory of: our language, 
and verfification, and brings, to, light the produ@iions of feye- 
ral ingenious men, which \woold, have been thought ineftimable 
by learned and curious antiquarians, if they had been found 
among the rubbifh of old libraries, in worm- eaten.manutcripts, 
or the old, venerable black letter, .,,, 

Thirdly,. thefe ancient comedies are,.a kind. of repofitories, 
that may fupply us with abundance of words and phrafes 
(which were current among our anceftors, but are..now for- 
gotten) whenever Caprice or wantonne(S, fhall call for variety 5 
or whenever it fhall_be thought expedient to. revive old expref- 
fions, as we fometimes revive old fafhions. ‘ We had better, 
fays an elegant writer, rely on our own troops than foreign, 
forces; and J believe we have fufficient ftrength .and numbers 
within. ourfelves. There is a waft; treafure, an inexhauttible 
fund in the old Englifh, from, whence authors may draw con- 
ftant fupplies, as our, officers make their, fureft recruits from 
the coal-works .and, the mines,,,,The, weight, the ftrength, 
the fignificancy of many antiquated words fhould recommend 
them to ufe again. , It is only wiping off the, reft they have 
contracted, and feparating them from the drofs they, lie ming- 
led with, and both in value and beauty they will rife above the 
ftandard, rather than fall below it *. 

Laftly, the produdiions of preceding or cotemporary writers 
wilbilluftrate the meaning of feveral obfolete phrafes, and al. 
lufions. to ancient cufioms, which occur in Shakefpeare, 

There isone thing. which. we cannot forbear withing to fee, 
when we fpeak of the illuftration of Shakefpeare ; that is, a 
Di@ionary of our Provincial Diak&s. A work, of this nature is 
much wanted. Many antiquated words ,and phrafes, which 
we meet with in the writers of the fixteenth century, are curs 
rent at this day in fome of our northern counties : and proba- 
bly, on fome occafions, an old woman in Weftmoreland, or, 
Cumberland, would be a better expofitor.of Shakefpeare than 
Pope, Theobald, or Warburton. . 

To return from this digreflion.—Thefedramatic pieces were , 
printed off ; and nothing remained, except committing the de- 
dication aid the preface, already, §inithed, to the prefs, when 
a violent diforder put a period at once to. the life and the labours 
of the learned and ingenious editor. } If he had met with en- 
couragement, he intended to have, made; another felection of 
our old dramatic compofitions, and. afterwards to haye pro- 
ceeded to other ufeful and elegant publications. ,, He died O&, 
23, 1772, aged.44.—We fhall only add, that this. work ap 
pears to be executed with accuracy and ‘judgment. 





**.Felton’s Differt. on the Claffies,p. 74. 
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VI. Letters from Ttalyia the Years +754 and '755, by the late 
right bon. John: Earl.¢f Corke and Orrecy., Publifoed fromthe 
Originals, with explanatory: Note:, 6y Joh Duncombe, M: A. 
Sve. 35.64. fered, White. Pgh ee : 


[ia Orrery’s abilities asa:writer are well: known; ‘that 
any compofition which bears his ‘name mitt Ge'reeivéed 
by the public with a regard proportioned’ to the mérit’of the 
author, The pen of a tian of genius is capable.of .conferring 
the charms of novelty on-the moft beaten: fubjefis son which 
account, though we have pernfed the works of many travellers; 
we yet ‘expetience frefh pleafure in again rodining Over clafic 
ground in the Company of this elegant nobleman. He enter; 
ains us not only with defcription, bnt fentiment, and fome- 
times hiftorical anecdotes. We fhall &le& a few'paflages, to 
gratify the’curiofity of our readers, ~ cpa | 


‘ I had been twice before in the Pais,bas, and was, ftrack with: 
reverence a third time by‘the fight of archbiffiop Fenelon’s, moria- 
ment at Cambray. . It is modeft, plain, and. a. proper-emb!em. of 
his charaéter, It) is. placed in,,the cathedral, which» is lange and 
extremely dark, fo.dark that Lcould, not read monfieur de Fene- 
lon’s epitaph; but his buft, of white marble, carnes init. a great 
refemblance of thofe prints and pictures which. havé feen of him. 
Humility, goodnefs, and religion, appear very ftrong charatterif- 
tics in his countenance. : | PPO Taree fe 

‘ Over. again the cathedral jis another church,., built, within 
thefe ten years, and dedicated to St. Hubert, the patron. of hunt- 
ing: his bonés are, or are fuppofed to be, inclofed. within a. very 
rich fhrine under the high altar.’ The edifice: itfelf is in the true 
ftyle of Roman architegéture.. The pillars are of. a beautiful white 
free-ftone. The ficor is of marble. The church is light, airy, 
and chearful. It joins to.a very rich abbey. Every Spot belonging 
to it appears opulent and profperous, while the cathedral Jooks 
gloomy, defolate, and ruinous. Archbifhop Fenelon’s memory is 
itil held in. the highef veneration. The prefént archbithop is 
fpoken of flightly, and witli a decree of difrelpect, if not of con- 
tempt: -He lives entirely at Paris, and feldony vilits his fee. 

‘ | muit now carry you out. of Flanders, through a part of Pi- 
cardy, and a corner of the ifle of France. (Laon) to.Rheims in 
Champaigne. The cathedral of Kheims is a pile of Gothic archi- 
tecture, almoft. twice as large as St. Peter’s at Weftminiter.. Mr, 
Addjfon.judicioufly obferves, that ‘* if the barbarous: buildings 
had-been executed.in a true and juft ftyle, they would have. ap- 
peared a$ miracles of ‘aichitefture to fueceeding»ages.”:, ‘The front 
of this: ftupendous. church coniits of a)vait number of ftatues 
Saints in miniature, placed. in little niches,:andeinvenxad: fpacesi; 
fo that the.eye.is plesfed. and thocked at thesfame?timen Magni- 
ficence is mixed wath littiencss, grandeur with anecanhels, propor- 
tion with difpropostion ; coulequently it creates an our thoughts 
ah uneafy mixture of admiration and contempt. ‘The painted 
windows aré all perfect, and the fun has a glorious effect ‘upon the 
variety of the colours: 

Aa3 ‘ The 
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‘ The kings of. France are conftantly_crowned at Rheims. 
eeremony, | dare fay, is much more. brilhant, though not mo 
magnificent, than the Englith coronations in Weftminfter-abbey. 
The French are, formed for gaiety, thew, and oftentation ; the 
Englith for dignity, ferioufnefs, apd compofure. ‘The former fol- 
low. nature, they are genteel, and perfectly well adapted to all 


deenes.of vanity. The latter. pervert nature, by an aw imi- 
tation of the French, whom .they.cannot equal, and therefofe be- 
come ‘ridiculous. ae 41 wis 

_* Ana grear diftance from the Notre Dame de hein is the lef- 
fer, but richer church of St, Remi (Remigius ) The fhrine of this 
faint .is very magnificent; it is adorned by a variety.of precious 
ftones and intaglios, fome of them truly antique. The holy oil, 
with which the favereigns of France are anointed at their corona. 
tion, is, kept iu this. church. We were affured, that the celeftial 


unétion was brought from heaven by an angel, and that it never — 


decreales. 

* Let me not detain you by accounts of fuperftitious impofitions, 
in many of which, perhaps, the perfon who impofed, worked him- 
felfup to a degrée, that made him at laft believe his own, inven- 
tions. In many more, prieftcraft and worldly lucre have pre- 
yailed.; and, in alj, folly, ignorance, and narrownels of thought, 
I faw:the holy oil, bits of the Bethlehem cradle, and a piece of St. 
Somebody's thumb, with pity, fcarce unattended by derifion. But 
when L viewed the immenfe edifices built in honour, and to the 
glory. of Almighty'God, I could not avoid reflecting, .that they bore 
a teflimony of devotion in our forefathers, which might tacitly 
itrike their irreligious pofterity with fhame._ It is impoflible to en- 
ter one of thefe ymmenie edifices, without a kind of awe, which, 
when unattended -by fuperftition, muft, we may humbly hope, be 
acceptable to a Creator, who, at the fame time that he appears in- 
¢gomprebenfible, bas fill given his creatures fufficient knowledge of 
his will, to require from them adoration, and a dutiful fubmiffion 
to fuch of his laws, as are adequate to their comprehenfion.’ 


In giving an account of Lyons, his lordfhip dwells with great 
Jeafure on the praife of L..Munatius Plancus, by whom that 
city: was built.  Plancus, fays he, was one of thofe diftin- 
guifhed characters of antiquity, which, by a different manner 
of education, larer ages muft always admire, but can never 
imitate, .The charaGer of Lewis XIV. is drawn by the noble 
author with {trong and mafterly expreffion. It 1s contained in 
the followitig extract. : 
‘ Inthe middle of the Rhone, ftands a rock, very craggy and 
yery. high, almoit inaccelfiblée. On the top of it is a {mali building. 


Do not expeét the temple of Virtue, yet expect fomething very like 
it, though it be a prion: alas! it is a prifon, in which are con- 


fined thole fons of liberty, who dare oppole arbitrary power. Such — 


a fight, even at a great diftance, ftrikes horror, you may be cer- 
tain, to am Dnughith eye. Wonder not, therefore if J battened from 
it to view other parts.of the town, efpecially the fquares; the 
chief of which [ mentioned to you in the beginning of my lait 
letter, as containing an equeltrian ftatue of Lewis XIV. ‘This ex- 


cited my curiofity, and drew my attention. for fome hours, during. 


my thoit ftay at Lyons, It is a noble figure, but, like all human 
| com- 
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compofitions, has its fanits. The infcriptions upon it are not ful- 
fome. He is neither ‘called 1NvicT us, nor IMMORTALS; nor is 
he fupported by flaves in’ chains.’ In the majettic ‘air of. his ‘perfon, 
the copy, I dare Believe, has ‘not outdene the nal. - No man 
appeared more graceful on horfeback.' Nature fitted: him to adtthe 
part of aking, but not of a hero; ‘He was the ofnament and ex- 
ample of his own ‘court. ‘He was a model of pojitenefs to -eve 
prince in Europe. He has had ‘more’ flatterers, and//has \deferved ‘ 
more admirers, than any fovereign, his’ grandfather excepted, 
[Henry IV.] that ever filled the Gallic throne. _ I have-réad many 
charaéters of him. Thofe compiled by Larrey,’ Martiniere, and 
other laborious adulators, exbibit a portrait, ‘in--which few traces 
of refemblance can be found. ‘Fhey hide him in clouds-of 
or they expofe him, like a king upon a-fign, ih coarfe, fullome, 
glaring colours, fit only to atrraét the eyes of the vulgar and the_ 
ignorant. The charatter of him by Monfieur Voltaire is drawn in 
a mafterly manner, yet in every’ ftroke the partial *hand of the 
Frenchman, the Voltaire, is too perceptibles. The'outlinesof the 
abbé Choify pleafe and inftruét, but they are few and unconnected, 
I think I have gathered more of his trae private chara@er from the 
loofe undefigning pen of his coufin-german, Mademorfelle de: Mont- 
penfier, than from any other writer; By heran¢edotes\1 ami <in- 
duced to admire him amidft bis family ard courtiers, a8 onte the 
fineft and compleateft ‘ge. tleman of his time and nation. He ‘was 
happy in his own difpofition and temper, and: that happinels dif- 
fuled itfelf to all who weré near him, His’ perfonak‘accomplifh- 
ments were eminent and captivating. Let us lookia litelednto his 
mind. His vanity was fecreted by his modefly. His profufenefs 
was foftenéd into generofity, not only by his ‘manner of ‘giving, 
but becaufe he openly cherifhed, and unboundedly protefted ev 
art and [cience in the world. | His infidelity as aw hulband is m 
palliated, when we confider the peevifhnefs and-fimplicity of his 
wife. His ignorance was covered by his prudence, ‘Confciotis’ of 
his own defects, he correéted them ‘in the edugation of his fon; 
tacitly Jamenting his own want of erudition, His devotion de- 
generated into the teo common extreme of bigotry ; which never 
tails to produce the blindnefs of cruelty, and the deafnefs of op- 
preflion. Except in his falfe noticns of religion, he was generous, 
compaflionate, and humane. His talents, if not thining, at yleaft 
were ftrong. and: clear,; His. private condudt was, always decent, 
often fplendid, never; mean. During the favours of: fortunes, 
indulged his vanity. During her frowns, he behaved himfelf with 
true philofophy. He died more heroically im his bed*tham he had 
ever appeared in his camp. Confider him invhis) regal fphere; 
though he was far from being a persechly pans Pemamae was al- 
mott ag far from being a.bad one. Natufe formed him (as the has 
formed, moft. men, to whom fhe gives ,paffions and bilities) a_re- 
markable mixture of good and evil. The good part attende a 
man ; the evil part, the monarch, His ambition was inexculable, - 
as it has occafioned mott of the calamities, that have been fince felt y 
in Europe.” . RY EER AS + UT MEDD GA cee 

THe journey over the “Alps is'fo well defctibed in thefe Let- 
ters, that we fhall lay the ‘fhort account of. it before sour 
readers, 73 
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¢: At the foot of Chamberry'commence the Alps. The afcent of | 


the firft rountain is very fteep, but well paved; and. fufficiently 
broad. A pair of oxen is: conitantly added to the chaife-borfes ; 
but. in the fubfequent mountains, which are many, all as fteep, and 
feveral of them narrower and worfe paved than the firft, no oxen 
aré to be found.” Over different parts of thefe, we: had’ recourfe 
to our ownfeet, and you may be’certain that I muft be very free 
from the gout to go through fuch an undertaking. Three days 
were thus paffed in afcending and defcending thefe towering hills. 
Our lodgings at night were worfe than indifferent. The third even- 
ing brought’ us-to a little village called Lanebourgh, where our 
chaifes were taken to pieces, and all preparations made for the im- 
menfe atchievement of the next morning ; the paflage over mount 
Cenis.: 7 

¢ The accounts which had been given me of mount Cenis had 
magnified*the objeé&t to fuch a degree, that, when I viewed it with 
my naked eye, it appeared much lefs dreadful than I had fuppofed 
it. Height it has, tremendous. Horror it has, unufual. So has 
Penmenmaure, fo has Penmenrofs; but in truth the moft amazing 
¢ircumftance is the manner of conveyance. : 

* It was difficult not to feel fome unealy fenfations when we firft 
ijntrufted: our limbs and lives to the power and management of that 
partici. lar fpecies of animals, ‘the Alpian Chairmeti. Some few 
minutes paffed in fears, till we perceived our portets ftrong as 
giants, and nimble as racers.. They. did not mifs a fingle ftep. 
They trod firm upon tottering ftones. “They jumped from one ftone 


to another 'with the agility of goats. They relieved each other at_ 


proper intervals, and feemed never to have known danger or fatigue, 
Our appiehenfions therefore were diflipated in fome few minutes, 
and in jittle more than two hours we found ourfelves on the top of 
the mountain. We walked over the plain, our carriages being 
uneafy on level ground. To fpeak the truth, our carriers were ra- 
ther inattentive and carelefs where ‘there was neither peril nor pre- 
cipice. Undoubtedly they know, that every Irth Goliath can carr 

a chair fafely through Pali Mall; and St. James's park, but he mut 
be a true Piedmontefe indeed, who can carry a chair over the Alps. 
At the defcent, they were again themfelves, and conveyed us down 
with the utmoft {wiftnefs, fleadinefs, andeafe In the wirdings of 
' the hill, which are many, they thewed great dexterity, and feemed 
to go on purpofe to the very brink of precipices, only to convince us, 
that they could turn to an hair, and carry toan inch. The afcent 
is, according to my bett information, five miles continued, and fo 
fteep, that no.carriage can pafs. The plain upon the top is five 
miles over: every inch fmooth and green as a fheep-walk. Inthe 
middle of sit is a large lake, from which’ arifes the river Doria, 
which runs to Turin, ahd,.in conjunétion with the Po, fapplies 
that.city with water. Theide/cent is five miles, but not continued ; 





therefore it appears lefs Keep. In the middle of it lies the town of . 


Santa Croce,'fiom whence our eyes, as we defcended, were charmed 
‘by the fertile countty of Piedmont. 

‘ The chairs of carriage are lke thofe of Bath, efpecially in 
bad weather, when they are covered with a rng. - The profpeét, on 
‘each fide, of tall ‘firs, chefnuts, and Jarch trees, of vaft natural 
water-fails, and of roaring niountain tivérs, affords a kind of fur- 


~ 


prifing variety, which is at once awful, pleasing, and beyond de- 


f{cription in any language whatever,” 


In 
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In a fubfeqnent letter his. lordfhip.condu&s us .t ie. 
gallery at Florence; and reviews fome of the moft capital pieces 
of ancient fcalpture in that celebtated /repofitorys: |: Hisore+ 
marks on the charaéter and manners of the’Flore itinés are ju- 
dicious and well founded, . It willprobably be agreeable .to-our 
readers to fee Lord-Orrery’s account,of the: Cicifbea.jao}4.2 2 
« How thall' I’ fpelly how thall Pypaint, how ‘hal , the 
anima! knowh by the title of a ‘Chichifbee ? [Cicifbeo}y!/Yoa will 
not find the word in any di€tionary. ‘The ckymology ig notias. 
made knowa to me. It fo totally abrogates one of ‘the’chfef 4 
racteriftics of the’ Italians, jealoufy, that; unlefs 1° had’: 
merable inftances' of its power in‘that ‘particular; f ; wn 
teftimony couldyhave found credit with me. ThesChichifiee%s a 
man, with many of, the privileges of a hufband, and-albthe:virtues 
‘of aneunuch. He is an appendix to matrimony. | Within a.Week 
after her nuptials, a young lady makes choicé of *her’ fifbee, 
From that moment the névér appears in ‘public with her hufband, 
nor is ever imprudent enough‘ to be feén without her Ch | 
He is her guardian, her friend, and her gentleman ufhier., -He:at- 
tends her in a morning as foon as fie’ is awake, ' He prefents to. her 
chocolate before fhe rifes. He fets her flippers; and, as fan as his 
morning vifit is ‘over, ‘he withdraws’ where he pleafes.! The lady 
admits him not to dinner. The hufband only has'that hotiow?” In 
the afternoon he returns to attend ber. in her \vifits,  His/affiduity 
muft be remarkable; his punétuality muft never ‘waver... When 
fhe fees company at home, he is to hand her from one end of the 
room to the other, from chair to ehair;-and from fide'to fide, ~~ If 
fhe enters into a particular difcourfe with another perfony the Chi- 
chifbee retires into a corner of the room with the lap-dog, ‘or fits 
in the window teaching the macaw to fpeak Italian.’ If the lady 
fits down to play, it is the duty of the Chichifbee to forthe ecards. 
The hufband (believe me, I entreat you, if you can,) beholds thes 
familiarities, not only contentédly, but with pléeafure. ante 
has the honourable employment of a Chichifbee in anotherhoufe ; 
and in both ficuations, as bufhand and chithibee, neither gives, nor 
receives, the leaft tinct of jealouff,. ° |... bald 
‘ Methinks I fee you dubious and Ttartled at this account. Be 
affured, it isnot exaggerated, nor have T extraéted a tittle from 
the fcandalous chronicle, which fays, that ChichifBeés ‘ard’ oftén 
elected before marriage, and inftituted after ; adding farrher, that 
the name of the Chichifbee, and the definition of his. oyment, 
are frequently inferted in marriage fettlements, to fecure hum againft 
the too great power of a whimfical hufband, or a watchful mother- 
in law. Many otlrer finifter comments ‘may Bé “found in that vo- 
luminous chronicle. How can it be otherwife? Thé appearance of 
the breach of viitue is always treated-by' the world, as the breach 
itfelf. Give dbloquy a foundation-ftone, fhe will ‘foom raifé.a fu- 
perttruéture, that fhall reach the fkies, Upon the whole, w may 
pronounce equitably this fentencé, that if the lady is chafte, the 
has great virtue; if the Chichifbeeis chafte, he has greater.” 


From the thirteenth letter in this collection, dated January 
~13, 1755, we find how much even a inan of judgment may 
be deceived in forming an opinion of the iffue of a war. He 
there writes to his correfpondent that he dreads a war with 
France. 
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France. That his eyes, having fo lately, beheld.their ftrength, 
their; troops, and_ their. fortreffes, . the ¢ abe alone has. con- 
vinced-him, how very. difadvantageoufly Britain muft engage 
witha people fo fuperior. in, numbers, territories, and domettic 
union. This fufpicion he confirms by the,authority of the late 
lord Orford, who declared: to him that. he always. had been, 
and. was.refolved ever to be, againft a war with France. ‘¢ We 
are not able, added lord Orford, to cope with them. They 
are too. powerful for us, and fuch. a. war muft end in a fub- 
miffion.to what terms. they hall pleafe to impofe upon ‘us.” 
The predittion, fays.Jord Orrery, was plain aod intelligible. 
I remember, and I believe, the oracle.” The opinion of thefe 
great men on this fubje&, afford us now a pleating inftance of 
the, fallibility of political prognoftication ;. but had. lord Or- 
ford been, then at the head of,.the miniftry, fuch a conviaion 
might have proved of dangerous confequence, The Roman 
roaxim,. De republica nil de{perandum, was more noble and more 
falutary;). 

Thefe agreeable Letters, which are twentyin number, are 
addrefied to William Duncombe, efq. and-there is, prefixed to 
them)an account of the Life of Lord Orrery, written » by Mr. J. 


Duncombe, 





_—_ 


VII. A Philofephical Efey on Mon. Being an Attempt to invefti- 
gate the Principles and Las of-the reciprocal Influence of the 
Soul and Bedy, 2 Vols. 8v0. 108, Od. sewed. F. Newbery. 


P Bilofophers have ever regarded the reciprocal influence of 
the foul and body on each other as a fubje& incapable of 
being inveftigaied by human penetration, nor can the work 
now before vs contrivute in the leaft to induce any change of 
this opinion. The author fets forth with obferving, that man, 
in common with all animals, is compofed of two diftiné parts, 
foul and body; and if any fhould doubt ef this propofition, 
they may dilpenfe with reading his book. Could we fuppofe 
him to mean, that this truth is eftablifhed, fo far as relates to 
‘man only, we fhould very readily approve of the cifregard he 
expreffes towards fuch readers, as queftion the fat; but there 
feems reafon to infer, fiom. the expreffion § in common with 
all animals,’ that the créduliry of the author in one point, 1s 
equally unjuftifiable with the fcepticifm he fuppofes in any 
reader, 
In this work, we, are. firft p elented with a general account 
of the human body, and the faculties of, the foul, after which 
the aythor proceeds to the intended explanation, e the rela- 


tions and. principles, whereby. hele diftingt parts of the pomen 
coniti- 
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conftitution affe& each other ; and phe caufe of this reciproca 
affection he fiippofes tbe the” path po 
body, which he endeavours to i tein a vari 
An extra& from ‘the work itfelf will afford’ the’ clearet idea 0 of 
the author’s method of reafoning: ys Troip: 
« Organization charaGerifes the area? TO" bie 

‘ There is a conftant determinate relation between ‘the! 6F- 
ganization and the affeétions of the heart.” io Ay 

‘ In the languor of difeafe, the profpeé stilapiiveg 
emotion: the amorous chant of birds, the’ cool ‘tefre ig 
breeze, the enamel of flowers, no longer traifport' the 
infufceptible of joy, the image of oeatre charths it’ ‘natort 
At that time, therefore, we are feebly’ determined to” 
and if roufed eae are unable ‘to cofitinue ; oe 4 
it, and figh for r But when the fibres are’ feafible : 
tic, and abunda Any Wabi with the nervous fluid, the fe 
eft obje&s make fttony impreffions on the organs; a ‘and ‘for¢i- 
bly affe& the foul. The foul at fuch time can re att, on” 
body with equal vivacity, and the repreffion of HF ‘en motions ‘is 
as ungrateful as aétion in the preceding. 3 Bys 

«The foul, when united to a fenfible and vigorous ‘poay, 
therefore inactive, and lefs patiently endures inaétion | ‘thaa’ fh 
ercife ; but when united to organs compofed of lax-fibres, 4 it 
is indolent and effeminate.’ ...... wee ae 

‘ The foul, united to. grofs organs, loves lively araufements 
and noify pleafures ; to delicate organs, refined, pleafures and 

ceable amufements. | Se 

© Brilliant colours are pleafing to robuft perfons x farch’' 

paffionately fond of warlike mufic, penetrating odours: ‘and, {pi- * 
rituous liquors. Perfons of delicate texture and’ great fenfibi- 
lity, on the contrary, love light colours, foft mufie and {weet 
odours. Jn the pleafure of the mind ‘the fame divarfity “ap- 
pears 5. the delicate and the fenfible, fly thofe noify ani 
ments in which the robuft and vigorous ‘fo greatly eel It 5 ; 
they love refined enjoyments, the fweet effufions of the’ m 
tétes 4 tétes, and every pleafure which arifes , from Me ‘tender 
union of hearts. 
.. * The caufe of this phenomenon is, on one nile, “the ‘rela- 
tion obférved between the fenfibility of our’ orga ee s‘and the 
force of the ‘impreffion of objeés ; on ‘the other," e. “Orgatiic 
difpofition which charadterifes the temper. - 

* With the impreffions we receive from ebjets, coniftantly 
concur two analogous fentiments of the foul } love, with a agree- 
able fenfations; and hatred, with painful. " 

‘ All men {eek plealure ahd fly from pain ;’ in’ this they all 
accord ; but we never feck objeds but from the relation Which 
they 
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they have to, ourfelves, that ‘is, from* the Megree of pleafure | 

they, can coinmiinicate. ''.'!'" * 

: * ‘The fertiments of love /And hatred aruft therefore change 
with thef’ relations, °' 

A Weak fight, or tather an eve: extremely fenfible; des 
lights not in glacing colours 3! fuch being prejudicial to it. A 
delicate eat delights, ‘nor in’ Vidlent ‘noifés for!the fame, rea- 
fon ; whiltever is injutiogs’ to’ ‘the’ fenfes, is pleafing to no one. 
On the,other part, every being loves to be fenfible of ifs owa 
exiftenice, Thus, whenever any one avoids’ too violent fenfa- 
tots, he feeks thofe only which have a certain degree of .vi- 
vacity:” 

~ «Hence the foul, which is’ united. to’ gtols organs, being 
too weakly affeéted by gentle and delicate’ fenfations, loves 
thofe which are violent and ftrong ; fach 38 fpiritaous liquors, 
ep colours, the found of the horn, trumipet, ‘drums, and 
all kinds of ‘noify amufements: whilft the foul,” which is 
united to a ‘delicate and fenfible conftitution, delights only in 
gentle fenfations, tender colduf’s, expreffive thufic, in'a word, 
in every kind of refined and delicate pieafure, * 

* But in thefe relations between the affeHlions-of the foul and 
organization, there is a more than fimple’ proportion between 
the force of the impreffion of objeés and the ‘delicacy of the 
fenfés ; ‘for many moderate pleafures are’ devoid’ of’ tendernefs, 
and a great number of amufements which ‘cantior ‘be clafied 
with the noify, excite no gentle emotion. 

* What then determines-the foul, which ‘is united to deli- 
cate organs, to tendernefs ? It is the conftitution'of the bady, 
but. confidered in anoth«r point of view. © °° 

.£ L have demonftrated,’ that the ftate of the body, ‘which 
renders the temper gay, likewite renders Man a'lover of dif- 
fipation ; whilft that, which renders it melancholy, renders 
him penfive. But that difpofition, in which the fun@ions of 
the organs are eafily performed, and is ‘the ‘mediuth between 
vigour. and imbecility, affegis the foc! with an’ agreeable lan- 
guor, which pleafingly alfures it back within it'elf; fach is 
the flate of the body after the moderate lof$ of fpirits; fuch 
is the laft flace of convalefcence when it juft. borders on per- 
feé&t health, and fuch is the habitual difpolition of bodies which 
arg delicate and fenfible. “The gentle Janguor we then expé- 
perience, and which is 4 difpofition ‘to ‘tendernéfs, conveys to 
the foul an agreeable fenfation with which we defire to be af- 
fefied, and which we chérifh in the heart.‘| ‘Hedice we delight 
in every thing which télids’ to preferve if; as, affeGing mufie, 
amorous difcourfes, and Teng pleafure ptoduttive of tender- 
nefs and love, 
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. © But the affeSions of the foul are. ‘ete by ieee ors 

nization ina ‘manner 5 yet more : particul ar." es 

_* The. prevailing: paffion, in thofe affeions of ‘the ti 
which haye ‘a phyfical objet, is ever fixed by that eet h 
is the beft conftituted, and by the + ath Trine ot etme 
whofe organs of pleafure poffefs: a bility nt 
his other fenfes, is; Jibertine and Jafcivious, He iit t ala es 
or rather whofe tongue, is the moft delicate of F his : 
a drunkard ora glutton. He whofe ‘hearing ist “exqui is 
paffionately fond of ‘niufic. 

‘ [have faid, that the. reigning. is ever samen 
by that organ which is the moft.fenfible: this is evident} fince 
man feeks pleafure with an ardour proportionate to its pte 9 
But if, of thefe enjoyments which he attains, one part 
clude another, he ever prefers that which is the moft ¢: 
ing. The more fenfible the organs, the greater the pleafiire ; 
for we can at all times proportion objects to the fenfes wahee 
too delicate ; but we can never proportion | the organ to objets 
when it is deficient 1 in fenfibility, 

_* The gay love joy and feck comic or mirthful anegieiet 
the fad, on the contrary, ‘delight only in thofe which are’ C 
and mournful ; they.delight to relate and hear related tragi 
adventures, fhyn gay company, fly ‘to deferts, woods, cave 
gloomy forefts, and favage nature, 

“Iris eafy to.conceive why the gay delight in joy, this gi 
ing of itfelf agreeable ; but by what caprice do the fad de- 
light in fadnefs, in tragic and mournful amufements ?, If we, 
attentively confider it, we fhall find the ‘caufe of this furprif.’ 
ing phenomenon in the difpofition which the foul receives Roa ; 
the body, combined with felf love. . I-have faid, that.we feek 
after thofe things only which have fome relation to ourfelves 5 
this is true in more than one refpeét. The fad by conftitu- 
tion, being inceflunily affected by a difagreeable fenfation, 
vexed that he js only’ con{cious of his exiftence by his, fuffer- 
ings, envious and jealous of what he does not poflefs, and. 
what if he were pofleffed of; he could: not enjoy, hates 'thofe 
who,are lefs unhappy than himfelf; and by a natural cot 
quence, thuns all fociety wheye there is the leaft ‘appearance of 
gaicty. The idea that himfelf is fot the only miferable bein 
alleviates his torments ;' the thought that others participate his, 

f..fferings give him eafe ; thus he recounts tragic¢ adventures, 
and is pleated at the fight of another’s’ misfortunes, As the 
only pleafure he can enjoy is that, of affli@ting the happy, and ° 
as the only méan he poffeffes. of relieving ‘his own mifery, is 
rlie indulging himéelf ‘in feflecting on the futferings of others, 
hg flies ‘to folitude, to favage and defert‘nature, where he may, 
with- 
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without. interruption, indulge the, gloo ony reflections of his 
foul... Thus the phyfical {ways the. m part, in. man, and 
the conftitution of the body generates the affeétions of the mind.’ 

"This. writer proceeds in. his exiquiries by the, maxim,, that 
every ‘thing i in nature is influenced by phyfical Jaws.: Accord- 
ing to this idea, organization is, undoubtedly the only prin- 
ciple. by. which we can account for the reciprocal, influence of 
the foul and, body ; ; and he has illuftrated that shypevbet | in @ 
pisnlits and ingenious manner. 


a 





Ls —_—= 


Vul, of the rt and Progreft of Language, Svo. 63, Vol. 1. 
Cadell. 


‘HIS volume is the firft part. of a work. which the author 

intends. to. profecute in.a future publication. The fubjegt 
here agitated is, whether language be the work of art, or ae- 
quired babit ? oc whether, according to the opinion of fome, 
we do not {peak by nature without ufe or inftruation, inthe 
fame manner as we perform feveral animal funétions ? That the 
queftion may be fairly ftated, he fuppofes that thofe. who hold 
the affirmative will not urge their opinion fo far as to main- 
tain, that men, without ufe, imitation, or inftru@ion, would 
{peak a fermed regular language; but that men naturally ufe 
articulate founds to exprefs the conceptions of their, minds, 
Previous to the. determination of this queftion, the author 
takes a. general view of the human powers, both fuch as are 
derived immediately from nature, and thofe which are ac- 
quired by ufe. The power of motion, and that inftin& which 
dire@s an infant to, exert it in the a&t of fucking, together 
with the habit of body which makes us fufceptible of nourifh- 
ment, of growth, and of all the vital funétions, are, he thinks, 
the only faculties we feem to be poffefied of when we firft 
come into the world; for he doubts whether we have any 
diftin& perceptions of fenfe, till our organs have acquired a 
certain degree of firmnels, and by experience we have learned 
the proper ufe of them. 

Our author goes farther than denying language to be. the 
gift of nature ; for he endeavours to prove that the formation 
of articulate founds is an acquired faculty, and that even.ideas 
ate alfo derived from, that fource. We fhall prefent our. readers 
with one of the chapters on this fubjeét. 

‘ In order to exainine this queflion more clofely,. we mut 
go back to the divifion, that 1 have made of ideas, into ,thofe 
of external obje2s,.and, thole of the, operations Of out own mitd, 
of,.as Mr. Locke calls them, idea: of refe@ion. In forming 
the ideas of either kind, we.may be faid to ftudy aad invelti- 
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gate the nature of things ; for we difcover, -in th fe 
we form the ‘idea,' that common ‘natlire which’ t 
gether, and coniftitutes the genus -or esse 
recognife ‘them. By the ideas,” therefore, formed fro 
petceptions of fenfe, we invefti iggte the nature of¢ a 
jes ; by ideas of. refleAion, we  ftudy ourflves,” i {cover 
the siature of ‘our mind, ery its operations,” 
then is, Whether thofe’ reflex aéts of the see 9 ny ‘ies his« 
difcovery i is made, are the mere operation of *t fF ae 
ther this faculty-of reflection. is not acquired. by ufe and exer- 
cife, like other faculties belonging to our nature? : 

‘ In order to decide this nih Pak we ee confider the ftate 
of favages.;;‘who, as I have.obferved, are. fo much. near f me 
natural ftate of man than we, that it is from them oul agit 
we can form any idea of the original nature of man: and, 
will venture to affirm, that any man who attempts:to fora’ a 
fyftem of suman nature from what he odferves among’ Civilized 
nations only,’ will produce a fyftem, not of warure) but? of 
art; and initead of the natural man, the workmanthip' of God, 
will exhibit: an artifciel creature of Suman inttitution. Now 
though we fhould fuppofe, that the mere favages, employed. 
altogether either in gratifyitg their natural: appetites, or 
curing the means of fuch gratification; wanting that Teikives 
and that aflifiance to knowledge, which civil fociety difords 
to fpeculative meh ; . without curidfity alfo, or ay defire of 
knowledge, which is known to be the charagter ‘of all favages, 
would neverthelefs apply themfelves to the ttudy of things 
without them ; is it poffible to fuppofe, that they-would turn 
their eyes inward, and carry their philofophy fo’ far as to ‘fhudy 
their own natures? If we. can_fuppofe them to do. this’ by 
nature merely, we may likewiie fuppofe that they will, in the 
fame way, invent all arts and fciences; for ideas are the’ foun. 
dation of all arts and fciences, which cannot exift- without 
definitions ; and thefe, as we have fhewn, ‘are nothing elfe 
but perfeQ ideas of the things defined, which neceflarily muft 
be preceded in order of time by idcas lcfS perfeét ; aud par. 
ticulaily of this:moft ufeful of all {ciences, the fcience of tan, 
the ground- work are the ideas of reflection, aoe which we are 
now fpeaking. 

“Not only is*fuch a fuppofizion altogether abfure’ m ‘bets 
but in /2@ it appears, as much'as fuch’a ‘fad can be ‘kn ‘Khown,, 
that’ favages have no’ fucly ideas. “Por even “fuch of them as 
have formed: ‘them{elves’ into fociety, and. have got the ute of 
larigiiage,” and of other arts, have “har: y-any words to *ex- 
prefs the operations Sof mind, «Aad in’ all’ languaiies, ° “even 
thofe’ ies molt’ ¢ultivated, the words of that “Kind ‘ae’ ineta- 

: phors 
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phors borrowed from,.the objeéts of fenfe. Now as it is by 
language that we trace, with: the greateft certainty, the pro= 
grefs of the human mind, it i§ evident, thatsideas of xefleGion 
mutt have come only in procefe. of ‘time, and after ideas of ex- 
ternal things were not only formed, but had got a‘name: We 
imuft, therefore confider this kind of ideas, not as the firft ftep. 
of the progrefs of the human mind towards fcience-and phi- 
‘lofophy; fo that if we are at liberty to fuppofe it fo be the 
work ofnature, we cannot ftop, bet muft: likewife .fuppofe 
every other ftep, and the arts and feiences themfelves,; to be 
the work of nature, and nothing at all to be produced by ac- 
quited habit, — 

- €.It- may be objeéted, That confcieufnefs is held: by all: phi- 
lofophers to be effential to human nature; fo that if a man 
is not confcious of what he ddés, ‘he does not deférve the ap. 
pellation of -a human creature. Now if a man: knows that ; 
he thinks, deliberates, chufes, Sc. ‘he muft~ neceffarily bave 
the idea of shinking, deliberation, &c.; and thefe are ident of 
refleétion. 

* Tothis I anfwer, 1. That thofe philofophers who fappote, 
that confcioufne/s is effential to human) nature, are fuch as I 
mentioned before, who havé formed their fyftems of man 
from what they. obferve among us; and. becaufe they fee that 
all men in this country are rational, they conclude that man 
was always fo; and that our forefathers, inhabiting the woods 
two or three thoufand years ago, were men in that refpe& as 
well as we. But this is plainly begging the queftion. For I 
deny, that in the natural ftare, and previous to any acquired 
_ habit, there is any difference with refpe& to mental faculties 
betwixt us and the brute, to whom I fuppofe thofe philofophers 
will not allow the privilege of confcioufne‘s. Further, I fay, 
that after man has raifed himfelf fo far above the brute, as to 
form ideas of external things, he may be long in that ftate 
before he has any confcioufnefs, or knowledge of his own ope- 
rations. For even among us, nothing is more true than the 
common faying, that we often ac without refleGion, ‘or know- 
ing what we are doing, going on in a courfe of ‘action, fome- 
times for a confiderable time, without any reflex a& of the 
mind upon itfelf. But, 2dly, I anfwer, Suppofe that-a man 
is confcious of one fingle thought, he has not therefore the 
idea of thinking, any more than’a‘man that has the —percep- 
tion of any one external obje@, has the idea of that -objeQ@; 
fince an idea is of that which is common to maitiy things, not 
belonging to one only.’ 

Befides the ideas from reflexion, the éuttit maintains that 


thofe of external objeéts are altogether the operation of the 
7 mind. 
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mind. His reafoning on this fa however, appears not to 
be entirely conclufive ;' for ‘he me rath include in | 
tion of external objedts,” fuch ideas as have not originally been 
excited by°an impreffion on the fenfes,’ but are formed by the 
operation of the mind. Even admitting his® oe tt 
juft, we cannot re thinking, that he hat u 
tied the inveftigation to too remote a fource ving “the 
fubje& in the intricacies of met ani gr ical Pil ny ps ae 
ftrongeft arguments in fupport of his opinion are ‘certainly 
thofe which are drawn from obfervations sual on perfons who 
have led a life fecluded ‘ftom their own fpecies 5 obfervations 
which prove unanfwerably, that language is not natural to 
man; and that in fuch a ftate, a human being would utter 
only inarticulate founds, We muft demur, however, with 
refpe@ to the propriety of ‘eftablifhing any conchifions ¢ on this 
fubje& from remarks on the Ouran Ontangs, a fpecies of ani- 
mal which our author confiders as the fame with the human 
kind, but which we are inclined to regard only as a {pecies 
of monkey or baboon. , 

Without entering into a farther account of this work, it 
may be fufficient to extract the author’s fhort rec 
which will give our readers a general idea of the fubjet. 

‘ With thefe obfervations I conclude this book, and this rt 
part of the work’; in which T have endeavoured to thew, That 
no part of language, neither matter nor form, is natural to 
man, but the effect of acquired habit :—that this habit could 
not have been acquired, except by men living in political fo- 
ciety; byt that neither is the political life natural to man :— 
that the political life arofe fromthe neceffities of men, and 
that it may exift without the. ufe of Janguage :—that the’ firlt 
languages were without art, fuch as might be expected ; among 
people altogether barbarous :—and, laftly,.that if langu =i 
was at all invented, there is mo. reafon to believe that it 
invented only in one nation, and that all the languages of the 
earth are but dialeéts of that one original language; although 
there-be good reafon to believe, that language has not beca 
the invention of many nations, and that all the la 
fently fpoken in Europe, Afia, and a wee Africa, are des 
rived from, one original language.’ 

While we differ in opinion from this author; refpetting fome 
of the arguments he has advanced, we entirely agree in his af- 
fertion, that language is not natural, but acqui ired, The pro- 
pofition, though not univerfally ackodbielints is almoft: felf- 
evident, but he has fupported it with a degrée of learning and 
ingenuity that will afford rational entertainment to thole who 
are pleafed witli philofophical difquifitions into the powers of 
human nature. | 


Vou. XXXV. May, 1773. Bb IX, Sere 
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1K Sermons. on Variour Subje@ts, ‘By the Tate John Farquhar, 
0M. a. Mimifter at Nigg. Carefully corre&ed from the Author's 
| Manufeript; by George Campell,-D. D. and Alexander Ge- . 
\ Fard;: D; Dv 2 wols. Sve. 75. Cadelt. | 


i pe difcourfes, we are told, were not ‘compofed with a 

. yiew to, their publication, | So far from it, the greater 
"part of them had been fo haftily written, that the copies were 
| in many, places {carce legible ; and fome of the beft of them, 
in the judgment. of the publifhers, had been either left un- 
finifhed at firft, or have been mutilated fince by accident, 
Thefe, however they choofe to lay before the public, in the 
condition i in which they found them, rather than, by fupplying 
fuch. defeéts, ufe what they thought an. undue liberty with 
their decealed friend, whofe manner and fentiments were very 
much his.own. ‘The only merit they claim is the arrange. 
ment of them, arid the correction of fome trifling negligences 
in the language. 

‘The fubjeéts which the author treats of are thefe:,Re- 
Tigious Joy, the Advantages refulting from the Friendfhip of 

rift, the Ignorance of wicked Men concerning themfelves, 
Felix trembling before St. Paul, the Advantages of Devotion, 
the Love of God and of our, Neighbour, the Nature of. Chrif- 
tian Charity, the Value and Efficacy of Repentance, the 
Wifdom and Neceffity of joining the Pragtice of Religion to 
the Knowledge of it, the Character neceffary to fit us for the 
facred Ordinances of divine Worthip,. the Parable of the Pro- 
igal, the Reafonablene{s of Submiffion to the Law of Chrift, 
religious RecolleGion, the Condu& of the Pharifee and the 
penitent Woman, the Piety, Refignation, and Fortitude of 
our Saviour, the Import of this Expreffion, ‘ It is finifhed,’ 
_@ur Saviour’s Paflion, the Sacrament, and the Happinefs of a 
beneficent Difpofition, : 

The editors obferve, that ‘ a good judge will not be at a lofs 
to difcerh in the preacher an eminent clearnefs of appre- 
henfion, correétnefs of tafte, a lively imagination, and a deé- 
_Ticate fenfibility ro all the fineft feelings of which human nature 
is fufceptible.’ 

This encomium is in.fome degree juft ; yet there are many 
paflages in thefe difeourfes, which do. not fhew. any peculiar 
« correétnefs of, tafte.? We fhall confider two or three fen- 
tences which.occur upon a cafual infpeétion.. Speaking of our 
Saviour’s crucifixion the author fays : 

~* ‘ Sufpended. Peicyeen heaven and earth, ready to die, and yet 
patient. under the calamity, is he yet an. objec of derifion? 
Whea 














Farquhar’s Sermoxs.on Various SubjeBty  a7k 
When the golden bowl.is breakipg, and, the filvge, cord, is. 

is this a.feafon for infult?,Crncltys be ‘thou ever my abhor- 
rence, -3n and with thy. fons let my foul never partake |. Ja this 
vere extremity they mock, and revile him. Oy, all ye that paff 
by! here humanity calls for your pity. Here ye may fhedthe ° 
generous tear, and the world will: applaud:it.. “But. pafleqgers 
join,with his crucifiers and deride him’... . a oe T hat expwing 
groany hear it, O ye Heavens! dnd be. alt: snithed, O Barth 
Lo, ail nature hears it, and bears» tettimony tor thy dignity. 
The fun with-draws his light, terr ipo at what unrelenting man 
performed,’ &c. 

Would it not have been better. to have faid plainly and 
fimply, ‘ fafpended on the, crofs, is he yet an obje& of de- 
rifion 7? Our author’s remark, that he was: crucified: ‘ . 
heaven and earth’ is infignificant and in “The figurative 
expreflion of she golden bow] and the filver cord is far-fetched and . 
affegted. It would have been more emphatical to have faid 
in plainer terms, ‘ Is the very moment of death, under the 
moft dreadful agonies, a feafon for infult ??-—His addrefs to. thofe 
that pafs by is an unmeaning apoftrophe,—-The expreffion, of 
the fun being ‘ terrified’ at the crucifixion is more like the rant 
of an injudicious poet, than the obfervation of a fober philofo- 
phical divine, Nay, it would have had a propriety in aheathen . 
poet, by whom the fun was confidered as adeity, which it 
cannot have in a modern writer, by whom it is confidered, asa 
mere vehicle of light. 

But not to dwell on thefe little improprieties, we fhall fub- 
join a longer extraé&, from whichthe reader may form a more 
adequate and favourable notion of this writer’s abilities. 

The following paflage is part of Mr. Farquhar’s hiftory of 
the prodigal fon. 4 

* Uneafy under the reftraint which, a father’s prefence i im- 
pofed, this young man is anxious to leave his.own country, and 
to fulfil all the defires of his heart. Having obtained from-an 
indulgent parent, a fhare of his eftate, he immediately under~ 
takes his journey. At this inftant, let us contemplate him, 
young, healthy, unexperienced, elevated with the prefent, 
fearlefs of the future, his eye ae ‘oye rapture of his 
héart his foul prognofticates the higheft joy and he thinks 
himfelf the happieft of mortals. What’ Ycenes of pleafure 
does he revolve in his mind! and he longs for nothing but the 
day in which he thall gratify all his withes,’:’ Bat why” 
he fear the prefence of a father? why fly ffom the fight :of a 
man, whom he knows to be the objeétof reverence ? ‘His heart 
even now fometimes mifgives him, and virtue offers her;fa- 
ceed admonitions, But the flattery and intoxication of vice 
Bbhz puth 
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| him on, ° atid Fegardlefs « of wife and fober reflection; 
he haftens to his ruin. “ His money becomes the mean of his 
deftrustion ‘His’ appetites grow every day more irregular and: 
rapacious, ‘and he 'purchales every obje& that can gratify 
em. The light of reafon fometimes rifes im his foul. ‘He 
extingnifhes it by plunging in vice. ‘Many a time has confci- 
ence offered to be his monitor: by the moft infamous'de- 
bauchery he checks’ her admonitions, till, for a feafon, fie has‘ 
relinquified her office. Why fhould I récount all the diffioneft 
‘deeds, the impiire thoughts, atid the unworthy pleafures of a 
nan, Sik follows the corrupt inclinations of his heart, and 
§ deferted by God? A companion ‘of profligates, tyrannized 
‘over by his Tufts, avoided by every good man, he muft foon 
feel a milety, which, though contrary to his iftention, he 
tas f 0 direétly and affiduoufly earned. $0 it happened ‘to this. 
ay cal. He wafed bis fubfance, and be began to ‘be in want. 
"How great and how fatal was this ‘change! "Actoltomed to eat 
hf, he was hungry, to drink before he was thirfty, never to 
fuffer the call of any appetite ‘to remain unanfwered, how 
wretched does he now feel himfelf, deprived not only of the 
foperfluities, but of the very neceffaries of life Where are 
tiow the companions of ‘his better days, the partakers of his 
riotous and unholy pleafures! Where is the friend’in’ whom he 
trofted, the miltrefs with whom he'fquandered, or the Tervants: 
4Kat were obedient to his call ? They are all fled ; fhe blaft of 
inter is come; and thofe infects that only wantoned in the 
ei fhine of fummer, are for ever'vanifhed. The extremity - 
‘to which he is reduced, obliges Him to fubmit to the meaneft 
and moft defpicable einployment.’ 
** ‘We have no obje€tion to this’ défeription. “We allow it to 
be lively and animated. Yet on this occafion we’ cannot help 
“obferving, that the proper langtiage°of ‘the pulpit isa majeftic 
fimplicity ; that'the léeaft appearance” of affettation is iicon- 
fiftent with the chata@ter of a Chriftian preachér, ‘and’ that a 
‘wart imagination has made a maltitade of ecclefiafti¢al ‘Cox- 


combs. . 
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qn this age: of -pleafure and diffipation, ‘the cultivation of the 
female mind is getterally neglefedsto avery lamentable de- 


egree.\( Yourig ladies, in: the gentecler ftations of life,’ /are fent 
eehatedersente where, ‘pethaps,o they ftay two''or three 











¢ éxcéptions to the fubféquent remarks, fach as do 
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years, are taught ‘to murderacttne on ner ord,.. or 
guitar, to dance a cotilign, and ahs " | 

French, In the mean time, not the leai 
the moft important, ¢ of all, female accom 
ledge of their native language, and. t yt 
literature, So that hardly. one, girl . A ety 
into the world, is able to write a note fo” her mat ua-maker 
with tolerable propriety, or to perceive, any sap ‘between 
the productions of Milton, Addifon, or Pope and i 


trumpery that ever difgraced a cee 
‘ee td 








advance into life, their foibles and f 
creafed and confirmed. ' Their thoughts are 
to the ftudy of drefs, the mydteries of the toile 
nies of infignificant vifits, and the public amuf 
feafon. Plays and romances warm their imay ations, ‘ap 
ftimulate their paffions; fops and fools flatter. their ly > 
engage them in parties of pleafure, fire them with || 
of conqueft, and deprive them of their little we eS 5 ‘a as 
Milton expreffes it, they are 
£ ae completed to the tafle . 

Of luftful appetence, to fing, to dance, ” Nn 

To drefs, to troule the tongue, and roll the eyes a bi 

It has therefore given us pleafure to find an ingenious lady 
attempting to retrieve the honour of her fair country: -womien, 
by prefenting them with a feries of Letters, calctilated’ ‘to’ tes 
claim them from frivolous amufemenis, to regulate chet ton 
fions, re@tify their tafte, elevate their ideas, and infpire the 
with the love of Knowledge and virtue. 

This work is divided into ten letters. | The: firft hpi 
and inculcates the fundamental principles of: religion ; the fe- 
cond and third exhibit fome fhort fketches of the matter ¢on- 
tained in the feveral books of the Old. and New T'eftament, 
and point out the courfe in which they ought to be read. 

In thefe three letters, this author appears to entertain halt. 
ed and honourable notions of the Supreme Being, and rationa l 
fentiments of religion and the Scriptures. Few preachers 
{peak with more pathetic force and energy than ‘this lady, on 
the Relurrection and a Future Judgment. _ 

The fourth and fifth letters contain many fenfible remarks 
on the Regulation of the Heart and’ rapepen sor] pa Friendthip 
and Marriage. , 

The following obfervations ate founded Ot & knomledgy of 
real life and human nature. =<. 

* When you have dikineatlycbabenk thes next. point is, how 
to preferve your friend:—-Nambers ‘complaia,.of the -ficklenefs 
and ingratitude of thofe.on whom they: veftowed their affec- 
Bb 3 tion 5 
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tion ;. but few. examine whether. what they complain of, is 
not owing tf ) themlelves, —A ffegtion. is not like a Portion of 
freehold Jand, which -when once, fettled upon. you is a pened: 
fion for ever, without, further trouble. om your part. —If F you 
grow lefs deferving, or lefs attentive to pleale, you muft ex- 
pect to fee the effeAs of your remiffnefs, in the gradual de- 
cline of your friend’s efteem and attachment. —Refentment 
and reproaches will, not recal what you have loft : but, on the 
contrary will haften the diflolu'ion of every remaining. tie.—- 
The beft remedy i is, to renew your, care and affiduity. to “de- 
ferve and cultivaie affeétion, without feeming to have, per- 
ceived its abatement. —Jea! oufy and diftruft are the, bane of 
ftiendthip, whofe effence is efieem and affiance,—But if jea- 
lonfy is exprefied by unkind upbraidings, or, what is worfe, 
by cold haughty looks.and infolent, contempt, it can hardly 
fail, if often repeated, to realize the misfortune, which at 
firft perhaps was imaginary.—Nothing can be more.an._anti- 
dote to affedlion than fuch behaviour, or than the caufe of it, 
which, in reality, is nothing but pride; though the jealous 
perfon would fain attribute it to uncommon tendernefs and 
delicacy :—-But tendernefs is never fo expreft; it is indeed — 
deeply fenfible of. unkindnefs, but. it cannot be unkind ;—it 
may fubfift with anger, but not with contempt ;—it may be 
weakened, or even killed, by ingratitude; but it cannot be 
changed into hatred.— Remember always, that if you would 
be /oved, vou mult be amiab/e.—Habit may indeed, for a time, 
fupply the deficiency of merit : what we have long loved, we 
do not eafily ceafe to love; but habit will at length be, con- 
quered by frequent difgutts.’— 

The fecond volume confifts of five. letters on the Goyern- 
ment of the Temper, Oeconomy,. Politenefs and Accomplith- 
ments, Geography and Chronology, and the Manner, and 
Courfe of reading Hiftory. 

The following extra& from the laft letter, on the flucy of 
hiftory, contains fome very juft and ftriking feniiments. 

* You cannot be faid to know the hiftory- of that. empire, 
of which you area fubje&t, without knowing fomething of the 
Eaft and Weft Indies, where fo great a part of it is fituated ; 
—and.you will find the accounts. of the difcovery and. con- 
queft of America,very entertaining, though you will be fhocked 
at the injuftice and cruelty of its conquerors.—But, with which 
of the glorious conquerors of mankind muft not humanity be 
fhocked !— Ambition, the meft remorfele(s of ail paffions, pur- 
fues its object . by.all. forts of ‘means : —juftice, mercy,, truth, 
and every thing moft facred, in vain oppofe its progrefs !—y 
alas, my dear, fhall I venture to. tell you that the hiitory ‘of 
the 
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the world is little elfe than a fhocking accetnt of the wickedneéfs 
and folly of the ambitious !—The world has-ever been,” ai 
fuppofe, ever, muft be,’ governied and ipfulted by thele: afpiri 
{pirits—has always, in a greater or lefs degtée, “groaned us 
their unjuft ufurpation... , yo ae sea 
‘ But let not the horror of fuch a fcene’ puta ftop 
curiofity —it is proper you fhould know rent! ‘as they are- 
You muft be acquainted with the heroes of the, earth, ‘ar , 
perhaps you may be too well reconciled to them :— wit eae . 
have ia general a ftrong bias in-theic favour ;—We'fee them fec~ | 
rounded with pomp and fplendour—every thin z that felates  - 
to them has an air of grandeur-—and,* While adie 
their natural powers, we are too apt to.pardon the dete ig 
abufe of them, to the injury and ruin of the human race.—~ ~ 
We are dazzled with falfe glory, and bia ve into the’ 
delufion ;—for mighty conquefls, like great conflagrations, 
have fomething of the/fublime that _pleafes ‘the “imaginatio tnd 
though we know, if we refegt at all, that the confequences of 
them are devaflation and mifery. : : a 
‘ The Weftern and Eaftern. world will prefent to you very dif. ' 
ferent profpe&s.—In America, the firft European’ conquerors 
found nature in great fimplicity—fociety fi}! in its infanc — 
and confequently the arts and fciences yet unknown :—{o that © 
the facility, with which they overpowered thefe ‘poor innocent | 
people, was entirely owing to their fuperior Knowledge in the — 
arts of deftroying.—They found the inhabitants brave enthafi- 
aftic patriots, but without either the military or political arte 
neceffary for their defence.—'T he two great kingdoms of Mexico 
and Peru had alone made fome_progrefs in civilization —they 
were both formed into regular ftates, and had ‘gained fome ore 
der and difcipline:—from thefe therefore the Spaniards met 
with femething like an oppofition,—At firft indeed the invae 
ders appeared fupernatural beings, who came upon them flying ~ 
over the ocean, on the wings of the wind, and who, mounte 
on fiery animals, unknown in that coyatry, attacked’ them ' 
with thunder and lightning‘in their handsfor fach''the’ fire- 
arms of the Spaniards ‘appearéd to this aftonifhed’ people.—. ° 
But, from being worfhipped as gods, they foom came’ to be © 
feared as evil fpirits; and in time being difcoveted tobe 
men=-different from the Ameritans only’ in® their’ oy trageous’ | 
injaftice, ‘and in the cruef arts of deftroying/—they ‘were ab. 
horred’and boldly oppofed. — The refiftance however ‘of a mi'.-“ 
lion of thefe poor naked’ people, defperately crouding on ‘each “ 
other to deftruttion, ferved only’ to make their rtiin more cotn= 
plete.—The Europeans have defttoyed, with the ‘moft Mhoek-* * 
ing barbarity; ‘many millions’ of the original: inbabitants of - 
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thefe coéntrits, and have ever fince béer’ depopulating Europe 
aiid Africa to fupply their places.”*' ~ 

_ ‘Theauthor* of thefe letters is well known..in’ the poetical 
world ‘by: her odes on) Peace, Health, the Robin Redbreatt, 
&c. She has been celebrated in a fonnet by Mri Edwards, au- 
thot, of thé Canons’ of Criticifm, and by ‘Mr: Dancombe in 
the Femincad, , : 
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XI. Lfay om. the Character, Manners,) and Genius: of Women it 
different Agi. Enlarged from the French of Mi'Thomas, by 
Mr. Roffel, 2 Vols. 8vo. 55, fewed, -Robinfon. 


HILE ‘philofophers have made difquifitions into human 
“¥' ' ‘nature in general, we find in their works but very faint 
and imperfe& reprefentations of the peculiar charaéteriftics of 
the female mind. In this Effay, however, the ingenious au-° 
thor prefents us with fach faéts and obfetvations as tend greatly 
to. elucidate thé principles which influence the manners of the 
fair ; and, what has feldom been the cafe with thofe who. have 
drawn the moral piature of that beautiful part of our fpecies, 
he neither exaggerates their faalts nor their virtues. He firft 
gives an ‘account of the great and virtuous actions of women 
n general, after which he exhibits the firuation and charaéer 
of the Grecian women, and fubfequently thofe of the Roman, 
He next procéeds to relate the effets of Chriftianity on the 
mariners of women; obferving, that it was by means of this 
fex, that the greateft part of Europe was converted from pa- 
nifm, From thefe fubjefts our author paffes to the inunda- 
tion of the barbarians, and the effecis of chivalry on the cha- 
faCter and manners of women. 


¢ It is, fays he, to the barbarians who fpread conflagration and 
fuin, who trampled on the monuments of art, and {purned the 

pendages of elegance and pleafure, that we owe the bewitching 

irit of gallantry, which, in thefe ages of refinement, reigns in 
the courts of Europe: and that fyftem, which has made ita prin- 
ciple of honour among ‘us to confider the women as fovereigns, 
which has partly formed our cuftoms, our manners, our policy, 
and which has fo remarkably influenced our writings and our lan- 

ages—that fyitem, which has exalted the human charaéter by 
joftening the empire of force, which mingles politenefs with the 
ufe of the {word, which delights in protecting the weak, and in 
€onferring that importance which natuce or fortune have denied, 
was brought hither from. the frozen shores of the Baltic, and from 
the favage forefts of the North. | 

* The northern nations in general paid great refpect to women. 
pa ay sig employed in hunting or in war, they condefcended 
only to foften their ferocity in the, prefence of the fair. Their 
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ne wee 
forefts were the norferies of chivalry. ye d 3 
‘ward of valour. A warrior, to render himfe his 
miftrefs,, went in fearch of glory and of danger. J - 


duced clialienges.'” Single combats, inftituted by love, often 4 
with blood the wootls and tite borders of the lakes3 and thefword 
afcertained the rights of Venus as well as of Mars. 1 

* Let us not be furprifed at thefe manners. Among. mem sho 
have made few advances in civilization, but who are already, united 
in large bodies, women have naturally, and mutt have, the greatett 
fway. Society is then fufficiently cultivated to have introduced the 
ideas of preference and of choicein the connexion between the 
fexes,—which feem to be little regarded, it at. albhknown, among 
favages: it is too rude to partake of that ftate of eife ¥> in 
which the fenfes are enfeebled, and the affections worh out by 
habit. People but little removed from barbarifm, in the r ction 
of their animal powers, and ignorant of all thofe artifie ea- 
fures created by the wants of pclithed life, feel more exqu ae 
‘pleafures of naturé, and the genuine emotions of man. ay 
mingle even with their Joye a kind of adoration to the female 
fex. / 

* Several of ue nosthern nations imagined, that women could 
look into futurity, and that they had. about them an inconceivable 
fomething approaching todivinity. Perhaps that idea was only the 
effeét of the fagacity common to the fex, and the advantage which 
their natural addrefs gave them over rough and fimple wariiors ; 

rhaps alfo thofe barbarians, furprifed at the influence’ which 
, ster has over force, were led to afcribe to fupernatural attragtion, 
‘acharm which theycould not comprehend. _ rey. ots 

© A belief, however, that the Deity communicates himfelf more 
readily to women, has at one time or other prevailed in every quar- 
ter of the earth. ‘Not only the Germans, the Britons, and all the 
people of Scandinavia were poflefled of it: it was women among 
the Greeks whodelivered the oracles. The refpect, which the Ro- 
mans paid to the Sibyls is well known. The Jews had their pro 
phetefies. The predifliens of the Egyptian women obtained much 
credit at Rome even-under the emperors. And in moft ‘barbarous 
nations, all things that have the appearance of being fupernatural, 
the myfteries ok religion, the fecrets of phyfic, and the: rites of 
magic, are in the pofiefhon of the women. ee 
__ © The barbarians, who over-ran Europe, carried their opinions 
along with their arms. A revolution in the manner of ving mu 
therefore foon have taken place. The climates of the.North re- 
quired little referve between the fexes; and during the invafions 

rom that quarter, which continued for three or four’ hundred 
years, it was common to fee women mixed with warriors. Hence 
that {weet and timid modefty, which has generally been con- 
fidered as effential to beauty, by being unveiled to every eye, 
ceafed to be regarded as a virtue. T 

*‘ Among the ancients, the retirement of women was 4 long 
time a part of the conftitution of the ftate; becaule the : 
ment and the laws refted upon the manners.. In modern Evrope, 
the barbarians having every where concerted military eftablith- 
mente, pest little attention to the manners: they refted all things 
upon force. bofics, eit 

‘ By mingling with a corrupted e, who had all! the vices of 
former prosperity along with thofe of prefent adverfity, the con- 
querors were not likely to imbibe maore fevere ideas. Hepcé-we 
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fee thofe fons of the North, in fofter climates, uniting the vices of 
refinement fo the ftatelinefs of ‘the warrior, and the pride of the 
barbarian. 

¢ They embraced Chriftianity: but it rather modified than changed 
their character. It mingled itfelf with their cuftoms, without al- 
tering the genius of the people. 

‘Thus, by degrees, wére laid the foundations of new manners, 
which in modevn Europe have brought the two fexes more on a level, 
by affigning fo the wowien a kind of foyereignty, and ‘aflociating 
love ‘with valour." 


‘Phe revival of letters, our author obferves, is another @ra 
which gave!a new dire@ion to the ideas and occupations of the 
female fex, From this period it was no unufual ebjeé to. be- 
hold women preach, and enter the lifts of theological contro- 
verfy,3, ‘publicly fuppost thefes; fill the chairs of phitofophy 
and Jaw; harangue in Latin’ before the popes; writéin Greek, 
and.tead Hebréw. Thele extraordinary accomplifhments_ of 
women afford juft ground for queftioning the reputed fuperi- 
ority of the male fex,»» To determine the comparative merit 
of the two fexes, the author judicioufly obferves; that it would 
be requifite to mark particularly the ‘influence which the dif- 
fererice of duties, of occupations, and\of manners, muft un- 
avoidably have on the genius, fentiments, and character of 
each... He feems to be of opinion, that the depth of intelleé 
which charaéterifes the philofopher, is rarely obferved to pre- 
dominate in the minds of women ; but that imagination is 
rather their province. We fhall lay before our readers the av- 
thor’s obfervations refpe@ing the genius of the two fexes, as 
applied to government. 


* In fociety men are governed by their paffions, and the leaft mo- 
tives, often. produce the greateft confequences. But, in the 
vernment of ftates, it is by comprehenfive views, by the choice of 
principles, and, above all, by the difcovery and the employment of 
talents, that fuccefs can be obtained. Here, inftead of taking ad- 
vantage of foibles, we muft fearthem,; we mutt raife men above 
their weaknefies, not Jead them into them. 

‘ The art of governing in fociety may therefore be faid to confift 
in flattering vice and foily with addrefs; and the art of admi- 
niftration, in combating them with judgment. The knowledge of 
mankind required in the two cafeg is very different: in the one, 
they muft be known by their weaknefs; in the other, by t 
ftrength. The one takes part with failings, for little ends; the 
othér difcovérs great qualities, which are mingled with thofe very 
faults. The one, in. fhort, feeks little. blemithes in great men ; 
and the‘other, in diffecting great men, .muft often perceive the fame 
Spots : for perfect characters exitt only in Utopia. 

‘ Let ‘us now Ame if this kind .of genius and dbfervation 
_agrees equally with the character of the.two. fexes. I-know: that 
there 4ré women who have reigned, and who, ftill reign with luftre. 
Chriftina ‘in Sweden, Mabella of Caftile in Spain, and Elizabeth in 
Engh have merited the efteem of their age, and of ne 
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‘We faw, in the war of 1741, a princels, whom eyen her. enemies 
admired, defend the German empire, with no lefs genius than cour + 
yage; and we behold, at this day, the Ottoman empire fhaken by 
awoman. But, in general queftions, we thould bewane.of t 
exceptions for rules ; we ought to atten eain to the erdinary courie- 
of nature. 7 ee abdtt ag toes gag Sai 

‘ It therefore becomes neceflary to inquire,.if in the wo- 
men being lefs engaged in action, and in -genekal lefs fit fort; can. 
know fo well as the other fex, the talents of mé¢n, their ufé, or their. | - 
extent; if great views, and the application of great pningiples; daa - 
cluding the habit of (eizing ata glance the reiult.of things, crs. 
refpond not il] with the prolixity of their imagiiiation, ‘or ‘at Ie & 
with the arrangement. of their ideas. It is charaéter chiefly which ©» 
governs ; it is the'vigour of the foul which gives impulfe to.geniage,, ..; 
which ftrengthens and extends political capacity, Bur this char; 
racter is feldoni formed but by great contmotions By great hope i 
by great fears, and bythe neceflity of being continually engaged |” ’ 
in aon Is not then the charaéter Of, women in»general, Benes 
calculated for elegance than for fway ?—«for attraction than-for) 
comimand ?—Does not their rapid imagination, which often cana kere : 
fentiment precede thought, render them more futceptible of pre- 
judice or of error in the choice of men?—Would not one be in ~ 
danger of abufé, would not one even run the rifk of their dii- © 
pleature, if he thould fay, that in the diftribution of their ‘efleens 
they would fet too high a value upon external accomplithmentss.... 
and, in fhort, that they would perhaps be too eafily led to believe, , 
that an agreeable man was'a great man ?>— yeti 

‘ Yet Elizabeth was not free from this cenfure. The inclinations ~ ° 
of her fex tole beneath, the cares of the throne, and the grandeur of 
her character. We are chagrined at certain times, to fee the little: 
weaknefles of ‘a woman mingle with the views of a great. mind. \ If. 

Mary queen of Scotland had been lefs fair, perhaps her rival had 
been. Jeis cruel... This tafte for coquetry, as is well known, fur 
nifhed Elizabeth with favourites; in the choice of which thejudged. 
more like a woman than a fovereign. She was always too ready to 
believe, that the power of pleafing her iinplied genius, 

“ That fo much celebrated queen exercifed over Exigland an al- 
moftarbitrary {way ; at which perhaps we ought not fo be furprifed, 
Women in general on the throne are more inclined to defpotifm, 
and more impatient of reftraint than men. The fex, to whom 
nature has afligned power by giving them ftrength, have a certain 
confidence which raifes them in their own eyes ; fo that pe 
no need of manifelting to themfelves that fuperiority of which, 
they are fure. But, weaknets, altonifhed at the {way which the, 
poflefles, thakes her {ceptre on every fide, to eftablifh her do- - 
minion 

‘ Great men-are perhaps more carried to that {becies of dee 
potifm which arifes from lofty ideas; and women, above the ote 
dinary clafs, to the defpotifm which proceeds from _pafiion. 

The laft is rather a fally of the heart, than the etfea of fyftem. |. 

‘ One thing which favours the defpotifm of feriale foyereigns is, 
that the men confound the empire of their fex with tharof th rank. 
What we refule to grandeur, we pay to beauty. ‘Bur the dominion. 
of women, even when pinned is feldom cruel, Theirs is sather 
a defpotifm of caprice, than of oppreffion, The throne itfelf can- 
not cure their fenfidility; they carry in their bofoms the counter 
poile of their power.’ 

: With 
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With refpea to the queftion, whether the male or female. 
fex be moft capable of friendfhip, ‘after urging fome objeAiong, 
againit the determination of Montaigne, who has given it pe. 
fitively againft the women, our author feems upon the whole 
to'admit, that friendthip th women is more rare than among 
men ; bur he thinks at the fame time, “that with the former ix 
mult be more delicate and tender, Concerning love, the aw- 
shor alledges, that when it is a paffion, women are more con- 
ftant than’méen; but when it is only an: appetite, they are 
mibré Tibertine.  ~ | F 
_ 9; Miter, thele fubjedts we meet with a hiftorical view of the 

eclifie of ferious gallantry, and of?the progrefs of fociety in 
France, To the end of this fection, the, work is chiefly a 
tranflation from the French of M. ‘Thomas, ‘which Mr. Ruffel 
has greatly improved in point of method, ‘compofition,’ and: 
fentiment. He has .alfo added a fedtion on the progrefs of fo- 
ciety im Britain, and of the charafier, mannezs, and talents of — 
the Britih women. This fubject is fo interefting,- and treated 
with fuch folidity of obfervation, that we cannot forbear pre- 
fenting our readers with a part of it, 


. “<The manners! of the two fexes, as has. been already obferved, 
generally keep pace with each other. In proportion asthe men 
grew regardiefs of charadter, the women wegleéted the duties of 
their fex. Though little inclined to hoarding, they are not per- 
haps leis difpofed to avarice than men: gold to them is defirable, 
as the minilter of vanity, voluptuoufnels, and thew. It became 
their fapreme object, and the only fource of matrimonial union, to 
the exclufion of that tender fentiment which alone can give ftrength 
to thefacred tie, or pleafure to the nuptial ftate. The young, the 
beautifal, the healthful, were wedded—though not always with 
their own confent—to age, deformity, and aifeafe ;° virtue wae 
joined to profligacy, and wantonnefs to feverity. 

« Such marriages were neceflarily deftruétive of domeftic felicity. 
The want of cordiality at home naturally leads us abroad, as the 
want of ‘happinefs in ourfelves leads us to feek it in-externals, and 
tO torture imagination for the gratification of appetitet> which, 
undepraved, are fimple and unifurm. New amufements, and fo- 
cieties' pf pleafure, were every day formed; new modes of diffi- 
pation were invented ; the order of nature was changed; night and 
day were inverted; and fancy and Janguage were exhauited for 
names to the aflemblies of pol.tenefs and gallantry. Nothing is 
fo oppreffive’ as time to the unhappy, or thought to the vacant 
mind:sthefe were not all enough. They feemed afraid of them- 
felyes, and of each other. The hufband had one fet.of vifitors, 
the wife another; he profecuted his pleafures abroad, the enter- 
tained ‘hér friends at home; or reforted to fome place of ‘piiblic ' 
aifiusément, or private pleafure. In a free country, it is unpar- 
donable in a manito accule his wife without evidence, or to pretend 
to abridge her liberty ;=-and the guilty are filent for their own 
fakes. It was often morning before they met at their joylefs 


homie. 
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‘ y fp ae oF » Which a iefel, with | 
afure, afforded a new etence urna s. Mon 
fie at play muft be id’ ‘how i is a debt of honour; and,-to 
preferve family-peace; it’ iv’ tobe feared that worten “ah virtuous 
principles have often facrificed fomething  taore Layer man ee 

yewels, At any rate gami py bts ag temper, ru 
fions, corrupts. the heart, breaks down. the, 
virtne,~-a decent referve between the fees.) 0 77) 40 OU Tit 

< Eove grew confident,’ as beauty became west pried 
the freedom ofmanners permitted the warmeft declaration! withottt 
offence. The opportunities.of gratification were infinite; paaidn 
tives of reftraint. were few; and the temptatio i meh, ee 






A: general enfuality was the conlequence ‘ia 
faelity became cofaimon. LO 
én of fpirit obtained divorces. | Bat: thle toa en- 


forcing the ciation the marriage vow, i fear, of public 


thame, appeared to:have a quite contrary, ¢ th Bad ng 
ted weaknefs: the feducing example o Laat re- 


maitied, the odium was forgot; while the equity'of the fentence 
was difputed, or its feverity blamed. Hufbands ‘were loudly ac- 
eufed o bibertinifn;, and juftly of negle&. The women'¢ontinutd - 
to make reprifals, or make up their wants; the practice tri 
Prudent men overlooked fuch liberties, when conduéted wi de 
cency, which it mutt be owned was feldom violated ; tae gin 
natured hufbands in general begin to adopt a polite opinion, which 
‘will at leaft be conducive to private peace; viz. That.a man is not 
more dithonoured by the: amours of his wife than as 
viation of tafte, ‘or than the is by thofeof her:h 

‘ In fhort, unlefs manners take a turn, there is reafon to 
that our Britifh. ladies, once fo remarkable for modefty, » 
and conjugal fidelity, wil foon equal their fifters of France inim- 
pudence,levity, and incontinence; as we already rivalhoar con- ~ 


(oes 


tinental brethren “in foppery, falthood, inconftancy, ‘vanity,++and 
in all their unmanly pleaiures, capricious appetites, os 
luxuries . 


This ingenious Effay is both philofophical and entertaining, 
and, nay be confidered as the molt complete treatife on the fe- 
male mind and chara@er,, that has hitherto been pudlitbst | 


hn dulide Sissi tT) ee 


XI. Lecters of Leds Racliel Roffel; from the Manfiript ies the 
Library at Woburn-Abbey. To whith is prefixed, An Iure- 
duition, vindicating ‘rhe Charafér of Lird Gira “i, alain Su 
‘John Dalrymple,’ &e. 4t0. 8s, doards, Dilly, ti 


f test lady was wife to the virtuous and en rrp 
Ruffel, fon of the earl of Bedford, whotw 
the year 16383 ... The letters here publifaed ane chiefly “ay oe 
her fadythip,” witha few others, from different perfons,to her. 
They were copied from the originals by Thoinas Seltwood, 
who lived in ‘her family, from. whole manufeript, in ‘the B- 
brary at Woburn. abbey, they have been faithfully tran 
for the prefs. We canaot expe& to-be gratified, either with 
, iltorical anecdote, or the gay effuliens of imaziaation, in the 


epiltolary 
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epiftolary eorrefpondence of a lady who pafied the years of a 
difedhfolate widowhood in'the fhade of retirement, devoted to 
the’ tkertife of religious duties, ‘and the education of her chil- 
dren ; but if good fenfe, focial fympathy, fortitude, and fers 
vent piety, have any claimto attention, thefe, Letters will come 
mahicate deep inipreffions to the mind of | a ferious reader, and 
afford'a ftriking example of female virtue. “The following let 
ter, written abode two months after the: execution of, her huf, 
band, may fetve as a {pecimen, 
© Lady Ruffel to Door Fitzwilliam, 
‘<P need not tell you, good'dottor, how Tittle capable I hive 
. Bei of fuch an exercifé as this. You will foon find ho unfit 
Fam fill for i it, fince my yet difordered thoughts caa offer me 
ty other than fuch words as exprefs the deepeft forrows, and 
éonfufed, as my yet amazed mind is. But fuch men as you, 
and particularly onié fo much my friend, ‘will T know bear with 
my weakriefs, and compaffionate my diftrefs,, as you have. al- 
Feady done by your good letter, and excellent prayer. .. L ens 
deavour to make the beit-ufe I can of both, ‘but lam fo evil 
and unworthy a creature, that though Ihave defirés, yet E have 
‘NO difpofitions or worthinefs, towards receiving comfort, You 
that knew us both, and how we lived, muft allow I have juft 
caufeto bewail my lofs, 1. know ’tis ‘common with others to 
lofe'a friend ; but to have lived with ‘fuch a” one, itmay be _ 
queftioned how Jew can glory in the like happinefi, fo. confe- 
quently lament the like lofs. Who can,but fhrink. at fuch a 
blow, till, by the mighty aids of his Holy, Spirit, we -will-let 
the gift ot God, which he hath put into our hearts, interpofe ? 
That reafon which fets a. meafure to our fouls in. profperity, 
will then fuggett many things which we have. fen and heard, to 
moderate us in fuch fad circumftances as mine; but: alas!* my 
underftanding is clouded, my faith weak, fenfe ftrong, and the 
devill bufy to. fill. my thoughts with falfe notions, difficulties, 
and doubts, as of a future condition”® 
of prayer : but this | .hope to make matter of humiliation, not 
fin,... Lord. Jet mae underftand the reafon of thefe dark and 
wounding providences, that I fink not under. .the difcourage- 
_ ments of my own thoughts.: I know I have deferved my. pu- 
nifhineot, and will be filent under it, but yet fecretly my heart 
. mourns, too fadly I fear, and can’t be comforted, becaufe I 
have not the dear companion, and fharer of all my joys and 
forrows. I want him to.talk with, to walk. with, to eat and 
fleep with ; all thefe things-are irkfome to me now ; the day 
unwelcome, and the night fo too; all company and meals I 





* Two or three werds torn off, 
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would avoid, if it might be; yet ‘all this is, that Ienjoy not 


the world in my ownsway, and this fare hindets ‘my. yy sa : 
when I fee my children, before. me, I. remember Cap rar 


he took in them, this makes. ie heart fhrink, 
his quitting a ‘effet | good for a r? oO! Pr ait oe 
believe, T could not, be dsiedled. or I will ‘not pie 
to fay, 1 offer my mind any inferior \confolation’ to fapp! irabis 
fofs. “No, f'moft willingly forfake this world, thi tetatavse 
troublefome world, in which I have no other. he ek Se 
rid my foul from fin ; fecure by faith’ ‘and a good conicience 
my eternal interefts, with patience and courage bear, my é;ninent 
misfortunes, and ever hereafter be above the {miles and frowns 
of it. And when I have done the remnant of the ap- 
pointed me'on”earth, then joyfully wait for the heaye nly per- 
fe€tion in God’s good time, when by his infinite. mercy J, may 
be accounted worthy toenter into the fame place of "reft and 
repofe, where he is gone, for whom only I grieve I do* | ot 
fear. From that contemplation muft come my, be * fupport. 
Good Doétor, you will think, as you have reafon, that, [, fet 
no bounds, when Ilet myfelf loofe to my complaints, but I 
will releafe you, firft fervently afking the continuance of anes 
prayers for 


Your infvitely afflided, “but very: faithful ag 
Woborne Abbey, 30 Sept. 1683, ..... R.. RUSSELL? 


In a letter to king Charles, her: lady hip exprefles her forrow 
at a report that the paper delivered ‘by lord Ruffel at his Geath 
to the theriff, was ‘not his own’; declaring the can’ ‘attéft,’ in 
the mot folemn ‘manner, that sduting» his imprifonment; - fhe 
had often heard him ‘difcourfe' of the matters contained 14 that 
paper, in the fame expreffions he thereid' feds “and that: others 
of the few relations who were. — to fee him" $m 3 ‘aver 
the fame faé. 

In the Introduétion to thefe abt feverat arguments are 
produced, vindicating the propriety of lord Ruflel’s ‘condua 
relative to the'charge of his intriguing with the court of Fraice, 
-which certainly have-great weight.” Phe author there obférves, 
that-confidering the fecret views: of ‘the Englith court’ at that 
time, were unfavourable both to. religious and civil liberty, lord 
Ruffel was fo far from being blameable in conferring’ with’ his 
friend and relation Rouvigny, though a French agent; # ™ 
.the-defign of counteratting the fchemes of adininift tion," 
it evidently demonftrated his lowe to his Sealer | 


——— 
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* A word torn off. 
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Effays contributing to the al obfervations ; 
and though we fincerely with him ak to te ee 
health and happinefs, we care not, how foon he be again taken’ 
if of Ag es (cribbling fit, as himfelf. facetioufly expreffes it... 

The firft Effay is of theory, which Dr. Armpftrong very juitly 
confiders as rather of prejudice than advantage to the practice 
of j hyfic, when,carried beyond certain, bounds. * To obfere 
difti ingly, fays he, with {affici nt attention and accuracy ;, and 
to'realon, judicioufly from obfen ervation,is as much as the hu- 
man ‘faculties fhould ever afpire at in the fcience of medicine.’ 

Second Effay treats of, the inftruments of phyfic. The 
author there obferves that, ‘there are many. teafons for {up- 
poling the molt violent cathartics and emetics, and even fome 

poifons, i, {mall dofes, the beft. alteratives: anc as. the 
number of thefe is not extraordinar he thinks. they are more 
| naturally. objects of experiment. A the infinite variety of 
efculent herbs. 

The thitd, fourth, and fifth Effays are refpedively employed 
on fevers, a few capital remedies in fevers, and on bleeding. 
With regard | to bleeding the door informs us, that, contrary 
to the epinion of Boerhaave, who confidered venzfeQion as of 
no advantage for preventing fuppuration in a pleurify after the 
tourtheday; he (otir author) ventbred at once to draw off’ tén 
or twelve ounces of blood the very firft time he faw the difeafe, 
though ‘the patient, a ftrong labouring} man, ‘in the vigour 
of «life, was then in the ‘fifth day of the plearify. The eva- 
cuation had fo good an effet, that he repeated ‘it occafionally 
till all the fymptoms of the difeafe difappeared ; and the patient 
-was {oon reftored to perfe& Health! 

Dr. Armftrong concludes, that as far as. he has obferved, 
bliftering. is of very little ufe'by way of ftimulus to the cir- 
culation in low fevers, even when attended with nervous fymp- 
toms, Where generally the moft is expeéted from it. He tells 
us, that.in fevers of that. fart,. he has many times found very 
happy ¢ffe&s- from -hathing the feet in hot water, and after- — 
wards fomenting them with -hot wine; or '{pirit-of wine.’ He 
dedlares himélf in favour of thé propricty of making expe- 
siments on the effeds of bathing 4 an fevers; and alfo of pru- 
-dently indulging febrile patients in their longings for any par- 
ticular fort of food, which he confiders as indications of a fa- 
lutaty tendency. 


6 | ‘The 


17. ae affords us pleafure | to te ingeniois author of thefe 
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The following are the fubjeés of the seaning ‘Effays © 
which we have not: fpecified ; vie. Bliftering; OfiCordials tin 
Fevers, Of Ventilation and Frefhy ah in rene Ria ca: in 
Fevers, Of Longings i in Fevers, Sp ae Thone! out 
atid. Rheumatifat. © The e Effays ing enera : 
obfervations they conta n Br of judi ous, *a 
founded oni ‘teafow,” °) 2 pies ° 

In thé’ ‘Taft’ Eitiy, ‘Dr. Actittahy ti aries 


ticulars relative to his, hiftory as a phyficia 





Bt tw 






In the former of théfe ' capacities, he’ has, b 3, 1 ue 
men of ‘eminence, experienced the’ sain Pu and | malignant 
infinwations of the invidious part of his profe aad : 


peng “his “charater’ ‘as ‘an’ aathor, “he compla i baring. 1 
fuffered* from ‘the atimerited  feverity ‘of avis . 
own part, we ingenuoufly declare, that we sate ‘eta 
! opinion of Dr, Atmitrong’s knowledge as a phyfician, and of 
his genius as a poets and if ever any of his i.e dréw from 
us a ftri@ure unfavourable to his literary 'famé, it" Foteéded 
from no other motive than the defire of impartially d ingujths | 
ing the éxceptionable parts of his produ@ions from thole | 
which were entitled to applaufe. The molt of human 
nature will plead in extenuation of the blemithes if authors. of’ 
acknowledged merit ; and the> approbation’ of” crivietfn can 
never Be more honourable than when accompanied with fuck’ 
freedom of cenfare as teftifles a fcorn of adulation Lo} thof¢ 
who beftow it. 
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FOREIGN LITERARY IN FHL LICH CE. 
Lettres Edifiantes et Gurieufes écrites des Miffans, Etrangéres, 
marion esa Miffonnaires de la Compagnie de Jelus, XXLXme, Rea 


1 vol. 12m0, Paris. 


HIS wellknown work thay perhaps Be confidered as.0 of , th 
moft folid and cotlfpicueas effects rbddted BY An a of 1 

fions ‘into foreign parts. Its continuation * had Yate 
feveral years, and is now revived withthe prefent voluttie : inehiehy: 
among féveral repetitions of things Jong be fap Anawns iomerines 
with many curious, inftructive, often eee 
very furprizing accouiits of thofe remote te gon ande eit inhiabi- 
tants. The folléwing paffage, ‘for: exame ale; fei 

Father Horta, ati TralianJefait, dated Topas simoerh ee ee ny hah 
' Their entertainments are EP i “ih 
exhibitions, performed by. young_actors t 

of age. T Sep mae of thele children is wh hat A ie eat 
they know by heart forty or fifty comedies, t the f of of which ge 
nantly lafts five hours. They carry: bpd shes Ga: 
them: and when called uponyipne(ent the s@lume <b pero plays, as. 
foon as any comedy is chofen, they inftantly exhibit it without any 
further preparation or rehearfal,’ 
Vou, XXXV. May, 1773. Ce . Forty 
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Forty or fifty long comedies, got by heart in fuch perfeQion, ae 
fo early anage, by fo many ftrolling companies, appears to us in> 
deed not only furprizing, but an amazing phenomenon. We even 
doubt whether one fingle fimilar company of children could be 
colleéted from all the regions of the Weftern world. 

*, We therefore congratulate the reverend miffionary on his dif- 
covery of this race of intellectual giants in Tunquin; but would. 
by all means advife his publither very attentively to compare all 
the circumftances with all bis expreflions, in acquitting himfelf of 
his tafk ;. left, whilé the reverend fathers are endeavouring by 
their fermons, &c. to plant the Catholic faith in the Indies, their 
epiftles might’ unfortunately create hiftorical fcepticifms in. Eu- 


rope. : | : 

15. Anecdotes Arabes et Mufulmanes, depuis l’ An de.J. C. 6145. Epoque 

de! Etablifement du Mahometifme, en Arabie par le faux Pro- 

gree Mahomet, ju/qu'a l'extinétion totale du Califat en 1538. 1 vols 
vo. Paris, 

-. This bulky colleétion of Arabian and Mahometan anecdotes, ap- 

pears to be compiled from well known printed works; though its. 


writer never condefcendsto quote his vouchers, 
_Acomplete, wellauthenticated, and well written, hiftory. of Ma- 


homet and his fucceflors, drawn .up from original manufcript. 
fources, many of which are faid to be in the French king's library, 
is {till a great defideratum in hiftorical learning. 


16. Elimens d'Hifloire Générale. Prémiere Partie. Hiftoire Ancienne. 
Par M.P Abbé Millot, des Académies de Lyon et de Nancy. 4 vols. 
samo, Paris. * 
The beginning of avery ufeful work, digefted with judgment,. 
and written with fpirit, tafte, and elegance. 


17. Hifloire de la Maifcn de Boyrbon. Par M. Deformeaux, Hi/- 
toriographe de la Maifon de Bourbon, &c. 4to. (with fine Platesy. 
Ghd elegant Decorations) Paris. 

This genealogical hiftory of the houfe of Bourbon treats of an 
important fubject ; but appears upon the whole, better printed than 
written. 

38. Effai de Phyfique fur le Syftéme du Mende. Par P. B. Dethayes,. 

Do&eur en Médécine. 120. Paris. 

_ This writer: proves himfelf_one of the mott venturous world: 
builders and book-makers that ever came to our knowledge; for: 
without confulting either nature. by experiment, or reafon by re- 
flexion, he frames a fyftem of general phyfics with as much eale and 
éxpedition, as children build a houfe with cards; and appears to be. 
as little concerned for its folidity Gr duration. 

* The fyftem, I propofe,. fays he, is, if you will, a dream: I will 
therefore {peak in it with as ea an authority as ina dream.” An 
ingenuous declaration, dufictent to lull-his readers afleep, and to- 
preclude all criticifin, 
urge Le Nature dévoilée, ou Théorie dela Nature, dans laquelle on démone 
: “tre par une Anal; je exa&e ae fes Operations, Comment et déquoi toutes 
-chofes prennent naiffance, comment elles fe comvertifent, fe détruifent, 

~ Se réduifent de nouveau en tcur bfence primordiale. 2 vels. 12mo. 

» Faris. 

Y Phe wnintelligihle reveries of fonie ardent, infatuated, delirious 

adept in alchemy. 


20. Le 
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46, Fo danas -Poéme a Six Chants; orné de Grawures, eee de 
Notes Hifloriques & Critiques, fuivi de Poifes, diverfes...\Par.M. te 
Chevalier de,Condray.,8ve,. Paris, «.. 9 oy * m | 
An agreeable production of candour, ingenuity; and humour. 
1. Méthode pour éhudier PHifibir’, avec un Catalogue det rincipau* 
Hiftoriens ; bag td de rémarqnes fir Ya bonté de “leurs'Odvragess 
et fur le Choi des meilledres Editions. Par M.T Abbé Lenglet Du- 
frenoy. Noiévelle Edition, révue, corrigée et confiderablement aug. 
mentée, Par M. Droutt, 'Bibliothécaire de Mefiturs ley Avocats. 
Paris. 15 vols. v2m0. arb sy noted es EY 
. This well known work has, by Mr. Drouwet, been fo confiderably 
improved, in every refpeét, that it may almoft be confidered ‘as @ 
hew performance. dbirtte seh eo 3 ded 
42. Avis aux Laboureurs dé Brefle fir la Culture’ dt Dini Par 84 de 
Borflat, Ecuyer, Stigneur dela Percufe. A Bourg ei Breffe. 8 0. 
A fhort, plain, judicious, and very ufeful publication, 
23. L’Empire de. Raflie, fon Origine, et fes Acéroifemens, Par Mi 
. d’Anville. remo... Pari. ons hee oman 
Delineated on the fameplan as the Furkifh empire,sandexecuted 
with equal precifion. HiNibag ngs 
24. Hiftoire des Philofophes ancient jx/¢n" 2 la Rénaifiancé des Littres; avec 
leur Portraits. Par M. Saverien. 5 vols. 12m. Paris, * 
The m&terials of this élegant and cmertaloing work are chiefly 
drawn from Diogenes Laértius. Mr. Saverien might ‘pérhaps have 
added to its merit, by inferting Lucretius, and difpofing the figures 
of this curious picture of human life and opinions in an order more 
confonant to chronology. It concludes with Armaldus de ‘Villw 
Nova. : 
25. Hiftoiré abtécte des Philofophes tt des Femmes célebres. Par IM. de 
Bury. 2 vols. ramo. Paris. © 
The defign of this performance is the mfruction of youths and, 
probably it was in order to enliven their entertainment, that M> 
de Bury has added the hiftory of ladies to’ that of philofophers, 
whom he traces'as far back as Adam. Nea 
26. Théorie et Pratique des Longitudes en Mer, publites paF Ordre du 
Roi; Svo. ~ Paris. ve , 
This ingenious work of M. de Charnieres coritainf¥-a complete 
defcription of the megameter, with figures and verifications; t 
notions of the fphere, of trigonometry, parailaxes and refractions 
neceflary for the underftanding and. applying the! diftances from the 
noon to the ftars, to the inveftigation of longitudes; and concludes 
with many necéflary and ufeful tables. , genic 
It has met with the warmeft approbaticn of the French Academy 
of Scienc¢s, as being an accurate and complete performance. 


27. Traité de Plutarque fer Ja Maniére de difcerner un Flatieur davee, 
un Ams; et le Banquet des Sept Sages, Dialogue du méme Auteyts: 
révu et corrigé fur des Manufcrits de la Bibliothéque du Rois, avec. 
une Verfion.Frangoife et des Notes. Par M.\a Porte du Theil, de’ 
F Académie des Fnferiptions et Belles Lettres, Paris. S00. 7 
We mean not to depreciate the merits of any alcient or modern’ 

guide through the journey of ‘life, by obferving’ thar few have 

gained and preferved fo general and fo fincere an efteem and affeétion’ 
as that very fenfible and good natured old father, Piutarch.- For 
Ceca nearly 
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nearly fixteen hundred years he has beet talking over a variety of 

topics to moft men of ienfe of all polite nations; and while ther& 
et remains any love.of truth, of candour, and virtue among mian- 

Kind, he will ever be liftened to with unwearied attention. 

It is with peculiar pleafure we have lately heard him, through 
M. du Theil’s means, faithfully deliver in pure French bis method 
of difcerning a flatterer from a friend, and invite the modern beau 
monde to the banquet of the feven wife men of antiquity. Few 
voluptuaries of the Savoir Viwre Clubs we fuppofe, will decline. his 
invitations, An_entertainment 4 la Grecque, promifes fome no- 
velty; anda refined tafte will hardly think it inferior to that at a 
mafquerade, or + turtle feaft, . 

23. Filofefia Frankliniana Delle Punte preferwatrici dal Fulmine, par 
ticolarmente applicata aHe Polweriere, alle navi la San&ta Barbara 
in Mare; Difertazione de P. Giambattifta Toderini, della Com- 
pagnia di Geiu. Letia in una ddunanza accademica degh Foneutici 
nel Palate del Sig. Uénte Piazza in Fork’, anno 1770. -4t Mo- 
dena. 4/0. 

A multitude of difafters annually caufed by lightning in the warmt 
climate of Italy, and efpecially that dreadful one which fome years 
ago befel the city of Brefcia, by the éxplofion of a powder-ma- 

azine, determined the rev. father Toderini to apply Dr: Frank- 
fin’s electrical experiments to the purpofe of fecuring for the future 
his country: from fimilar accidents, and to. propole feveral other ju- 
dicious expedients for the prefervation of houses, thips, and lives. 

His. diflestation. has been ram applauded in Italy, and highly 

approved by the king of Pruffia, to whom, it has. been pre- 

ented, 





MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 


Poon tT re AL. 


29, Obfervations ona Late Publication entitled, “ Mimsirs. of 
Great Britain,.éy Sir john Dalrymple,” ix which fome Errors, 
Mifreprifentations, aud the Difign of that Cumpiler end bis.Afo- 
ciatis are detefied. ato. 25. -Almon.__, ‘i : 

HE moft effential obfervations produced by this writer are 
i of the fame nature with what we urged in our preceding 

Rewiew, relative to the tranfaétion of bribery mentioned in Ba- 

rillon’s letters. We admit the validity of the obfervator’s. re- 

marks, fo far as they regard the exculpation of lord Ruffel and 

Algernon Sidney, but we cannot “help” expreffing our warmeft 

difapprobation at the petulant ftrain of invective and acrimony 

with whith he has treatéd the aathor of the Memoirs. It is 
more confiftent with the candour becoming an inquirer after 
truth, as Well as more honourable for the memory of the cele- 
brated: patriots abovementioned, to defend their reparation by 
fait arid ‘iberal “‘argunients, “than by infinoations ‘injurious 10 
the credit or difintereftednefs of the perfon, by whom, in 
the courfe of ‘hifterical refearches, the ¢harge diftovered 
againft them is exhibiréd to the public in the terms in which it 
was found, Sir John Dalrymple’s veracity has no connexion 
with. 
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with either the truth or falfehood of Barillon’s reprefentation ; 
and whatever we determine refpecting the evidence ‘of the Jat” 
ter, the charatter of the former ought to ‘remain totally unaf- 
feéted and inviolate. 


30. An Examination inte the Nature and Seiden of ‘the Charges 
brought againft lord William Ruffel aad.Algernon Sidney, 4y 
Sir John Dalrymple, Bart. in dis Memeirnef- Grea :Dabeainy 
By Jofeph Towers. Bus. 1s, Towerss ~ 
The ftrongeft arguments contained i in Sis bet thy like» 

wife thofe on which, in our review, of, Si ee hepa’ $ 

Memoirs, we reited the exculpation of Lord Gust Alger 

non Sidney. The author, however, through exce zeal 1 " 

their defence, endeavours.to repel the had by, nina 
fideratipns, which neither operate in favour.of the pert 
reputation he vindicates, nor are admiflible in an impart aee- 
guiry. ; 

31. A fhort Introduion to an Inquiry into the préjent Stati ler the 
Bodies elective of the People’s Part f tb: Legif ts 4to. 6a. 
Evans. < ‘3 
The intention of this piece is to hhew, that though by. the 

conftitution of our government the free election:of ‘ members of 

the hoaft of commons is the effential right and privilege of the 
people, yet it is in many cales determined by the undue’ influ- 
ence Of an individwal ; and that till this praétice be’ abolifhed, 

no important benefit can refult to the people | from their Fepre= 
fentation in parliament. sae ck 


32. Debatesand Proceedings of the Britith Houle of Commons, from 
1761 101772. 4 Vols. Svo, 11.18, boards, Almon. 

Accefs to the houfe of commons is of late become fo difficult, 
that fititious {peeches attributed to the members may be im- 
pofed upon the public as _geayine. As far as we can judge, 
however, of the debates in this colleftion, they appear not to 
be void of authenticity ; at leaft they ate not fervilély copied 
from thofe which have been publithed in the News-papers. | ~ 


33- An Effay on the Cau/es of the prefent bigh Price of Provifont, 
as couneBed with Luxury, Currency, Taxes, and National Dib. 
Sve. 15.64. Dilly, 

So many different opinions have been publithed on this fub- 
ject, that cill each of them is canyaffed by fuch fatisfadtory evi- 
dence as the parliament only can obtain, it would be fuperfluous 
to enter upon an examination of the caufes alledged by this 
author., ThatJuxury operates in a great degree, yeahel, ap- 
pears tobe inconteitible, | : 

34: 4 Drapier’s Addrefs on the Caufie of the prefans Diaracfi of 
Provifions. 8 v0. 64) pa Sof 

One would think that the writer. of this. paper was utterly un- 
acquainted with every thing that had been {aid and written on. his 
fubject befose he undertook to enlighten its not a fyllable is 
Cc 3 here 
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here. to be found but what has been twenty times repeated,. 
Large farms and inclofures are formally handed to the reader ag 
accafioning the high prices; and in a frie and manner as:if nq 
mortal before had fuppofed the fame thing: nor does he fpeak 
of inclofares in general, but thofe of waftes and heaths, 
At p. 22, ‘he’ gives us the hiftory of the bounty, by affuring his 
feaders that it originated in 14752, from three Norfoik lords ; 
ahd ‘that it was four “fhillings a quarter for wheat. At p..39, 
he tells us, o@r importation of oats from Holland is owing to 
the foil of that‘country being peculiarly adapted to that fort of 
grain ; is this author to be told that Holland grows none! and ° 
that the foil ‘is peculiarly adapted to nothing but what it is pe- 
culiarly applied to, ‘viz. grafs? 

We difapprove of the intelligence given to the houfe of ccm- 
mons by Meff, Smyth and Farrow, as muchas our quthor caa 
d6, being convinced- it was a ftring of -abfurdities; but we 
found ogr opinion on circumftances effentially different. Ina 
word, we do--net remember to have read a weaker, or a more 
vninformed production than this, which ought to have appear- 
ed at the beginning of the. feflions, inflead of the end of it. 


35: A Plain Fawour of the Shipwrights belonging to the Royal 
Dock Yards, humbly cffering Reafons to the Public for an Addi- 
tion to thir Pay: with a Method to effc& it. Sve. 6d. Crowder, 


The author of this plea lays before the public the neceffitous 
fituation of the fhipwrights ; offering likewife flrong argumentg 
why they ouglit to be relieved, and pointing out a method for 
that puroofe. On this fubje& we can only exprefs a defire, that 
the legiflature fhould find it coavenient to alleviate the diftreffes 
of fuch ufeful members of the community. 


36. The State of Chimney-Suecpers young Apprentices. By J. Han- 
way, Eg. 12m0. 6d. Wilkie. 


This pamphlet difcovers the feelings of a heart ftrongly a&u- 
ated by the principles of humanity and difinterefted henee 
yolence. There'is certainly no clafs of human. beings in thefe 
kingdoms, whofe wretched fituation claims fo much the atten- 
tion of the public as that of the chimney-fweepers apprentices. 
Though ufeful members of the community they are excluded 
from the enjoyment of almoft every comfort of life; and what 
is yet more lamentable, are fuffered to.exift mm total ignorance 
bf the duties, of religion. In hort, the melancholy ftace of 
thefe boys, in every circumftance, is futh as difgraces the hu- 
manity of the nation, and calls aloud for the interpofition of a 
thofe who can be moved with the fupreme diftrefs of fo unfortu- . 
nate a part of the race of mankind. ‘The defign of Mr. Han- 
way. by the prefent.pamphiet, is to promote a {cheme for sclieve 
ing thefe diftrefled objects; and it gives us great pleafure to 
find, that feveral gentlemen have already formed themfelves 


_. Into a committee for the purpofe. The day of meeting of this 





committee is Thuriday morning at eleven.o’clock, at John’s - 
Coffee- 
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Coffee-houfe, near the Royal-Exchange. . Sub/criptions are re- 
‘ceived by Meff. Drummonds, Charing-crofs; Hart and Co, 
Pall-Mall; Hoare’s and Co. Fleetftreet ; Sir Charles Afgill and 
Co. Lombard-ftreet.; John Thornton, Efq. Church-alley, Loth- 
bury ; the rev. Mr. Burrows, Great Ruffel-ftreet, Bloomibury 5 
and J. Hanway,efg. Red Lyon Square, Holborn, who, we pre- 

fume, is the author of this laudable defign, L, teats a 

NATURAL HIST OR’Y... 

37. Obfervations upon Lightning, and the Method of fecuring Build- 
ings from its Effe@s, ina Leteer ‘to Sir Charles Frederick; Ge. 
&-. Fe By B. Wilfon, F RS. and Ac. Reg.’ Up. Soe. and 
others. 4to. 25.6d. 1. Davis. — 

' This letter was written in confequence of a difference in opi- 
nion among the members of a committee appointed’ at the 14 
ftance of the Board of Ordnunce, to contrive the’ beft’ method 
of fecuring his majefty’s magazines of gunpowder at Purfleet 


from accidents by lightning. The fubje&t of controverfy was;. 


whether the metal propofed for conduétors’ to ‘thofe buildings, 
fhould be pointed at the top or not. ‘It feems to ‘be fully afcer- 
tained by Mr. Wilfon'and others, that the conduttors’ ought 
not to be pointed ; and for this opinion feveral reafons. are pro- 
duced. It may be fufficient to inform our readers. that thefe 
gentlemen confider the pointing of metal as a practice tending 
to folicit the lightning, and that it not only contributes to ins 
creafe the quantity of every actual difcharge, but alfo frequent- 
ly occafions a difcharge where it might not otherwife have hap- 

ened. : . 
Y 38. Genera of Birds. 8vo. 25. /-wed. .. White. 

This learned and ingenious naturalift prefents .us with an ac- 
curate defcription of ninety-three different genera of birds, ar- 
ranged chiefly according to the fyftem of Linneus. «The trea- 
tife is introduced with a Preface, in which an=ac¢ount is deli- 
vered of the various external parts of birds, their flight, nup- 
tials, nidification, and eggs. Mr. Pennant’s’ deferiptions: are’ 
concife and juft, and his method of arrangement ‘may be confi- 
dered as an improvement in the fcience of ornithology. 


M ED IC. A‘*L. 
39: 4 new Diffirtation on Confumprions. With a rational and 
pra&ical Method of Cure propofed. Sve. 15. Chandler, 

A futile, ufelefs, and defpicable pamphlet, in which nothing 
cy be difcovered but the ignorance and affettation of the com- 
er. ' 
40 4 Difeription of the human Eye, and its arjacent Parts; tte 

gether avith their principal D Jeafe:, and the Mechods propojca 
for relieving them.’ By jofeph Warner, F:R. Ss. Sve. 25. 62. 
L. Davis. | , 
The fubje@ “oF this treatife is difcuffed in a plain, judicious, 
and inftructive manner, calculated for the improvement. of 
young phyficians and furgeons.” Min Warhér’ wertes from his 
Cc4 own 


i’, 
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own obfervation, which appears to be extenfive ; and he hag 
here recommended the occafional ufe of two initruments for the 
more fafe and eafy extraction of the cataraa&. 


SO FT RY. 


41. The Monument in Arcadia: a Dramatic Poem, in Two AG, 
By George Keate, Eg. 4te. °2s Dodfley. 

The abbé Du Bos, in his Critical Refle&lions on Poetry and 
Painting, mentions with great encomipm a picture of Pouflin, 
wherein are reprefented fome Arcadian fhepherds and fhep- 
herdefles, who contemplate a monoment, on which they read 
this infcription, gr 3N: aRcaDIA EGO, ‘* 1 top was an Are ~ 
cadian.” : 

The piece before us is formed on the fubje&t of Pouffin’s pic- 
ture.—Doraftus, a rich fhepherd of Arcadia, has an only 
davghter, named Euphemia, who is carried away captive to 
Sparta. After many ineffectual attempts to difcover and re- 
triéve‘her, he retires into a hermitage, where he fpends his days 
in’ philofdphical retirement, fometimes diverting his melancholy 
by ftrewing flowers round a monument and a ftatue, which he 
had erected to.the memory of his daughter, fuppofing her to be 
dead. 

_ Euphemia’s..happy. return, after fifteen years abfence, is the 
fubject of. this,dramatic poem. .The moral which it conveys is 
a reliance on Providence. . This is prettily .exprefled in the 
epilogue. 
‘ Mortals, who this drama view, 
_ Own you not its moral true ?— 
Virtuous minds fhould ng‘er defpgir ; 
“They are Heav’n’s peculiar-care, 
Who teaches fuff'ring man to know 
Hope's the counte: poife of woe. 
‘ Butif Hope untlicens'd reigns, 
Wildly feeks ideal plains, _ 
Pictures joys it ne‘er can. meet, 
Paths ne'er trod by human feet ; 
Then, ah! then expect to find 
Arcadia’s only in the mind.’ 
This piece, as the author himfelf qbferves, is* probably of too 
ferious a caft for public reprefentation: but it is one of thofe 
rodutions which cannot fail of giving pleafure to a reader of 
tafte and fenfibility. 
42. Poems. By J]. C. late of Trinity-Hall, Cambridge. 8vo, 
ts. Kearfley. . 

This publication contains the following pieces, viz. The 
Profpe& of Ruin, a Satire, Zara to Sydney, Abelard to Eloifa, 
The ideas of Happinefs imaginary, a Satire, Phedra to Hippo- 
Jitus, tranflated from Ovid. 4 na 

Abelard writes to Eloifa in the following ftrains 
‘ Too late I view the horror of my crime; 

Now torture clofes a celeftial time, 
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Yet when I heard the favage, ftern decree, 
*T was trifling pain to what I felt for thee. 
But horror, horror! See my Eloife led, 
Drooping, fupported, pale, and almoft dead. 

Thole charms are fled that wanton’d im her face, 

Thofe beauties die, that prided in their places.»0\/ 
Bleeding I lay—the ftarts, and gaz’d, around, ) .{ 

Then fainting. fell_upon lei cach, pec Or s8dg st" 
No kind affiftance finds my fhrieks, my cries, 

To evry thriek, ah anfwering fhriek re SR tee 
My plaintiveeyes to heav'n F raife in vainy °° 8S 
My pray’rs but prove as fruitlefs as‘ my pain.” © 89) 21°" 
* Thereas I lay, all languid on the ftones, 909". a3 


An image that humanity difowns, * oaths 
Yet unconcern’d, th’ aflaffins (mile aroundy}5* s.0i¢ of T 
My blood ftill flowiug on the bluthing ground s) ...¢7— 34» 
There too, my Eloife was lifelefslaidy. = «0.4 sa. he oh 


A f{cene to melt barbarity difplay'd.”” ee ee 
The circumftance.to which Abelard here alludes, if introdeced 
at all, fhould be mentioned with the utmof delicacy... Litde 
can be @id in behalf of this writer’s fentiments or\poetsy.../: , - 
43: Tbe Rape of Pomona. An: Eleviae Epiftle; from the Waiter 
at Hockrel, to the bon. Mr. L—tt—n. 40. 15. Bladoni?* 
This ‘poem, we are informed in an advertifement, ‘is faid to 
be the production of a Cambridge ‘ftudent, who had dif; 
himfelf as'a waiter, and hired at an inn at Hockrel, from pure 
love of his dear Sally, the poetical Pomona, who ferved’ the 
guefts with fruit, The lover’s ftratagem, however, proved un- 
fuccefsful, for Pomona elopes with a more fortunate ipamorato. 
The epiftle had been more properly termed: fatirical-than ele- 
giac; appearing to be not fo much. the,effufion. of difappointed 
love, as of fpleen and refentment., Confidered in ithe latter 
view, it is not without a juft claim to. poetical merit ; and if the 
aathor has loft his miftrefs, the misfortune is. in> fome degree 
compenfated by the favour of the mufe, 0} 49D 
44. Six Pafforals. By P—N—. 8vo. 15. Allen. 
Could the amiable qualities of the heart alone entitle a writer 
to reputation ja poetry, the author of thefe Paftorals ‘would 
merit uncommor approbation ; but if they, cannotrbid defiance 
to criticifm, they ought at leaft to difarm it of poignancy, © > 
45- The Lowe of Order: a Poetical. Effay. Inibree Cantote gro: 
| 1s, 6d. Dodfley. f+yh nag og 
The author of this Effay deferibes the Love of Order chiefly 
as a principle of virtue regulating, every, flage of pe 
The poem in general, partakes of the-uniform tenor of the fub- 


ject, but is frequently enlivened by the agreeable) imagery in~ 

troduced into the illuftration. ) mont & B13 yelidi 
40. The Swedith Curate. By Mr. Jerningham. 4fo. ‘1s: ‘Robfon, 
Ever one who is acquainted with the revolutions of Sweden, 
knows that after the famous Goflavus Vafa had efcaped. “a 
‘ mallg- 
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maflacre at Stockholm, he went in difguife to. the province of 
Dalecarlia. In his journey thither he narrowly efcaped being 
betrayed, by the treachery of a gentleman at whofe houfe he 
was fecreted.; but being, by the affiflance of the miftrefs of the 
houfe, enabled to efcape, he wes concealed by a curate in his 
parifh church. Here the fcene of the poem before us opens, 
Guftavus and thé curate are introduced in the church at mid- 
night, the former animated with hopes of revenging the deaths 
of the Swedith nobility, and of fhaking off the yoke of flavery 
under which: his country laboured, the latter exhorting him to 
perfevere in -his defign. The curate’s charagter, as here drawn, 
is very amiable, and the fentiments of both the fpeakers are fuch 
as Englifhmen cannot fail of reading with fatisfaction. 

We perceive with pleafure, by this fpecimen,' that our author’s 
talents are not confined to tender fubje&s. 


47. The Tears of Cambria. A Poem. ° Inferibed to the honourable 
Society of Antient Britons. 4/0. 15.6¢. Kearfley. 
- "The genius of Wales is here reprefented as lamenting the in- 
dignity offered to the Antient Britons, in being refufed an au- 
dience at St. James’s on St. David’s day. We heartily fympa- 
thize with the difconfolate lady on the:mournful event, which 
it: muft ‘be. acknowledged the bewails in tolerably plaintive 
fisains ; but we cannot help feeling fome difguft at the uncom- 
mon length of her periods, and the want of divifions into pa- 
vagraphs.. Thefe circumftances afford ground to fufpe& that the 
‘Tears of poor Cambria proceed rather from the pungency of the 
leek than any heart-felt difafter. For were the really fo deeply 
affliéted as fhe pretends, the blubbering and fobbing, fo natural 
in fuch a fituation, ought certainly to have occafioned more fre- 
quent interruptions in her lamentation. 


48. The Pandemonium Ballot; or th> Leadenbeads at Loggerheads. 

In-Three Canio:. By Walter Wagftaff. 8vo. 25. . Griffin. 

A fatirical reprefentation, in Hudibraftic verfe, of the con- 
duét of certain dire€tors, refpecting the late intended meafure 
of fending fupervifors to the Eaft Indies; by a perfon who is no 
friend to the former chairman of the court. ; 


49. Good Friday, a Poem. to. 1s. Dodfley. 

This piece is faid to be the produStion of a clergyman lately 
deceafed, and to have been by him intended for the prefs. . The 
fubjeé&t is the crucifixion of Chrift. There is a.paraphrafe in 
it, extending to f/ty /ines, of our Saviour’s addrefs to his weep- 
ing followers, Luke xxii. 28. whichis a little unfuitable to the 
circomftances of the fpeaker. The poetry is tolerable. 


NOVELS. 

50. The Sentimental Spy: cr the Adveatures of a Feotman, 2 Vols. 
tzm0. 65. fued. Lowndes. 

If fuch books anfwer the ends of pubbication to the author 

and to the bookfeller, 

* These’s fii! encouragement for thofe who write.’ 
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gi. The Silf Deceived : on the Hiftory of Lord Byron. 2 Vols« 
. 1zmo. 6s. fewed. Bell. “ 
- This novel is of a different texture from the foregoing one, 
and manvfa¢tured ;in a much better manner. .Itis written 
in an eafy ftyle, and the title-page is ingenionfly enough con- 
trived so carry deubl, as the lord and the lady are both, in 
Gifferent, thapes, /e/f-deceiveds. po ge ly 
52. Woodbury: or the Memoirs of William Marchmont,. 4/4: 
and Mifs Wallbrook. 2 Vols 12mo. 63. fewed. Bell. . > 
This is one of the prettieft novels which we have lately 
feen ; the ftory is carried on in an interefting manner, and 
there is a general eafe in the ranguige —The parts which me- 
rit reprehenfion are few, compared with thofe which deferve 


approbation. — 
SD FV" eas 

53. An Addrefs to Deiffs. To. which are prefixed, Remarks on the 

Condu& of our modern Clergy. .8vo. 13. 6d. Reynel. : 
This writer dedicates his performance to the king ;"and in- 
forms him, that his obfervations in this pamphlet * may, pro- 
bably ccn/ound, if not totally deffrey deifm and infidelity.— 
With juft as much reafon he might affure his majefty, that, if 
he were appointed his generaliflimo, he would conquer all Eu- 
rope with an army of frogs and mice. 


54° Meditations. in the Scafons Spring, Summer, duu, and 
Winter. . By the rew. Robert Prefton, M. A. Sve. 2s. Dilly. 


A pious produétion, fcarcely illuminated by one ray of génius, 


55. Letters to Soame Jenyns, E/g. occafioned by bis Free Enquiry 
into the Nature and Origin of Evil. Yo which are addded, 
Three Difcourfis. By the rev. R. Shepherd, B. D. 2d. Edit. 
Bevo. 3x. Flexney. ; 
‘Thefe letters are mentioned in our Review for July, 1768 

This edition is improved by fome corrections and additions. 


56. A new and faithful Tranflation of Letters from Mr. L’ Abbé 
* * *, Hebrew Proftfor in the Univerfity of *,* *... To the 
rev. Dr. Benjamin Kennicott. With an introductory Preface, 
in’ Anfwer to a late Pamphlet publifhed with a View to vindicate 
Dr. Kennicott fr a the Arguments and Fads allidged againft bim 
in the French Letvers. And an Appendix, containing /ome foort 
Remarks on Dr. Kenhicowt’s Propofals for printing by Subjcrip- 
tion a new Edition of tbe Hebrew Bible. Without the lmpri- 
mature of F. T. A. Ricchint, or the Recommendation of Arch. 
bifoop Aflemani. 8vo. 25.642. Robinfon. 7 
This appears to be a work. of confiderable learning, and a 

fevere atiack upon Dr. Kennicott. A tranQation. of it was printed 

the Jaft year, and is mentioned in the XX Xi Vth vol. of our Re- 
view, p. 152, This edition is in many re(peéts fupesior to the 
former. 
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CONTROVERSIAL. 


57- Curfory Obfervations qn a Pam blet entitled, * An Addrefs to 
the Clergy of the Church of England in particular, and to all 
Chriflians in general. By Francis Wollatton, LL.B. F.R.S, 
Refor of Chiitlehurt zx Kent,’ By @ Layman. $8vo, 64. - 
Robinfon. 

Some of the moft rational and judicious authors have al- 
lowed, that the: litargy of the church of ‘England, like every 
other human,compofition, is capable of improvement. But this 
writer withes, that it may bs tranfmitted to the lateft pofterity 
*.in its prefint perfection.’ —His attack upon Mr. Woolafton is il- 
liberal, as the reader may perceive by one of his. ftriures, 
Mr, Woolafton obferves, thatit is not.any authority of our go. 
verniors that is now called in queftion, but fome abftrufe, and 
perhaps annecefary do&rines in:our articles, gnd fome few paf- 
jages in ourditurgy ; and, above all, the form of. fub{cribing 
both, that are objected again. Upon this the layman, whofe 

cfermance we have now before us, makes the following remark, 

¢ Why will not the gentleman fpeak ont? realiy he mumbles © 
like a certain animal when he has ge thiftles in his mouth ; 
furely fomething pricks him,. It would. have been bat civil in 
him to have mentioned, for our information, what thele * per- 
haps unneceflaty do€trines’ a¢; and indeed I think he thould 
have done it for bis own fake; for people are much divided in 
their opinions on that head; and fome, of a very liberal tarn 
of ‘mind, think the Being of a God, an abfra/t una ceffary doc- 
trine, which ought not tp be sufjled upon; and, as he is fo ex- 
tremely fhy of pointing out what he reckons fuch, be may be 
fufpefied as being of the fame opinion, As to the firm ‘of fub- 
icribing, 1 fuppoie the objection can only lie again the word 
unfeigned; and if that might be changed into fiigned, I appre- 
hend he. would be perfectly {atisfied ; as another gentleman faid 
he fhould be, if his modeft propofal was agreed to; which was 
nothing more than to make an —s fmall amendment in 
the Commandments and Belief; only juft to tranfpofe the mi- 
nuté particle mt from the negutiveprecepts in the decalogue, and 
fet it after I dbekeve in the Creed.’ 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


8. An Addrefs to the Public, relative to the propofid Hiffory of - 
; Chefhire: 4/0.  Bathurft. nis cha BA 

In reviewing “* A Sketch of the Materials for a new Hiftory 
of Chefhire” *, we obferyed, that the author had colleéted great 
jnformation on the fubje&, bat were doubtful, from the ex- 
pence of the work, whether it ever would be carried into ex- 
ecution. We likewife intimated our opinion that it ought to 
be condu&ed upon a plan more generally interefting than what 
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apparently he propofed to adopt. From the Addrefs before us, 
however, which, as well as the Sketch, is the production of Dr, 
Gower at Chelmsford, we have now the pleafure to find, that ic 
is the author’s intention to condué this great intended work on, 
a more liberal and extenfive plan than we formerly apprehended ; 
and alfo that the doubts we entertained refpecting its completion 
are likely to be diffipated. Dr. Gower very juftly obférves, that 
it is impoffible to form any probable, till Jefs any exact efti- 
mate, either of the fize or expence of ‘this’ invportaut under- 
taking. It is apprehended, however, that three'volumes:in folio: 
will be barely fufficient to comprife all the -interefling, parti-. . 
culars; and with refpe& to the expence, fome idem may.be 
formed from the multiplicity of materials, which confitsof éopies 
of records in public. offices, of manafcripts in ‘private of Bes 
neral . repofitories, and of drawings and engravings. ‘The - 
charge, we believe, ata moderate compofition, is eftimated at; 
four thoufand guineas, which it is propofed to defray by fub-: 
{cription. We cannot avoid expreffing the great fatisfadtion we 
receive from the profpect of a competent: fum being’ raifed for, 
fo laudable a purpofe, not only through the bounty of thofe 
who are actuated by a pgovincial attachment to Chefhire, but 
likewife through the encouragement of fuch. as: patronifeithe 
work from a regard to the intereft of learning, The: lan ipros 
pofed by Dr. Gower for conducting this’ intended hiftory is‘fo 
extenfive, andincludes fuch a variety of fubjeés, ‘that the wore’ 
cannot fajl-of gratifying the curiolity of the moft:inquifitive;: 
and we have only: to'with that it maybe a plithed’ by Dr. 
Gower himfelf, who has difcovered fach extraordi ao tate. 
in colleéting materials. and whofe difintereftedgeal-iw.the sproe 
fecution of it does'the higheft honour,to his liberatitys. -— 604.0) 
. Animadverfions ow the Ufe of Broad Wheel; By FHPaeob. 
Ks ca | 4lo. 15. bz Dilly, is . : A od 1% : 
Mr. Jacob has, here examined the point of the. eisai of 
waggon-wheels,, relative to the prefervation of the public’ 
roads. The pamphlet abounds with: feveral fenfible. obfervae 
tions. Thé great point, it labours to. prove is, that, whatever. 
breadth you allow the wheels, the weight. of the.load.is what 
will decide the mifchief to the roads; and he thinks the 
effe& will be much the fame whether the ‘car‘idge moves on 
wheels or even, on rollers; he therefore. recommends » to legif- 
lature to limit carriages to certain weights, and to induce. the 
matters of them, if pofible, to divide their teams, which he. 
thinks would be of as much antility to their profit as to, the 
roads. aes ae 
He remarks, ‘ the pebbles, &c. generally ufed for repair- 
ipg the.roads are brittle, and are at once broken to pieces,. by 
4 tingle blow, or cruthed by a weight of a certain determinate. 
force, although they might neverthelefs have fuftained ten thou- 
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fand blows, or ten thoufand times borne a-weight of véry littié 
lefs force unbroken. Nor might they be a jot more liable to 
break after having withftood ten thoufand fhocks of confider- 
able violence, though they might fly to pieces with the very 
next df a fmall additional weight.” In another place he fays, 
e€ Nothing is more certain than that two waggons built for car- 
rying each a load under three ton, would be each drawn by four 
horfes, two a breaft, mach fafter ‘and with more eafe than one’ 
waggon, Carrying fix ton, would be drawn by ten or even twelve’ 
Horfes. But then, it will be faid there is the expence of two’ 
earriages inftead of one. There is fo; but this expence is by 
no means ‘double ; again, the two carrving lefs weight will be 
lefs fubje&t to wear and tear than the one ; the conveyance will 
be quicker and confequently ‘more’ profitable.” 

Mr. Jacob propofes that no waggon fhould’ have Jefs than @ 
f% inch wheel, nor to Toad ‘more than three ton. No cart lefs 
than’ a fix ‘inch wheel, nof'ldad more than one ton and a half, 
No wagyon to have more than four horfes abréaft, nor a cart 
than two abreaft, or three atlength. Coach and chaife wheels 
three inches, weight two ton. | art 

“Upon the whole, this performance, though it is by no means. 
free from objections, yet contains many fenfible remarks, which’ 
might be of ufe, if duly confidered. 7 wae 


Go, A Letter to the honourable and right reverend Shute Barring- 
ton, Lord Bijbop of Landaft... By Richard. Edwards, Cleréz 
Jnferibed to john Hanbury, E/g.: Member of Parliament for the 
Gouny of Monmouth.» 4/o.: 4s. Swans: > 


A.Letter to John Hanbery, efq. member of parliament fo} 
the county of Monmouth was’ publifhed the ‘laff year by’ Mr. 
Edwarts *. In. that lettenand in. the. prefent he reprefents the 
hardfhips he has fuftained, in confequence of having voted, ac- 
cording to his confcience, im favour of his particular friend, 


61. The Memoirs of Jonathan Splithig : or the Bankrupt turned 
Squires . 8v0..15. Allen. 


The hero of thefe Memoirs is the fon of am induftrious and’ 
wealthy citizen, by whom he had been left a handfome patri- 
mony, of which, upon entering into the fafhionable modes of 
diffipation,. he is foon entirely divefted by fharpers, and reduced: 
to bankruptcy. The ftory is related in a natural manner, and’ 
affords an ufeful example of ‘the pernicioas confequences of exe 
travapance and folly. ‘ ‘ 


62. An Anelsfis of the French Orthography. By the Chevalier dé 
_, Sanfeuil. 2 Vols. 12me. .7s. Dilly. 

Though in thefe volumes the. Chevalier.de Saufeuil indulges: 
himfelf in an extravaganceiof fancy anfuitadle, to grammatical 
fabjects, he compenfates for this fault by a.variety of ingerfious: 
remarks on the conftruction of the French language-- 


63. Ue 





. v4 Crit. Rev, for Augult, 1772. 

















‘Monrtaty.Cwralt oot z. Sy 
63. Ufful, » DireGions for. Stamen, who ufe Hadley’s - 
2 a 8vo. 2s. Richardfon exd Urquhart. ase 
The infufficiency of other writers is generally pleaded in © 
cufe for offering to the public a new work upon the fame fub- 
je&t; this indeed makes no part of our aathor’s apology for 
publifhing the pamphlet now before us, wherein he affures his 
readers, that the ntility of Hadley’s quadrant with refed ‘to 
navigation, and his own experience in the management of th 


inftrament in taking’ obfervations, were the agwlty ginivce 
which gave rife to its appearance. * ‘The whole book (he fays) 
is wrote in fuch Words as are eafily uhderftood by any common 
capacity. The chief reafon for putting ovt this book was, tp 
try to make that knowledge, wilh “the ‘Almighty has bleft 
me with, ufefal to. fomebody ; for I.am very fure, it. is fue 
knowledge as many feamen would be glai to have. If thena- 
vigator carefully reads the book throughout, he will be’ fure of 
finding ufefal things which are not mentioned in any book of 
inftructions put into a quadrant box. When he finds more 
words ufed than he thinks enough to fhew.the meaning of what 
is there talked about, | beg he will Kindly forgive me ; becaufe 
I heartily with to be well underflood by,every feaman who 
does ufe a quadrant, or is defirous of doing fo; and therelare 
many men of this fort who love to have things made as eafy to 
them as poflible.’ i 

With regard to the work itfelf we find few articles in’ this a¢- 
count of *“Hadley’s quadrant that have not been repeatedly de- 
feribed by other writers; we muft, However, in jafficée to the 
author, acknowledge that his illuftration of the mettiod for fib- 
dividing the degrees upon the arch of the quadrant, by means 
ef the nonius or. vernier is extremely explicit; this’ device, 
which is frequently called by the former of thele names; sas 
really the invention of one Peter Vernier, a’ genthman of 
Franche Compte, and defcribed by him-in the French: tongue, 
in a treatife on a new quadrant, publifhed at Braffelsanno' 1631. 
The principle on which Peter Vernier founded his divifion is,. 
that in two equal lines or arches, each confifling of -the fame 
number of primary divifions, if they bé again divided into-any 
other number of equal parts in fuch-a manner that the fecondary 
parts of one line or arch exceed thof: of the other by tf, them 
will one of the fecondary divifions of the latter exceed one of 
the fecondary divifions of the former, by fuch a part:of the'pri- 
mary divifions contained in each line ér arch, as fhall‘be ex: 
prefied by dividing that number by the rectangle of the fe- 
condary: parts contained in both. “That is, if @ = the ptimaty 
divifions contained in each line, 6 = the fecofidary divi in 
the firft, « — thofe in the fecond, and #= the exdefs ‘of the fe- 
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the excefs of one of the fecondary divifions of the latter arch 
above ‘One Of the fecoudaty divifions” of the former. ~ Now,~the 
degrees on the quadrantal arch being dividéd into 3 equal parts, 
therefore 7 degrees on it are divided into 21 equal parts; but an 
equal arch of the Vernier is divided into 20 equal’parts, and, 
confequently, one of thofe divifions.on the Vernier exceeds one 
on the quadrantal arch by & of a dégree, or 1 minute. 

As the arch upon the quadrant fhews the altitade for any de- 


and for 40, and 20 miles, but not lower, ‘ the vernier 
frend every le unde 26-by this thert role, tha line opon the 
vernier which touches any line upon the arch, is the miles. un- 
der 20 which you feek for.. Note, when you are looking for 
the miles, upon the vernier, hold the quadrant with the arch tos 
wards you, place your eye fully againft the line on the vernier 
that touches the line on the arch, and Jook almoft ftrait down 
upon that part of the arch where the line on the vernier feems 
to touch the lin€ on the arch.’ : 





The figures ftand thus. 
10 15 ie cored 10 
Left fide.of the yernier = Right fide of the vernier 


‘Begin to cownt from the right. fide of the long line, and go 
on towards the righthand, thus, 1; 2, 354) 5s 5-74 8, 9; 10. 
Begin at 10. on,the left fide of the long line, and come on to- 
wards the. long -line, fay, 114.12) 135 14, 154 16, 17, 185 195 
and the long ‘ftroke makes 20.” wee 

Upon.the whole, we believe this defcription of. Hadley’s qu 
drant will prove a very ufefal companion to, the indufsious mas 
riner. 3 bala ' p; aeeeh 2g ible 
64. Aa Efjay on Happiness, in four’ Bocks.. By John Duncan, D, Di 

R:Ger of South-Warmborough, Hantg, The fecond Edition, 

_vevifed and much enlarged. 809. 5s. Cadell, ~ °.. i 

‘The author. purfues the following plan : on hes 

Book I. Benevolence the true fource of happinefs. The hap- 
pinefs of man in his primitive fate. Sa oe 1A: 

Book II, Falfe felf-love the fource of moral and natural evil. 
The dark fide of hitman life,-as {pent in“felfth purfuits, +") )> 

Book IfI.. The production of good out of evil by the Divine 
Providence. The bright'fide of human life, as: improved by'the 
principle of benevolence. ey | eee? Unc 

Book 1V. Efficacy of: reafon and virtue in promoting happi-+ 
nefs, which religion finally eftablithes in the-love of God ye 05? 

Thefe are the general principles, which the author. has il- 
luftiated in a'‘maflerly manner. 

This poem was firft publifhed in quarto in the year 1762 °4 
. The greater part of this editionis entirely néw. =. 


® See Crit. Rev, for July 1762, ai 
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